Ban landmines: Rachel Hurst and Nick Lewis of Disability 
Awareness in Action took part in a procession in August which 
called for a worldwide ban on landmines and pledged to continue 
the work of Princess Diana a year after her visit to Bosnia. Rachel 
Hurst said; “The point of the march was to lay flowers to all those 
disabled or killed by landmines in front of the Chinese, American 
and Russian embassies in London because they will not ratify the 


Ottawa Treaty.” The UK has now ratified the treaty. = MicHAaEL MELIA 


We listened to our customers 


_- they wanted more 
independence, witha 

| comfortable bed that 

| looked like furniture, 
that lowered to make 

| access easier for legs, 

that raised to help 
getting out and to stand, 

that made it easier for 

carers to attend them, - 
at the touch of a button. 


We added discreet, foldaway, twin 
side rails that act as support and 
still give safety, made it even 
lower for access, and named it 
the 5020 hi- lo nursing bed. 


BaKare Beds Ltd. 


Unit 17, Bell Park, Bell Close, 
Plympton, PLYMOUTH PL7 4JH 


Tel: 0 1752 34 22 22 


The award 


winning 


newspaper 
for everyone 
with an interest 


in disability 


Motability hit 
by Ford threat 


The UK’s biggest motor manufacturer may withdraw from the Motability 


contract hire scheme, and other companies are unhappy with plans to change it. 


Ford, with the main share of 
the Motability market at 26 per 
cent, has complained about 
proposed changes to the opera- 
tion of the scheme, which are 
being piloted over six months. 

There are rumours that Ford 
might start a scheme of its own. 

Under the new arrangements, 
due to go live in March next 
year, Motability Finance Ltd 
(MEL), the finance company 
behind Motability, is withdraw- 
ing maintenance from the 
three-year lease, so repairs and 
servicing can be done on a one- 
off basis at low cost, not neces- 
sarily by the original dealer. 

It is also taking over responsi- 
bility for setting the “residual 
value” of Motability vehicles — 
the price they are likely to fetch 
after three years — and selling 
them on. Previously this was 
done by manufacturers. 

A Motability spokeswoman 
said: “Having improved cus- 
tomer service in many ways, we 
asked MFL to look at what else 
could be done to get a better 
deal for customers.” 

She said the changes would 
save the customer money and 
be good for dealers too. Dealers 


This is Helen Tilbury. She has 
cerebral palsy, but her NHS 
Trust is refusing to pay to for 
her to have physiotherapy treat- 
ment which she benefited from 
when she was still at school. ° 

If you are having similar prob- 
lems, please fill in our survey, 
see page 7. 


would be able to buy back the 
better quality vehicles for 
resale, avoiding the more dam- 
aged ones. The more flexible 
lease could take into account 
excess mileage. This has been a 
friction point between 
Motability and some dealers 
and customers. 

But Ford is not persuaded. 
Nick Thenistocleus, Ford’s fleet 
marketing manager, said: “We 
are seriously considering with- 
drawing from the Motability 
scheme — there are a number of 
risks for us.” 

While he acknowledged that 
maintenance value-for-money 
could be improved, preferably 
from within the existing frame- 
work, his main concern was 
that MFL had no experience of 
setting residual values and in 
three years’ time it would be 
trying to dispose of 140,000 
vehicles a year. 

If the cars did not sell, many 
could end up at auction which 
would depress the whole sec- 
ond-hand market. “We believe 
this will increase costs to the 
customer in the long term.” 

He also thought the plan 
would undermine competition 


Rush for 
cannabis 


So far 185 DN readers have 
offered to take part in the first 
Government-approved national 
clinical trials of cannabis for 
medicinal purposes. 

For more information, send 
your name, age, address and 
disability details to the Medical 
Director, GW Pharmaceuticals, 
PO Box 148, Lymington, Hants 
$041 9WD. 


between manufacturers, leaving 
MFL with “monopolistic con- 
trol of the Motability scheme”. 

Peugeot (with 9 per cent of 
Motabity cars) and Rover (with 
7-8 per cent) agree, and have 
had meetings with MFL. Peugeot 
has expressed concern to DSS 
minister Baroness Hollis. Its 
director of commercial opera- 
tions Tod Evans said: “Our 
main concern is one of 
monopolies, with MFL being 
the sole provider.” 

Morigue Cornwell, director of 
the Banstead Mobility Centre, 
fears that quality of mainte- 
nance will fall and manufac- 
turers could 
“Motability has changed for 
the better,” she said, “and cus- 
tomers feel they are getting a 
fair deal now. If price cuts are 
pushed further, there could be a 
danger of throwing out the 
baby with the bath water.” 

David Griffiths of the 
Mobility Information Service 
said: “Motability’s contract hire 
has never been better. They 
should leave things as they are.” 

But he has a lease purchase 
agreement with Ford which he 
says is better than Motability. 


lose interest. 


Welcome Tanni! Starting with 


this issue, Tanni Grey, Britain’s 
top female wheelchair athlete, 
will be contributing a column 
to DN every other month. 
Paralympic gold medallist 
Tanni starts with the power of 
sport to influence national atti- 
tudes to disability. See page 16. 


The Toyota Starlet - 


the little car that's satan wee eres 
a big performer. 


send to: Toyota (GB) Limited, | 
Information Service, 12 Fenton Way, | 
Basildon SSI5 6SL. 
| 
| 


Please send information on: 


With a new Toyota Starlet, you’re sure to take centre stage. | [J] Hatchbacks [_] People carriers 

It’s the little car that’s a big curtain raiser. _] Saloons (Ti 44's 

With power-assisted steering, driver’s airbag and side impact Name | 
beams, you'll rest assured in one of the best seats in the house. address | 


The star of the show is the Sportif which boasts superb fuel 


economy of up to 55.4 mpg at 56 mph’and all Starlets come Post.Code___ fae Peas 


with Toyota’s show-stopping 3 year/60,000 mile warranty. Gobrene Cam Mal, 
rent Car: Make 


And, to cap a fine performance, there are 5 Toyota Starlets Model Date of Reg 


available through the Motability Scheme at nil advance payment. 


€?) TOYOTA 
ERE 


Tan AYotability 


“This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number 299745 


For more information and for your nearest dealer, please 


complete the coupon or call us free on: 


0800 777 555. 


“1.3 Sportif Manual mpg (1/100 km): Urban 39.8 (7.1), 56 mph 55.4 (5.1), 75 mph 40.4 (7.0). 


THE LITTLE CAR IN FRONT WITH THE BIG IDEAS IS THE GY) TOYOTA STARLET 
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News 3 


Europe 
money 
thaws 


European disability groups 
have won a two-year funding 
reprieve after meetings between 
the European Parliament and 
the Budget Council. 

MEPs got the European 
Commission and the Council 
of Ministers in July to un-block 
funding for disability group 
actions over the next two years. 

The funding had been frozen 
after the Commission lost a 
court action at the European 
Court of Justice. The Court 
said the Commission had acted 
illegally in awarding grants 
because it had not been given 
leave to do so by the Council of 
Ministers (DN, July). 

A spokesman for the 
European Disability Forum 
(EDF) said: “After a very stress- 
ful time for European, national 
and local disability groups, the 
political will did prevail and a 
solution was reached.” 

The EDF is now pushing for a 
new programme with a proper 
legal base. Disability groups 
hope this will be in place by 
January 2001. 
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STEVE MORGAN 


“THIS IS HOW WE DECIDE HOW MANY WHEELCHAIR 
SPACES TO PUT IN FOOTBALL STADIUMS” (see page 4) 


Keep aid as 
itis, please 


Disability benefits should be 
protected and extended, and 
not cut, charities have claimed 
in their response to the 
Government’s consultation 
paper on welfare reform. 

But the Disability Benefits 
Consortium (DBC) which came 
together to campaign on the 
issue, welcomed the paper’s 
philosophy of helping disabled 
people to work. 

The’ green paper, A new 
Contract for Welfare, published 
earlier this year, includes plans 
to cut spending on Incapacity 
Benefit (IB), by helping dis- 
abled people to work. 

But the DBC attacks the 
Government claim that as 
many as one million disabled 


people could work. It claims 
the figure is nearer 245,000. 

The DBC wants more empha- 
sis on job retention, while qual- 
ifying tests for IB should also 
take into account age and abili- 
ty to travel to work, it said. 

It also wants entitlement to 
Disability Living 
Allowance to go to children 
under five and elderly people. 

Laura Jacobs, of the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind, 
and a co-author of the DBC 
response, said: “We welcome 
attempts to help those who can 
and want to work to do so. But 
it is essential that people feel 
secure about their benefits and 
that these are paid at an ade- 
quate level.” 


some 


Open your 
horizons. 


Timothy Green in Reading is your local Volkswagen Motability 
dealer, within the range we have a Volkswagen model 
available to suit you. 

So if you like the idea of driving around in one of these 
Volkswagens give David Bell a ring on 0118 975 9191 and he 
will arrange to meet you to discuss your needs. 


SQotability 


“This is a trademark of Motability registered charity number 299745 


Timothy Green 


See eee 


Rose Kiln Lane, Reading 
0118 975 9191 


New cash 


cut threat 


Press speculation over 
Government plans to cut inca- 
pacity benefit by up to 25 per 
cent have shocked disability 
campaigners. 

The proposals suggest new 
Social Security Secretary 
Alastair Darling is looking at 
cutting Incapacity Benefit (IB) 
for anyone who can’t work due 
to sickness or disability, so it 
comes in at the same level as 
Jobseekers’ Allowance. 

The long-term rate of IB 
which people can claim after a 
year on the benefit is £67.70. 
Jobseekers’ Allowance is 
between £39.85 to £50.35 a 
week, depending on age. The 
alleged proposals would repre- 
sent a cut of up to £15. 

Other suggestions include cut- 
ting Disability 
Allowance for those that need 
help with care and mobility. 

The Department of Social 
Security has not denied the 
rumours. A spokeswoman said: 
“All benefits are under consid- 
eration and nothing has been 
decided yet. The Minister is 
looking at everything very care- 
fully and will come up with his 
first action plan later on.” 

But disability groups are hor- 
rified by the suggestions. 


Living 


Thompson: IB already too low 


Pauline Thompson, director of 
the Disablement 
Group, said: “The Government 
needs to satisfy itself that dis- 
abled people who cannot work 
have access to sufficient income 
to replace their earnings. At 17 


Income 


per cent of average pay, IB is 
already far too low.” 

The news is likely to cause 
fears amongst people who 
claim IB. Disability Rights 
Advisor for the Disability 
Information and Advice Line 
(DIAL), Susan Wood, said: 
“After the Government’s last 
announcements on the Benefits 
Integrity Project, all the DIAL 
lines were inundated with wor- 
ried callers.” 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a mobility 
product until they 
have read this remarkably 
revealing report and have 
compared our prices” 


You could end up saving 
hundreds of pounds on 
Scooters, Powerchairs, 
Bathlifts, Riser Armchairs, 
Adjustable Beds, Stairlifts and 
Wheelchairs with this Brand 
New Pricewatch PriceGuide 
from Mobility Matters, a 
group of independent 
showroom based distributors. 


Incredibly, prices vary 
substantially depending on 


now on 0990 134130 
or write to 

Mobility Matters, 
Dept DN998, Freepost 


AMAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES 
HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES. 


ARE YOU ABOUT TO PAY 
FAR TOO MUCH FOR A 
MOBILITY PRODUCT ? 


Call the 24 hour request line 


NHO170, Kettering, NN14 6BR. 


where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 
paying £100’s more for 
exactly the same product. 
Don’t make the mistake of 
paying way over ‘the odds 
unnecessarily. The new 
PriceGuide explains what to 
look out for and provides you 
with realistic price ranges so 
you are less likely to get 
caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. You will be sent a 
copy from your closest 
distributor along with our 
popular advisory booklet for 
scooters and powerchairs 
which gives you the important 
questions to ask before 
committing yourself. Before 
you choose, read and learn. 


BILITY, 


O 
ATMERS) 
[NETWORK | 
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4News 


The proposed Disability Rights 
Commision (DRC) will not end 
discrimination without further 
changes to the law, disability 
groups warn. 

Ministers launched a white 
paper on the proposed commis- 
sion over the summer. It would 
have powers of enforcement, 
education and investigation, 
and the job of drawing up 
codes of practice. Most of its 
members should be disabled, 
said the former Minister for 
Disabled People Alan Howarth. 

Mr Howarth, who has now 
been replaced by Margaret 
Hodge, promised a bill on the 


Law still wea 


DRC “as soon as the parlia- 
mentary timetable permits”. 
He said the Commission 
“should operate as much 
through education and the pro- 


Massie: only current law applies 


motion of good practice as 
through enforcement.” 

But Bert Massie, director of 
the Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation, 
warned that improvements to 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA) were still vital. “The 
Commission can only enforce 
current law,” he said. 

Alun Davies, co-ordinator of 
West of England Coalition of 
Disabled People, said: “The 
DDA enshrines justifiable dis- 
crimination. Until the law does 
not have that concept, we find 
it hard to believe the DRC will 
outlaw discrimination.” 


Advice is tangled 


The Football Task Force has 
used Government figures to 
recommend the minimum 
number of wheelchair spaces 
at the new National Stadium, 
although it has no idea how 
the figures were calculated. 
The Task Force, which was set 
up by the Government to look 
at improving British football, 
said the national stadium, to be 
built at Wembley by 2002, 
should have a minimum of 290 
wheelchair spaces. It says it 
arrived at this figure by follow- 
ing Government advice, and 
Premiership clubs 
Liverpool, Arsenal and 
Manchester United have all 


claims 


built new stands without 
wheelchair spaces. 

A Task Force spokesman said: 
“I don’t know how the 
Government reached the fig- 
ures. We were not to question 
that, but make improvements.” 

He stressed that the new sta- 
dium should be a “flagship”, 
but this was disputed by Bob 
Heaver, a director at the 
English National Stadium 
Development Company. He 
said the “flagship” tag “implies 
we will do more than was need- 
ed. I don’t think we should”. 

The Access Committee for 
England (ACE), which puts the 
minimum figure at 800, has 


ie 


_ We worry about standards so. 


you don’t have to. 


The first step to trouble free 
independence is to contact us 
for a list of our members. 


01732 458868 


BHTA 1s a trade association 
which includes a wheelchair 
distributors section. Our 
nationwide membership 
network has over 100 local 
outlets selling and repairing 
powerchairs and scooters. 


They do it well and they do it 
ethically. 


They have high standards. 
The Association makes sure. 


3 HEAL, 
ny 


If it hasn’t got the mark behind it, you won’t have us behind you. 
BHTA, 1 Webbs Court, Buckhurst Avenue, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1LZ 


DisabilityNow September 1998 


written to Sports Minister 
Tony Banks on the issue. ACE’s 
Clare Goodridge said: “Once a 
stadium is up without suitable 
seating it isn’t easy to remedy.” 


Fans are getting a worse deal 


WINGED 
FELLOWSHIP 


RESPITE CARE AND 
HOLIDAYS FOR 
DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


Over ten 
thousand 
join deal 


More than 10,000 disabled peo- 
ple have joined the New Deal 
for Young People since it went 
national in April, ministers 
have claimed. 

The Government also claims a 
quarter of all disabled and non- 
disabled people who can enter 
the scheme early do so. 

Normally, people under 25 are 
forced to take part in the 
scheme after being unemployed 
for six months, or face losing 
their Jobseekers’ Allowance. 

After a “Gateway” period of 
up to four months they can 
take part in one of four 
options: a paid job in the pri- 
vate sector; voluntary work; a 
placement on an environmental 
taskforce; or a college course. 

As well as being able to enter 
early, special provisions for dis- 
abled people include “tasters” 
to see if one of the options is 
appropriate for them. 

Employment Minister 
Andrew Smith said the enrol- 
ment figures for disabled peo- 
ple were “encouraging.” 

And Sue Maynard Campbell, 
chair of the Association of 
Disabled Professionals, who 
has criticised some parts of the 
New Deal (DN, August), was 
positive. “If disabled people can 
take advantage of mainstream 
programmes that is great and if 
it works it is good,” she said. 


xyreat care... 
reat fun! 


Winged Fellowship 
offers holidays to suit 
the needs of people 
with disabilities. Come 
on your own or with 
_ your carer - after all, 
' we all need a break! 


The new 1999 Holidays 
and Respite Care Brochure 
will soon be available with 
details of our five 
fabulous Holiday Centres 
at: Netley Waterside 
House, Crabhill House, 
Jubilee Lodge, Skylarks 
and Sandpipers. 


For a free brochure and price list, call: 


0171 833 2594 


Fax: 0171 278 0370 


Or write to the Winged Fellowship Trust, 
Angel House, 20-32 Pentonville Road, London N1 9XD. 
Winged Fellowship Trust provides respite for carers and holidays 
for people with severe physical disabilities. 


Registered Charity No. 295072. 


NHS, heal thyself 
Last month DN delved into the | 
50-year-old NHS. Now the’ 
Department of Health has | 


decided to conduct its own: 


examination. It will shortly be. 
asking users what they think of 
the NHS in the first ever inde- 
pendent national survey. The 
survey will be carried out in the 
mid-autumn with first results 
published in spring 1999. : 
Rose of independence — 
Rosalie Wilkins has become 
an information officer for 
the National Centre for 
Independent Living. Rosalie | 
has been an active disability 
campaigner for 30 years and 
was one of the first presenters. 
of ITV’s LINK programme. : 


Parkinson’s secrets 
The Parkinson’s Disease 
Society has produced a video, 
No More Secrets, in which car- 
ers talk about how the disease 
has affected them. It costs £22 
including p&p, and is available 
from tel: (01473) 741533. 


School’s great 

A survey by the charity Scope 
shows disabled children are 
happier in mainstream schools 
and feel they are treated more 
fairly by teachers than non-dis- 
abled children. Scope ques- 
tioned 500 seven- to 11-year- 
olds and found 79 per cent of 
disabled students in main- 
stream education thought 
school was a “nice place”. Only 
61 per cent of non-disabled 
children said the same. 


Wheelchairs to Africa 

Disabled people in Africa, 
India, South America and 
Eastern Europe will benefit 
from a donation by Welsh 
wheelchair company Mangar 
International. The company 
has given 200 manual wheels 
and 80 wheelchair frames to the 
charity Medical Missionary 
News, which ships donated 
equipment all over the world. 


Calling deaf parents 
The national parents helpline 
Parentline now has a textphone 
for parents and carers who are 
deaf or hearing impaired. The 
number is 0800-783 6783. 


Easy riding in Europe 
Were you frustrated trying to 
park on holiday this summer? 
Using the Orange Badge 
Abroad, a new leaflet by the 
AA, gives you details on where 
orange badge holders can park 
on the continent, and includes 
notices in the local language to 
tell traffic wardens you have the 
same rights as local disabled 
people. Members can get a free 
copy on tel: 0800-262 050. 


News 5 


Belfast angered -by 
orange badge order 


Disabled drivers in Belfast are 
furious over plans for a new 
post-ceasefire pedestrian 
scheme in the city, which will 
prevent them parking there. 
The scheme will replace the 
existing set-up which since the 
ceasefire has allowed all cars to 
park in the city centre. It will 
make exemptions for buses and 
disabled buggies but other vehi- 
cles, including orange badge 
holders, will have to park out- 
side the pedestrian zone. 
Campaigning groups Rights 
Now! (Northern Ireland) and 
Disability Action say this is not 
good enough. Rights Now! 
chairperson Margaret Shevlin 
said: “Right through the trou- 
bles orange badge holders have 
always been able to park in the 


Claudia Flanders 


centre. Now the Department 
of the Environment (DOE) has 
decided to waive the recom- 
mendations of the Institute of 
Highways and Transportation 
which say orange badge holders 
should not have to travel more 
than 50 metres from their car.” 

The DOE says it has consult- 
ed disability groups for three 
years. Bernie Frayne, principal 
traffic engineer, said: “We have 
provided 70 spaces for orange 
badge holders just outside the 
pedestrian zone.” 

The plans, which come into 
force next month, also include 
introducing tactile pavements 
and allowing community trans- 
port into the centre. But Mr 
Frayne said: “We don’t have a 
closed mind on the scheme.” 


Claudia Flanders, who has died 
after a short illness, was the 
founder of Tripscope, a free 
national service providing trav- 
el advice to disabled people. 
The daughter of two writers, 
she met and married entertain- 
er Michael Flanders in 1959, 
when he and Donald Swann 
were on Broadway. 

Michael became the main- 
spring of her life, and together 


UNISON— 
Campaigning for 
civil rights for all 
disabled people 


National Disabled Members’ 
Conference 1998 


Blackpool 


30 October to | Novembe 


UNISON Equal Opportunities 


20 Grand Depot Road 
London SE18 6SF 


Tel: 0181 854 2244, text: 0181 854 6335 


Bus vote ahead 


Plans to make buses across 
Europe more accessible for dis- 
abled people could fail if a cru- 
cial vote goes the wrong way, 
campaigners are claiming. 

Amendments to the European 
Union’s Draft Directive on 
Buses have been put forward by 
Labour MEP Simon Murphy. 
The European Economic and 
Monetary Affairs and 
Industrial Policy Committee 
(EMAC) will vote on the draft 
later this month. 

Mr Murphy has tabled 84 
amendments aimed at improvy- 
ing access to buses for disabled 
people. In particular he thinks 
buses should provide a board- 
ing aid such as a ramp or lift. 

At present the directive sug- 
gests that buses are accessible 
to wheelchair users who have 


933-98 


they made a wonderful team. 
He died in 1975. He was.a 
wheelchair user, and the prob- 
lems Claudia had while tour- 
ing with him inspired her to 
found Tripscope. 

Claudia’s exuberance was a 
joy to all who knew her. Her 
commitment to improving the 


travel opportunities of dis- 


abled people will have happily 
influenced many others. AD 


Ramped buses like this one in London are needed, says Mr Murphy 


sufficient strength in their arms 
to pull themselves on board. It 
does not cover boarding aids. 
Tony Baldwinson of the cam- 
paigning group Buses for All 
said: “If the committee don’t 
approve Mr Murphy’s amend- 
ments it will be much more dif- 
ficult to get all the European 


Parliament to vote for them. 
People should write to their 
MEP and urge them to vote.” 
Disability groups are also 
worried by additional amend- 
ments put foward by an 
Austrian MEP that access 
issues should be the responsi- 
bility of a working party only. 


Blind to other users 


Changes to Braille could cause 
problems for people with 
dyslexia when they come into 
force next year. 

The Braille Authority of the 
UK (BAUK), an umbrella group 
of Braille producers and users, 
is to introduce capitals into all 
official Braille texts from 1999. 


BAUK found over 55 per cent of 


Braille users with visual impair- 
ments were in favour of the 
changes which include intro- 
ducing three Braille indicators. 
But are 
Kathryn Kohlberg from York 


some unhappy. 


who has a severe form of 
dyslexia, told DN: “Changes to 
Braille may prevent me being 
able to read newly transcribed 
Braille texts. I will be totally 
reliant on other people.” 

The — British 


Association was not consulted 


Dyslexia 


on the changes. Policy manager 
Carol Orton said: “A 
has difficulties processing infor- 


dyslexic 


mation. Anything that increas- 
es the amount of processing 
such as introducing new sym- 
bols is only likely to make 


things worse.” 


VISITING FRIENDS, FAMILY 
OR JUST POPPING DOWN 


TO THE SHOPS 


MAKE FREERIDER PART OF YOUR DAY 


Your stylish four-wheeled Mayfair with its easy to use controls, will take 
you out and about to places that you can no longer walk to. For longer 
journeys the Mayfair can be dismantled and put into the boot of a car, 
enabling you to meet people further afield. 

The independence you always wanted can 


be yours today. 
So why not phone or write and 


find out more about the Freerider 
Mayfair and start making plans on 


where you will be going today. 


To visit friends ... 
To the shops ... 
To the library ... 
To the park ... 


To get away from it all!! 


ce 


< Sy 


Ses 


working together 


TELEPHONE (01536) 443888 
or write to: FREERIDER (UK) LTD 
FREEPOST MID 16985 
CORBY, NORTHANTS NN17 4BR 
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6 News 


Study cash bid 


Disabled Students Allowances 
(DSAs) should be paid to all 
post-16 students whether they 
are full-time or part-time, while 
a central agency to manage 
allowances would reduce varia- 
tions across England and 
Wales, an influential study is 
recommending. 

The Snowdon Survey*, a poli- 
cy paper born out of the 
Snowdon Award Scheme, also 
calls for a “fair, transparent 
and effective system to replace 
discretionary awards for stu- 
dents who are not entitled to a 
mandatory award”. 

The report, which is mainly 
the result of interviews with 
216 disabled students, also calls 
on any government review of 
social security benefits to take 
on board “the critical impor- 
tance of such benefits in deter- 


mining participation in post-16 
learning and training.” 
Lord Snowdon said he felt the 


issue of extending the 


allowance to part-time students 
was particuarly important. “So 
often disabled people are not 
able to attend university full- 


Snowdon: part-timers need cash 


time precisely because of their 
disabilities,” he said. 

“We are only demanding 
equal rights and opportunities 
in further education for first 
class citizens with first class 
brains,” he said. 

There was also concern from 
researchers that disabled people 
were not getting the right infor- 
mation about what they were 
entitled to. 

Staff at the awards secretariat 
had been contacted by more 
than one social security officer 
wanting more information 
about benefits. “If they don’t 
know, how can we expect dis- 
abled students to know?” said 
Lord Snowdon. 


*Pree, and available in standard 
and large print and tape, from 
tel: (01403) 211252. 


Oxford is Pioneering exchange scheme 
set up by disabled Londoners 


hung up 
on labels 


The latest Oxford English 
Dictionary is recommending 
offensive terms to describe dis- 
abled people even while warn- 
ing against them, a charity says. 

The New Oxford Dictionary 
of English says the term “crip- 
ple” should be changed to 


Brewster: journalists to blame 


“disabled person”. “Spastic”, it 
says, should be avoided, but it 
suggests instead “people suffer- 
ing from cerebral palsy”. 

Richard Brewster, chief execu- 
tive of the cerebral palsy charity 
Scope, said: “Disabled people 
do not suffer from their condi- 
tion, they have it. I’m not sure 
you can criticise the dictionary. 
But you can criticise the media 
for keeping up negative usage.” 

Julia Elliot, one of the dictio- 
nary’s editors, said: “Our pri- 
mary purpose is to mirror 
usage as it really is.” 

The Chambers Dictionary, 
also launched in August, over- 
looks the issue of “cripple”. 
But it does say “spastic” is 
“derog slang”, and “deaf mute” 
is “considered offensive”. 


Disabled people in a London 
borough are to launch a pio- 
neering scheme allowing them 
to swap work and equipment. 

Hammersmith and Fulham 
Action for Disability (HAFAD) 
is to launch a barter scheme 
known as a Local Exchange 
Trading System (LETS). 

The scheme will allow dis- 
abled people to offer their skills 
or services to each other, 
including decorating or read- 
ing. This will earn them credits 


allowing them to buy whatever 
is on offer from other disabled 
people in the system. A com- 
puter database will keep a 
record of what is on offer. 

The idea was pioneered in 
Canada, and there are now 200 
LETS schemes in Britain. But 
HAFAD claims this is the first 
for disabled people. 

A steering group meeting for 
the scheme will be held on 29 
September. Contact Rupa 
Sarkar, tel: 0171-610 9666. 


UNIQUE 


... Because as the national 
college for disabled students we 
also welcome people who are 
not disabled . . . because at 
Hereward all students enjoy 
equal access to a broad range of 
academic and vocational courses 
... because individual students 
need an individual approach. 


At Hereward we unlock 
everyone's unique potential by 
providing residential enabling and 
medical services in an accessible 
and supportive environment. 


To find out more, arrange a visit 
or discuss your hopes for the 
future, contact: Admissions, 
Hereward College, Bramston 
Crescent, Tile Hill Lane, Coventry 
CV4 9SW. Tel: 01203 461231. 

Fax: 01203 694305. 

Minicom facility available. 


Visit our Website on: 
http://www.hereward. 
demon.co.uk 


Hereward College exists to i 
provide education and training Py 


to its community of customers. 


HEREWARD COLLEGE ... OPPORTUNITIES FOR EVERYONE @ 
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Deaf show. returns for autumn run: See Hear, the BBC’s longest 
running programme for deaf people, is being revamped with a new 
presenter and a new scheduling time. 

This month the 18-year-old programme moves to Saturday morn- 
ings and changes channels from BBC1 to BBC2. It will also be 
extended by an extra 15 minutes. 

The new presenter, Lara Crooks (above centre) is a former lecturer. 
and triathlete at the University of Wolverhampton. She told DN: 
“We want to appeal to a wider audience. The new programme will 
have regular cookery and gardening slots (cookery run by Jackie 
Knight, above left) and a young deaf reporter (John Maidens, 
above right) who will do a regular feature on outdoor pursuits.” 
The programme will still have a news round-up and will give peo- 
ple the chance to learn British Sign Language. See Hear now has a 
videophone in its office so that deaf people can call the studio. The 
first programme goes out at 10.45am on 5 September. ) 


Specialist Conversions 


Introducing the new Mercedes Benz Vito wheelchair 
accessible people carrier. High quality with easy access and 
excellent visibility. 


Passenger layout options include: 
e 5 seats + one wheelchair e 4 seats + two wheelchairs 


Features include: 

e access via automatic side 
underfloor lift or rear ramp 

e unleaded petrol or diesel engine 

e automatic or manual 
transmission 

e electric mirrors and windows 

e power steering 

e central locking 

e air Suspension 


SPECIALIST WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS 


We specialise in wheelchair accessible conversions based on most 
popular makes. Conversions on new or good quality used base 
vehicles. Also a stock of used, refurbished van conversions & mini 
buses. Conversions for 1 to 4 wheelchairs & 2 to 8 seats with 
electric lifts, ramps or lowering suspension. 


For advice and information on conversion and motability, contact 


David Vooght, G&M Coachwork, Teign Valley, Trusham, Newton 
Abbot, Devon TQ13 ONX 
Tel: 01626 853050 


News 7 


Docs focus on |Stories of 


special needs 


The needs of people with learn- 
ng difficulties are often 
gnored by health workers, a 
zovernment study has revealed. 
The Department of Health 
DOH) asked 500 people with 
earning difficulties what they 
hought of the NHS. It found 
nany respondents had prob- 
ems talking to doctors about 
heir needs and were often not 
old about services such as cer- 
‘ical smears and eye tests. 

As a result, the DOH has put 
ogether a guide, The Healthy 
Vay, which provides informa- 
ion on the difficulties experi- 
nced by people with learning 
lifficulties. The guide uses car- 
oons with speech bubbles for 
yeople to write or draw their 
comments on the issues raised. 
ts aim is to help make the 
NHS more responsive to people 
vith learning difficulties. 

Artist Anya Souza, who has 
earning difficulties herself, 
ook part in the survey. She 
aid: “We are not animals. We 
ire human beings and want to 
ye treated like human beings. 
Ye want to know more about 
yur bodies and sex education. 
eople with learning disabilities 
hould be informed.” 

Another problem highlighted 
n the guide is the way people 


November 1998. 


Birmingham. 


Committee. 


UNISON publishes Out in UNISON, a free quarterly bulletin about our lesbian and gay 


union work. 


The guide highlights problems 


with learning difficulties are 
given health information. 

Paul Adeline, an information 
worker for the learning difficul- 
ty charity Change, helped to 
compile the guide. He said: 
“Doctors often speak to the 
support worker rather than the 
person with the learning diffi- 
culty. Doctors either use com- 
plex language or provide no 
information at all.” 


The Healthy Way packs are 
available free in text and on 
tape from the Department of 
Health, PO Box 410, Wetherby, 
IES23h JAGING 


UNISON’S 6th Lesbian and Gay Conference will be held in Glasgow on 20-22 


It is the main forum for developing the union’s policy on lesbian and gay issues. The 
Conference is open to all lesbians and gay men in UNISON, though places are limited. 


The closing date for applications for the Conference is 3 September 1998. 


UNISON’S National Network Days for Black and Disabled Lesbian and Gay Members 
will take place from 11am-5pm on 4 and 5 September 1998 respectively, in 


The Network Days discuss the union’s work, agree motions to the National Lesbian 
and Gay Conference and nominate members to the National Lesbian and Gay 


The Network Days are open to all black and disabled lesbian and gay members. 


For more details about either the 6th Lesbian and Gay 
Conference, the Network Days or Out in UNISON, contact: 


Carola Towle or Jenny Swann 


Disability Now wants to hear 
your experiences of physiother- 
apy after hearing about a 
Hampshire woman with cere- 
bral palsy who has been refused 
vital long-term treatment. 
Helen Tilbury, 24, can only 
have emergency short-term ses- 
sions on the NHS, although her 
mother Joe claims the local 
NHS Trust is prepared to fund 
full treatment for people with 
learning difficulties. 
Helen benefited from regular 
physiotherapy while she was at 
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college. But in the six years 
since, she has not had regular 
treatment and her health has 
deteriorated. “I have had 
increased problems with poor 
posture, and internal problems 
which I feel have developed 
partly due to a lack of move- 
ment and stretches to my 
body,” she says. 

Following our expose of the 
NHS last month, DN would 
now like to hear from adult 
readers who feel they have been 
equally hard done by. Mark 


POST CODE_____- 
DO YOU GET THE PHYSIO HELP YOU NEED? ! 


TEL 


BR 
Fox, head of client services at 
the charity Scope, certainly 
feels there is an urgent need for 
people like Helen at least to be 
given physiotherapy advice on 
the NHS. 

“Disabled people once they 
become adults don’t tend to get 
any further help,” he says. “So 
they often don’t even undertake 
a basic exercise programme to 
keep their muscles toned.” 


Please fill in the coupon below. 
We guarantee confidentiality. 


Continue on a separate sheet if you like. Send your coupon in by 30 
September to: Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


Or phone on: (tel) 0171-619 7323, (minicom) 0171-619 7332. 


Fully tested 
at Blackpool 
Wheelchair 
Evaluation 
Centre. 


ALDERSLEY 
POWERCHAIRS 


aren’t just for cheeky 
youngsters! They are 
also made for slightly 
more sophisticated 
adults too —up to 

50 stones carrying 
capacity if required! 


Only available direct from: 

ALDERSLEY BATTERY 
CHAIRS LIMITED 

r | 24-26 Old Meeting Road, 


A FIRST FOR BRITAIN! 


50 stones down to 5 stones carrying capacity. 


THE ALDERSLEY EXCEL 


ALL CHAIRS HAVE SUSPENSION FOR COMFORT AND CAN 
BE CUSTOMISED TO SUIT THE INDIVIDUAL CLIENT. 


Coseley, West Midlands WV14 8HB Fix: 0121 522 4833 


For further details and/or free assessment 
Tel: 0121 520 6942 


UNISON, Civic House 
20 Grand Depot Road 
London SE16 6SF 


Tel: 0181-854 2244 

Text tel 0181-316 5804 

Fax: 0181-316 7770 

E-mail: j.swann @ unison.co.uk 


LESBIANS. AND 
GAY MEN IN 
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8 News 


A woman with severe arthritis 
had to wait four years before 
she had the right treatment 
because of a lack of specialists. 
Teresa Wilkin, from 
Aberystwyth in Wales, is just 
one of thousands of people 
who have to wait before they 
see a rheumatologist, claims 
the charity Arthritis Care. 
Teresa told DN: “I saw an 
orthopaedic doctor in 1994. He 
gave me tablets which did not 
help and said there was nothing 
else he could do. Then last year 
a nurse said I must see a 
rheumatologist. I finally saw 
one in April and was given new 
medication. I felt relieved to 
know what was wrong. I 
stopped feeling guilty.” 
Arthritis Care claims people 
like Teresa who live in rural 


Four years’ pain 


areas are worst affected. They 
have to travel hundreds of miles 
for treatment. 

The South West has the worst 
shortage with one rheumatolo- 
gist per 268,000 people. 

The rest of the country fares 
better. But the charity claims 
not one authority meets the 
target set by the British Society 
of Rheumatology of one spe- 
cialist to every 85,000 people. 

One of the reasons for the 
shortage is that arthritis is not 
a Government priority. Dr 
Chandra Chattopadhyay, a 
rheumatologist for 
Lancashire NHS 
Chorley and Preston, said: “I 
have been trying to get a 
rheumatologist for Chorley for 
the last two years but the pur- 
chasers say we have other prior- 


two 
trusts, 


Teresa Wilkin: treatment delay 


ities. Then Government says we 
must have a breast cancer ser- 
vice so money goes to that.” 

Dr Chattopadhyay also says 
many people with arthritis are 
elderly and do not speak out, 
so their opininons are ignored. 


Help for rare condition 


People with a rare condition 
called Benign Intracranial 
Hypertension (BIH) can now 
receive information and advice 
through a support group. 

BIH causes brain swelling and 
affects two in every 100,000 
people — most of them women. 
It can be connected to being 
overweight. Symptoms include 
headaches, vomiting, balance 
problems, and depression. 

Liz Galfsky from Winchester 
in Hampshire has BIH. She 
said: “Many people do not 


know about this condition so 
two other women with BIH 
and I have set up this support 
group. Doctors think people 
with BIH have depression and 
are treating that.” 

This was a problem, she said, 
because the condition can 
cause fluid to build up in the 
brain. And that can lead to 
blindness. “I know people who 
are now partially sighted 
through BIH,” she said. 

BIH can be treated with 
tablets, steroids and even lum- 
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1ST CHOICE FOR PRICE & QUALITY 


ALL VEHICLES INCLUDE WINDOWS & FULL INTERIOR TRIM PLUS 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS BY FOLD OUT RAMP. ADDITIONAL REAR 
SEATING FITTED TO CUSTOMERS CHOICE. OPTIONAL WINCHES. 

POWERED LIFTS ETC 


ON-THE-ROAD PRICES FROM:- 


MERCEDES VITO = £15065-00 RENAULT TRAFIC = £12622-00 


PEUGEOT EXPERT = 


£12965-00 FORD TRANSIT = £13592-00 


DRIVE FROM A WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS FOR 
VITO & TRANSIT. 


FOR FULL DETAILS OR A DEMONSTRATION PLEASE CONTACT: 


RON OR BOB 
INTERBILITY LTD UNIT 21 GUNNELS WOOD PARK 
STEVENAGE HERTS SG1 2BH 
TEL: 01438 747448 FAX: 01438 750319 
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bar puncture to remove any 
fluid build-up. 

Shunts — tubes which allow 
drainage of the fluid — can be 
surgically inserted. But they 
can cause infections and some- 
times blockages. 

Ms Galfsky said: “We want to 
educate people about this con- 
dition and have linked up with 
the Association for Spina Bifida 
and Hydrocephalus (ASBAH) 
who will pass enquiries to us.” 


ASBAH,, tel: (01733) 555985. 


Disabled 
Welsh to 
get vocab 


A book out this month aims to 
ensure the needs of Welsh lan- 
guage speakers with sensory 
impairments are not ignored. 

The book, Sight and Hearing, 
sets out an English/Welsh 
vocabulary on all words con- 
nected with disability, benefits 
and health such as “mobility” 
“entitlement” and “vertigo”. 

Until now the Welsh language 
has not included terms to do 
with disability as the education 
of most disabled people has 
been through English. Most 
professionals working with 
deaf and blind people have also 
been trained in English. 

June Hoy, development officer 
of Sense Cymru, said it is time 
that the needs of Welsh speak- 
ers were properly met. “When I 
came to Wales one of the first 
questions I was asked was: 
‘When will you be able to 
deliver deaf/blind training 
in Welsh?’”, she said. “I 
approached the Welsh 
Language Board for a grant. I 
then joined up with the Wales 
Councils for the Deaf and Blind 
to pilot a course for Welsh 
speakers. The booklet has 
come out of that.” 


For a copy of the book (priced 
at £3) contact the Wales 
Council for the Blind on, tel: 
(01222) 473954. 


@» CHARTWELL @ 
INSURANCE 


DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU 


Established Over 30 Years 


Competitive rates for motor and 
household insurance. Cover also 
arranged for powerchairs, 
wheelchairs and scooters. 
Accidental damage, fire, theft, 
public liability and mechanical 
breakdown cover for £100. 


For a no obligation quote contact us on: 


0181 - 958 0900 


Chartwell House, 292-294 Hale Lane, 
Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP 


In brief 


Scots to improve net 
Disability Scotland has won} 
£220,000 in funding from thel 
National Lottery Charities 
Board to help boost local infor- 
mation networks across, | 
Scotland, and in particular to! 
improve internet access for 
Scottish disabled people. i 
The charity has found that’ 
would-be web-surfers are often’ 
thwarted because sites are ina-, 
cessible. So, aided by the 
Scottish Council for Voluntary) 
Services and Glasgow} 
Caledonian University, it wants) 
to set up an accessible site. 


Awards get going 
Two awards schemes are get-| 
ting underway this month. 
The Royal National Institute) 
for Deaf People (RNID) and) 
BT are looking for the 1998 
‘Hear for All Hero’ — someone) 
who has made a significant 
contribution to the lives of deaf\_ 
or hearing impaired people “a 
4 


the UK. There are two cate- 
gories — for those under and | 
over 18 — and nominations have) 
to be in by 30 September.) 
Forms are available from the! 
RNID, 19-23 Featherstone St,) 
London EC1Y 8SL. 

Meanwhile, Arthritis Care| 
wants to hear from you if you! 
know anyone with arthritis) 
who has helped others with the s 
condition, or someone in the!” 
medical profession who has| 
made an outstanding contribu-| 
tion to people with arthritis.) 
They could win this year’s} 
Duke of Westminster-Stannah| - 
Stairlift Awards. I 

To nominate someone, tel: 
0171-916 1500. Nominations} 
have to be in by 9 November. 


New head for DLF 


Former accountant Nick 
Pelling has been appointed as 
the new director of the 
Disabled Living Foundation) 
(DLF), replacing Sue Bennett. | 
Mr Pelling began working in 
the voluntary sector in 1990 
and joined DLF as its deputy 
director five years later. 

He hopes to expand the DLF’s 
web site and run more research. | 


Corrections | 
Anyone interested in buying) 
Encycleopedia (Parent’s Voice, 
DN, August) should realise that | 
it is not exclusively about bicy- | 
cles for disabled people. For} 
details, tel: (01904) 654654. ; 
Also the Orpheus Centre} 
(Arts, DN, August) has asked 
us to point out that while its 
apprenticeships run for one to 
three years, individual courses’ 
run for up to a week at most, | 
and not the 26 weeks men-} 
tioned in the article. You can 
contact the centre on, tel: 
(01883) 744664 for details. 


News 9 


Seeing voices: Minister for Transport, Glenda Jackson learns how 
to use a minicom communication device with minicom operator 
Vicky Girdler at the launch of a new rail enqury service for deaf 
and hard of hearing passengers. Minicom: 0845-6050600 


Rail firms get on track 


Rail company chiefs and dis- 
ability groups have finally put 
their heads together to discuss 
setting up guidelines on how 
the rail industry can meet the 
needs of disabled people. 

A seminar last month saw the 
launch of the review of the Rail 
Regulator’s code of practice on 
disability which will lay down 
guidelines for improvements. 

Rail Regulator John Swift 
said: “We need to do more than 


just ensure that the railway is 
keeping up with the change in 
society’s attitudes. We should 
be aiming to provide an exam- 
ple to other industries.” 

Many of those who attended 
felt optimistic. 

Jim Bennett of Tripscope, 
which provides information on 
travel, said he thought the exer- 
cise was likely to prove fruitful. 

“There are just too many peo- 
ple watching to make sure 


Research snub 


A disabled woman researching 
residential homes in London 
came up against patronising 
treatment even while she was 
trying to compile her report, it 
has emerged. 

Angela Smith, whose report 
on women in residential homes 
was published last month, visit- 
ed 16 homes in Greater 
London, and said staff often 
did not take her seriously. 

Smith, who has a speech 
impairment, said: “When I 
spoke to the first manager, 
when she heard my voice she 
stopped listening and said: ‘Yes, 
we have two beds. When do 
you want to come in?” 

Her report I’m used to it 
now," written for the Greater 
London’ Association of 
Disabled People (GLAD), also 


found that women from ethnic 
minorities felt particularly 
alone and often faced racism. 

The report calls for guidelines 
such as showing prospective 
residents more than one home, 
and making homes give resi- 
dents more outside contact. 

Frances Hasler, co-director of 
the National Centre for 
Independent Living, who co- 
edited the report, said: “We 
were shocked that in this day 
and age somebody could still 
see a disabled person only as a 
potential resident and not as a 
researcher. It is very distressing 
for Angela.” 

But some care workers took 
issue with the report at its 
launch because they said it did 
not look at every residential 


home in London. Helen 


Co 


Hasler: distressed by attitudes 


Bateman, team leader for 
Eldridge House in Hounslow, 
which was not covered, said: 
“We have registered training on 
giving disabled people empow- 
erment, and where I work the 
residents make the choices.” 


*£5, plus 90p p&p, from 
GLAD, (tel) 0171-346 5800. 


things happen for anything to 
go wrong,” he said. 

Jill Allen-King, chairman of 
the National Federation of the 
Blind environment comittee, 
certainly had set her ideas out 
about what she would like to 
see improved. 

She said: “I am worried about 
lack of staffing at many sta- 
tions. I often travel with a 
heavy bag that I cannot cope 
with unless I have staff help.” 


Bradford 
Asians to 
speak up 


Campaigners in Bradford have 
launched a strategy aimed at 
improving the lot of the dis- 
abled Asian community. 

An Asian disability joint plan- 
ning team made up of service 
users and providers is now 
pushing forward a strategy 
based on four fronts: making 
sure Asian people have access 
to information in the right for- 
mat and language, raising 
awareness of their cultural 
needs, improving services, and 
speaking up for the community. 

Launching the strategyr, Dr 
Amir Majid, Britain’s first 
Asian blind judge, said Asian 
disabled people often faced a 
“quadruple jeopardy”. They 
faced discrimination for being 
Asian, for being disabled, often 
for being old, and often from 
within their own community. 


BURSARY & MENTORING 
OPPORTUNITIES 1999 


Training talented disabled people for top fobs 


The Leadership Consortium is a partnership of major employers including 
BT, Barclays Bank, The Coverdale Organisation, McDonalds, Marks & 
Spencer, Midland Bank, the Post Office, Railtrack, Sainsbury’s and a 
number of government departments and agencies. Each year these 
organisations sponsor a number of high value bursaries and mentoring 
opportunities for talented disabled people. 


If you intend to become a successful manager or leader in your chosen 
career field, a Leadership Consortium award can dramatically improve 
your chances of success. To be a candidate for an award you will need to 
demonstrate strong management and leadership potential and that you 
can commit yourself to a flexible two-year training programme. There is 
no age limit, and you do not need to be in employment or have particular 
educational qualifications to apply. If you are in full-time employment, 
your application will need your employer's support. 


The application pack for the 1999 training and mentoring awards will be 
available shortly. For your copy please contact Richard Jones, Director, 
The Leadership Consortium, Nutmeg House, 60 Gainsford Street, 
London SE1 2NY. Telephone 0171-403 9433, Fax: 0171-403 3957. 


The Farrell Charitable Trust 
Holidays Properties 


Transfer of Ownership 


On the 31 October 1998 the holiday houses and chalets owned and operated by the Farrell Trust will be transferred 
to John Grooms Association for Disabled People, and will be incorporated into Grooms Holidays. 


The Farrell Trust was established in 1968 by Mrs Pamela Farrell-Treddinick and over the past 30 years has provided 
holiday opportunities for thousands of disabled people, their families and friends. The Trust will continue in 
operation conducting its good works in other directions. 


Grooms Holidays is privileged to be able to continue the provision of the facilities and service offered at these 
properties and wishes to assure everyone concerned that it will maintain the same level of care, service and commitment. 


The Farrell Charitable Trust Holidays Properties 


“Beach Lodge”, Bognor Regis, West Sussex, “27 Nelson Road”, Bognor Regis, West Sussex 
“Tamarisk”, Bracklesham Bay, West Sussex, “Seagulls”, Selsey, West Sussex 


The Farrell Trust Chalets at Naish Holiday Village, New Milton, Hampshire 
The Farrell Trust Chalets at Cotswold Holbourne, South Cerney, Gloucestershire 


For bookings and further details please contact: 


Grooms Holidays 

PO Box 36 

Cowbridge, CF71 7GB 
Telephone: 01446 771311 
Fax: 01446 775060 


Grooms Holidays 


«ee Affordable, Accessible, Memorable 


The Farrell Charitable Trust 
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10 Health 


The Association for Spina 
Bifida and Hydrocephalus 
(ASBAH) is calling for the 
Government to take urgent 
action following the publica- 
tion of a report suggesting that 
pregnant women who live near 
waste dumps have an increased 
risk of giving birth to babies 
with spina bifida. 

The report by Dr Helen Dolk 
of the London School of 
Hygiene suggests in particular 
that landfill sites which contain 
harmful chemicals and pesti- 
cides pose the greatest risk to 
pregnant mothers. 

An ASBAH spokesperson 
said: “We have long suspected 
that toxic dumping causes 
spina bifida. But the study does 
not give us complete answers 


Manning-Shaw: “inconclusive” 


tion. Much more detailed work 
on the risk factors is needed as 
a matter of urgency, although 


————s 


about the causes of the condi- we should not have to wait for 


TEST (9 VALLEY 
MOBILITY 


INSTALLATION AND 


MAINTENANCE OF 


STAIR LIFTS, 


HOISTS, VERTICAL LIFTS 


AND DOOR OPENERS 


TELEPHONE: 


(01794) 367808 


SOUTH MOBILITY SERVICES LTD 


The Barn Office, Roundwood Estate, 
Micheldever, Hants SO21 3BA 


“FOR THE ULTIMATE IN HOME CARE!” 


LE 


This stylish Hi-Lo Profiling Bed does not look 
out of place in any home. 


As recommended by Philippa Harpin (National Advisor 
for the Muscular Dystrophy Group). 


Suppliers to N.H.S., Social Services and 
Major UK Charities. 


Prices start from £599. 


PHONE NOW ON 01962 774381 


For a free colour brochure and price list 


Dump birth risk 


detailed proof of the dangers 
the chemicals and heavy metal 
cause before action is taken.” 

The spokesperson added: 
“The government needs to act 
now to protect future genera- 
tions from an environmental 
catastrophe. The Dolk study 
should be taken on board as a 
valuable contribution to the 
work which needs to be done.” 

However Janet Manning- 
Shaw, head of public affairs at 
the Environmental Services 
Association, which represents 
landfill site owners, maintained 
that the report had not found 
conclusive proof of a health 
risk from landfill sites. 

“The report should not be 
dismissed but should not be 
blown out of all proportion,” 


she said. 


Hard water ‘top| Pepper 


No more pain: What is claimed to be the first ever shop to be solely 
dedicated to pain relief has opened in South Woodford, in north- 
east London. Body Clock Health Care, which previously was a 
mail order only operation, will be supplying the TENS (transcuta- 
neous electrical nerve stimulation) system (above) which it claims 
offers effective pain relief for people with arthritis or multiple scle- 
rosis. Prices for the system range from £39 to £86.60 plus VAT. For 


more information, tel: 0181-532-9595. 


link to eczema’ 


Children are more likely to get 
eczema in hard water areas, 
new research claims. 

A report on primary school 
children in the medical journal 
The Lancet claims hard water 
may make worse existing 
eczema or prolong it. 

It says calcium and magne- 
sium both act as direct chemi- 
cal irritants, and encourage 
potentially irritating soap and 
shampoo to be used in greater 
quantities at bathtime. 

The report claims the effect of 
water hardness on the onset of 
childhood eczema is stronger 
than the reported effect of traf- 
fic pollution or any of the other 
suggested risk factors that have 


¢ UK's largest range of stairclimbers 
e Prices from £2,850 — £12,500 

e User operated 

¢ Carer controlled 

¢ No building alterations 

¢ Used at work, school and home 
° Free demonstrations 


been put forward as a cause of 
eczema. However the report 
does also accept that children 
can get eczema passed down to 
them genetically. 

A spokesperson for the 
National Eczema Society said 
the report was an advance but 
added that it “only painted 
part of the picture”. 

“For example,” the spokesper- 
son said, “eczema can be 
caused by house dust. It can 
also be eased with some special 
emollient soaps. 

“We think The Lancet should 
look at all possible causes of 
eczema and not only research 
the possibility of primary 
school children being affected.” 


of steps, stairs and 
reaching up to heights not 
possible when seated, 
using one of our unique 
wheelchairs. Can also 
avoid costly building 


alterations 


FREE DEMONSTRATIONS, 


ASSESSMENTS. 


CONTACT 


WHEELCHAIR CORPORATION LTD 


Incmoor House, Chelmarsh, 
Bridgnorth,Shropshire WV16 6AZ. 
Tel: 01746 861940 
Fax: 01746 862085 


up your 
eyesight 


Eating orange peppers and 
corn can help stave off failing 
eyesight, new research claims. 

Green leafy vegetables are rich 
in antioxidants and can also 
reduce the possibility of macu- 
lar degeneration — a major 
cause of blindness — says a 
research report in the British 
Journal of Opthalmology. 

However Antonia Chitty, an 
optometrist at the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind, 
said: “We definitely encourage 
everybody to maintain a 
healthy diet. But we think there 
might be a need for clinical tri- 
als about this.” 


¢ New lite standup 

¢ Lite to propel & transport 

¢ Choice of seat & back sizes 

¢ Unique comfort suspension 

¢ Sport, home, work, socially 

¢ Five seat widths, three colours 
¢ Manual or power stand 
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News focus 11 


Not to be taken for a ride 


Are disabled people to get anything out of the Government's plans for public transport? Lisa Hitchen finds out 


Transport around the country: (left to right) trying out 
SHEFFIELD FORUM OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


Deputy Prime Minister John 
Prescott is hoping the 
Government’s White Paper, The 
New Deal for Transport, will 
reform the transport network. 

Plans include providing extra 
money to local authorities to 
invest in public transport and 
setting up a Commission for 
Integrated Transport. Mr 
Prescott claims the plans will 
be better for people’s health, 
and for the environment. 

But will they help disabled 
people? Most cannot access 
mainstream transport, and sta- 
tions and bus stop design often 
creates obstacles. Only 32 of 
London’s 295 tube stations 
have complete lift access, and 
that’s only to some platforms. 

One alternative that has 
grown up to overcome these 


barriers is community trans- 
port. Over the last 20 years, 
Dial-a-Ride (DaR), Ring and 
Ride and other schemes have 
been set up on an ad hoc basis 
by voluntary groups. 

But it has not, by any means, 
been plain sailing. John Taylor, 
a director of transport consul- 
tancy , the Transport Advisory 
Service Partnership, told DN: 
“Often attempts to set up these 
services were over-optimistic 
and not well financed. It was 
difficult to persuade local 
authorities to fund them.” 

As a result, there is no uni- 
form funding. In London DaR 
receives funding from the 
Department of the 
Environment, Transport and 
the Regions and is managed by 
London ‘Transport (LT). 


Listen to this, John 


In large cities there have to be 
transport opportunities for 
people who find it difficult to 
travel, writes Anna Young. lam 
one such person, and in my 
experience the streets in 
London where I live are far too 
crowded for wheelchairs. They 
are often broken too. 

Yet public transport has little 
to offer for disabled people. 
There is virtually no wheelchair 
access to the tube, and very few 
buses have low floors, so 
disabled people with 
wheelchairs have to revert to 
taxis or Dial-a-Ride. With the 
latter you must give 48 hours’ 
notice, and can only use it to 
travel in your local area. Yet 
taxis cost the earth and often 
don’t turn up. 

In fact, I have felt more 
disabled living in London than 
anywhere else. 

So what is the solution? If 
money was no object, people 
with disabilities would be 
buying their own transport and 
adding to the traffic 
congestion. Deputy prime 


Anna Young: left at taxi’s mercy 


minister John Prescott intends 
to limit private transport only 
to those who really need it. But 
there cannot be any people who 
need it more than us. 

If he wants to find out what 
he has to do to make public 
transport a serious option for 
me, I will be happy to take him 
to the gates ot the tube station, 
the platform at Paddington and 
my local bus stop in Swiss 
Cottage. I will wave him 
goodbye as he travels away on 
the able people’s transport. But 
it will be my fist I am waving. 


Elsewhere most urban schemes 
are controlled by public trans- 
port executives. Rural funding 
is patchy, with councils and vol- 
untary groups footing the bill. 
Despite the differences many 
of the problems of these ser- 


“if you book the week 
before they charge you a 
few pounds. But if you 
book the day before, you 
pay 35p a mile” 


vices are universal. Paul 
Mortby, transport officer for 
the Sheffield Forum of People 
with Disabilities, is a regular 
user of community transport. 
He told DN: “The problem is 
that there are not enough vol- 
unteer drivers in the evenings to 
run them. Also if you book the 
week before they charge a few 
pounds. If you book the day 
before, you pay 35p a mile.” 

- Then there is the whole issue 
of costs verses capacity. 
Michael Dunne, partner in the 
Magic Bus Company, a private 
community transport service in 
Hounslow, West London, feels 
the current system is doing dis- 
abled people a disservice. “The 
people we pick up are very dis- 
satisfied with DaR which costs 
the taxpayer £10 to £11 per 
head,” he says. “We could do 
the Dial-a-Ride service cheaper 
than the cost of the subsidy and 
provide a better service.” 

But these claims are disputed 
by those responsible for fund- 
ing. Andrew Braddock, head of 
LT’s disabled passengers’ unit, 
says: “If you have a Dial a Ride 
bus which is more or less full 
on a short local trip then it 
might cost £2. If you take one 
individual across London then 
it might be £20. It isn’t mea- 
sured that critically. The sub- 
sidy figure is an average.” 

Others point out that cost is 
not the only issue here. Ann 
Byrne of the Dial-a-Ride and 


DART 


Taxicard members’ group 
DaRT says: “You cannot just 
look at cost per trip in isola- 
tion. You must also look at the 
value of the service to the peo- 
ple that are using it.” 

Another way to encourage 
people to leave their car at 
home might be to provide more 
door to door transport services 
for everyone. Train company 
Virgin Midland Mainline has 
set up a door-to-door taxi ser- 
vice that links up with trains 
travelling to London. All such 
taxis are wheelchair accessible. 

A review of door-to-door 
transport within London is 
being carried out by a specially 
appointed Commission, and is 
due to deliver its findings later 
this year. At the same time 
accessible transport strategies 


the ee i in Sheffield; climbing aboard a Dial-a-Ride bus in London; and direct action outside a bus in Whitehall 


BRENT MOORE 


in Glasgow and Hampshire are 
also being developed. 

But what about mainstream 
transport? Could there be any 
improvements there? Transport 
minister Glenda Jackson 
assured DN that the White 
Paper would deliver a national 
strategy for accessible trans- 
port, as the issue is “central” to 
her and other departments. 

Others are more cautious. 


Martin ~“Jones— of jthe 
Community Transport 
Association, an umbrella 


organisation, says the plans are 
“quite radical”. But he claims 
they will only succeed if local 
councils involve the whole local 
population, including disabled 
people, in developing local 
transport plans. We must wait 
to see if they do. 


‘Find out why Stannah 
is the world’s most 
ChOSEN. Stairlift.” enor srr 


NEW MODELS 
OUT NOW 


FREEPHONE 


\ 0800715 124 


Ext 4902 


eo 


Please send me details. For my household 


Name __ 


Address ___ 


San has built world- 
class Stairlifts for over a 
quarter of a century. More 
people choose a Stannah 
Stairlift than any other. 

Why settle for anything less? 


© Free stair survey 


O Fast, mess-free installation 


O Built for your stairs - 
straight or curved 


© New smoother, 
quieter ride 


O Full guarantee 


© 24-hour call out, 
365 days a year 


Postcode _ = 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 4902, FREEPOST SA344, 


Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


1994 


The world's most chosen stairlift 


12 Jobseeker 


Ian Edwards, 21, (above), who 
has a learning disability, bene- 
fited from a scheme run by 
STATUS Employment similar 
to the one which it will run 
under the New Deal. 

A personal consultant taught 
him his job as a woodworker. 

His father, Roger Edwards, 
says: “They just give him a job 
to do and he does it.” 

David Leslie Brown, 45, of 
Thurso, has multiple sclerosis, 


Opportunity knocks 


and has been out of work since 
1992. He has been accepted 
onto the New Deal through 
Jobs 4 All. He says: “This is the 
first opportunity I’ve had for 
work since I became disabled.” 
Ernest Constable, 52, has had 
therapy for back problems 
from Libra Health, one of the 
partners in Back to Work. He 
says: “I was a zombie on pain 
killers, but now Iam an 
assistant pub manager.” 


DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS WITH A 
SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR YOUR COUNCIL? 


ARE YOU GETTING THE EDUCATION, 
COMMUNITY CARE OR SERVICES YOU 
NEED? 


HAVE YOU BEEN THE VICTIM OF 
DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE YOU ARE 
DISABLED? 
David Ruebain is a solicitor specialising in Education, 


Community Care and Local Government Law for 
disabled people. He is also a specialist in disability 


discrimination law. 


We offer direct access for deaf people, through a 
lawyer fluent in British Sign Language. We also 
specialise in accident claims, medical negligence, 
conveyancing, wills and criminal law. Legal aid work 
undertaken. Offices also in Birmingham and Camden. 


For free initial advice contact: 


DAVID LEVENE & CO. 
SOLICITORS 


aA 


Legal Aid 


Ashley House 
235-239 High Road 
Wood Green 
London N22 4HF 


Telephone: 0181-881 7777 


Minicom: 0181-881 6764 
Facsimile: 0181-889 6395 
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The Government’s welfare to work plans are shaping up. Rod 
Hermeston takes a look at new schemes shortly to be launched 


Personal advisors, experimental 


employment projects and 
changes to the benefits system 
will help disabled people to 
find or stay in work, the 
Government insists. 

Its plans include a £195 
million New Deal for Disabled 


People on incapacity benefits or 


in danger of losing work. 
As part of this, the 


Government announced in July 


the winning bids to provide 10 
schemes, costing £2.4 million. 
These will test ways of helping 
800 disabled people find or 
keep work. 

Ten further schemes will 
follow, but the Government 
wants to get disabled people 
involved in deciding what they 
should be. 

Education and Employment 
Secretary, David Blunket, says: 
“The judgement as to how this 
works and how much more 
money should go in should be 
generated from the disabled 
recipients. I am confident we 
can allocate resources.” 

On top of that in March the 
Government announced 12 
pilot personal advisor areas to 
help 250,000 people on 
incapacity benefits costing £5 
million. The first six will start 
up in October. 

Personal advisors will help 
individuals develop action 
plans, and help employers to 


Seating 
The Ultima 


Urban World will employ learning disabled people in horticulture : 


retain disabled staff. The 
Government will consider 
implementing the scheme 
nationally in the year 2000. 

And from October the time 
limit for allowing disabled 
people to return to incapacity 
benefits if a job does not work 
out will be extended from eight 
weeks to one year. 

The innovative pilot schemes 
offer various ways of getting 
disabled people work, 
including mentors who already 
work giving advice and 
support, on the job training, 
and firms specifically agreeing 
to take on disabled people. 

Jobs 4 All in the North East of 
Scotland will recruit people 
with learning and physical 
disabilities into jobs, where they 
will be individually taught. But 
disability employment expert 


Specialists 


A chair with looks, mobility and 


ease of adjustment. 


Designed for the frail elderly, 
semi and non ambulant users. 


Setting new standards 
of comfort and support 


Multi Sensory 
Environments 


Creation of relaxing and 
therapeutic 
environments where 
interaction and control 
encourage exploration 
whilst ensuring comfort. 


For a better 
quality of life 


Kirton products represent excellent quality and value for money and come 
with the added comfort of our personalised service. For a no obligation free 


demonstration or trial contact our 


Customer Helpline (0800) 212709 


‘ 


Steve Davis wants to see more 
schemes like Back to Work in | 
the Midlands, which will treat 
people with musculoskeletal 
problems and help them to keep | 
or find jobs. ; : 
“There needs to be more 
emphasis in the second round of 
innovative bids on retaining 
disabled staff,” he says. “A high 
proportion of disabled people 
seeking work became disabled | 
while in work.” 
Sue Maynard Campbell of the | 
Association of Disabled 
Professionals also thinks the __ 
innovative schemes are not 
really that new, as other 
schemes have gone before them 
but subsequently lost funding. 
So there are doubts. But a lot 
of people are hopeful about the | 
New Deal. The proof will be in | 
the pudding. 


Winners 


Many innovative schemes have | 
places left. They include: | 
e Disability Business | 
Partnerships, in Bristol, 
Wiltshire, West Midlands and 
Wales, tel: 0117-953 8870. 

e Gateway Partnership, based 
in Hampshire and the Isle of 
Wight, tel: (01264) 811120. 

e Urban World, in Grimsby, tel: 
(01472) 315532. 

e West of England Centre for 
Integrated Living, tel, 0117-983 
9839. 

e Jobs 4 All, tel (01847) 896161. 
e Back to Work in the 
Midlands, tel: (01455) 890023. 
¢ Manchester Mental Health 
into Employment Project, ring 
Dave McDonald on tel: 0161-236 
Y222. 

e Leonard Cheshire 
Workability, nationwide, tel: 
0171-802 8200. 

e STATUS Employment, in 
Croydon, may still have vacan- 
cies, tel: 0181-681 3178. 

e Centrica North West Project, 
has vacancies for carers. Tel: 
0161-832 3030. 


{ 


| 
| 
: 
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News Focus 13 


Justice for the life ahead 


-A Law Lords ruling could greatly increase negligence awards. 
Rod Hermeston asks if this will reduce disabled people’s worries 


A House of Lords ruling this 
summer means disabled people 
could get record compensation 
payouts to meet the cost of 
future care and lost earnings. 

The Law Lords decided to 
raise the awards given to 
Margaret Thelma Wells, 62, 
Kelvin Page, 31, and James 
Thomas, eight. 

Awards for the kind of 
injuries or medical negligence 
they suffered are usually lower 
than the amount needed, as 
courts assume investing on the 
Stock Market — even if it is 
risky — can increase funds by up 
to five per cent per year. 

The judges in this case, how- 
ever, ruled that instead the 
money would be invested in 
Government stocks, as these 
have a guaranteed return. But 
they provide only three per cent 
growth, so the initial award 
would need to be higher. 

Paul Kitson, a partner at 
Russell Jones and Walker solici- 
tors, who represented Mr Page 
and Mrs Wells, says: “In severe 
injuries I would expect dam- 
ages to be increased by 30 to 40 
per cent. This ruling is of enor- 
mous importance and will 
affect thousands of people.” 

Mr Kitson insists that because 
the value of stocks and shares 
on the Stock Market can rise 
and fall it is not an appropriate 
way for someone who has had 
an accident to invest money. 

“These disabled people can- 
not choose when they buy and 
sell,” he says, “because they 
constantly need to withdraw 
money to pay for care.” 

Kelvin Page’s case certainly 
highlights problems with the 
old system. Mr Page, from 
Sheerness in Kent, has epilepsy 


Please send a Brochure to: 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Flights to Tenerife, Lanzarote 
Malaga, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve and Florida. 
Weekend breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 
16 Haweswater Ave, Astley, Lancs, 
M29 7BL. Tel: 01942 888844. 


and behaviour problems after a 
steel bar pierced his brain in a 
work accident. His initial 
award of £1 million has now 


Kelvin Page’s future is now safe 


Who can help you win 
Cerebral Palsy Helpline, tel: 
0800-626 216. 

Action for Victims of 
Medical Accidents, tel: 0181- 
686 8333. 

The Law Society (tel: 0171- 
242 1222) has a legal practice 
directorate, and an accident 
line on tel: 0500-192 939. 
Spinal Injuries Association, 
tel: 0181-444 2121. 

Headway, tel: 0115-924 0800. 


been restored, after the Court 
of Appeal reduced it to 
£730,000. 

His wife Vanessa says: “Kelvin 
could live till he is 80 as his life 
expectancy has not been short- 
ened. The money would not 
have lasted. Normal everyday 
working class people don’t 
know anything about stocks 
and shares.” 

Anne Luttman-Johnson, a 
personal injury claims consul- 
tant, agrees that things will be 
better. But she says people may 
live longer than the life span for 


which an award has been calcu- 
lated, and could still worry. 

“People are incredibly cau- 
tious about how they spend 
their money,” she says, “and 
don’t spend it on everything 
they need because they are wor- 
ried about old age.” 

And yet even as the implica- 
tions of these awards are being 
assessed, some people are 
warning of a possible backlash. 
Richard Parnell, research man- 
ager at the charity Scope, says: 
“There is a head of steam 
building up from the NHS 
about the drain on resources of 
medical negligence cases. | 
think there will be an attempt 
to say payments are excessive.” 

One solicitor in London is 
dealing with a case which he 
believes may go over £3.4 mil- 
lion under the new system. 

But Mr Parnell says big 
awards should not be seen as 
windfalls. “The media reports 
damages awards as if people 
are winning the lottery,” he 
says. “Really it is compensation 
for the needs of their life time. 
If they are lucky they can eek it 
out until the end of their lives.” 

The Law Lords have reduced 
immediate anxieties, then. But 
people could still be worried. 


UNIVERSAL PICTORIAL PRESS & AGENCY LTD 


as b5hl 
Will Justice deliver? Paul Kitson (left) says it will. But Anne 
Luttman-Johnson (right) thinks people will still have money worries 


At Barclays, we have an ongoing 
commitment to customer service — 
for everyone. 

For a copy of our leaflet detailing 
our services for disabled customers 


call the Barclays Information Line 


free on 0800 400 100. 
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Letters to 
the Editor 
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Aids don’t fit us well 


As a carer of children and 
adults with physical and learn- 
ing disabilities, your news of 
Scope’s equipment survey echoed 
my feelings exactly (DN August). 
So many times over the years I 
have tried to find an essential 
piece of equipment for the 
people in our care. The 
occupational therapists’ attit- 
udes have changed over this time 
from “I don’t know but I will 
find out” to “I don’t know”. 
My foster son outgrew all 
conventional car seats, posing 
great transport problems. No 
help or advice was given. A 
chance phone call from a fellow 
foster parent put us on to the 
wonderful harness that enables 
him to lie comfortably and 
safely across the back seat. It 
was brought in by Car Safety of 
Milton Keynes from the USA. 
Portable ramps — no help. The 
special bed, a Cotswold cot, for 
a little girl with Retts Syndrome 
whose sleep pattern was very 
disturbed we found through DN. 
Now we are desperate to find 
an alternative seating system 
for my foster son. If only there 
were regional centres of 


expertise to help us help him 
enjoy a more comfortable life. 
Janet Hall 

Norwich 


I was encouraged to learn that 
the Government wants to pro- 
mote a “network of regional 
centres of expertise where dis- 
abled people can get advice on 
equipment”. 

Would I be too optimistic to 
hope that we might aim for a 
similar ratio of centres to 
population as Denmark, where 
there are 40 technical aid centres 
for 5 million people? At present 
our network of 43 centres is 
trying to serve some 58 million. 

The DLCC is about to publish 
Community equipment 
services: why should we care? 
urging all those involved with 
equipment in the statutory 
sector to re-consider how they 
provide information, assessments 
and efficient systems for supply 
and maintenance. 

Maggie Winchcombe 

The Disabled Living Centres 
Council 

11 Cranmer Road 

London SW9 6EJ 


Chiropody service cut 


The prevention of disability 
should be one of the major 
concerns of all who are 
involved in health. So it is very 
sad when those responsible for 
providing a health service to a 
district take action that could 
easily lead to an increase in disab- 
ility in their elderly population. 

Recently our local Community 
NHS Trust announced that the 
chiropody service for which it is 
responsible is to be reduced to 
save money. 


The reduction is to consist of 
withdrawing the service from 
those who only need simple 
nail cutting and do not have 
any special medical condition 
such as diabetes mellitus. 

Very many older people need 
such a service to remain 
mobile, active and hence 
healthy. Loss of this help will 
lead to them slowly becoming 
disabled. Not only will the 
individual suffer but become in 
need of other social and health 


Council backs Part M 


I would like to clarify a couple 
of points in “Access Law Alert” 
(DN July). 

You refer to the National 
House-Building Council 
(NHBC) as the “industry’s 
trade body”. This is misleading 
as it implies we are a trade 
association. The NHBC is the 
premier warranty, inspection 
and regulatiory body for the 
UK house-building industry. 

Secondly, with reference to the 
alleged loophole for compliance 
of Part M, we would like to 
make the NHBC’s position 
clear. We provide a building 
control service. When a 
customer asks us to act for 
them, we are required by law to 
lodge an initial notice with the 
relevant local authority, which 
they must accept or reject. The 
initial notice is prescribed by 
Government and fixes the 
building regulations in force at 
the date it is served. The law 
also stipulates the fixed period 


of time for which that notice is 
valid before work starts, ie 
three years. Any changes to the 
original notice would be 
subject to the latest regulations 
in force at the time. 

This rule applies whether it is 
the NHBC, another approved 
inspector or a local authority 
carrying out the building control. 

We want to make it quite clear 
that the NHBC is an active 
supporter of the Part M 
extension to provide better 
access to new homes. 

We helped establish and now 
chair a working group to 
produce practical guidance for 
level thresholds. This will 
ensure that Part M changes do 
not compromise building 
standards, in line with our 
overall goal of improving 
house-building quality. 
Richard Burton 
National House-Building 
Council 
Amersham, Bucks HP6 SAP. 


facilities that are likely to be 
costly and much more of a 
drain on financial resources. 
Simple chiropody is a 
significant contribution to 
positive health in old age and 
must be recognised as such. It 
should be a service that is 
expanded and made easily 
available , not restricted. 


Tony Whitehead MB, BS, FRC © 


Psych, DPM 
Ovingdean 
Brighton and Hove 


Blind lawyer's 


j 


j 


‘acute perception’ 


Sir Michael Ogden QC is 


reported as voicing fears that a _ 


blind magistrate would not be 
able to see the body language 
of a witness, and saying it 
would not be enough to have 


two sighted JPs helping the one | 


with impairment because they 
might disagree (DN August). 


If sighted magistrates disagree | 


about body language, it seems 
fair to ask what weight should 
be given to their observation. 
But I want to make a more 
positive point. When I worked 
as an adjudicator, I was often 


assisted by a blind lawyer. While | 


I saw the outward demeanour 


of the people before us, usually | 


presenting their best front, his 


| 
f 
\ 
i 
| 


| 
i 
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acute perception of their speech | 
caught their inner uncertainties | 


and dubieties. I found that in 


| 
} 


practice it was he who helped me. | 


Derek Kinrade 
London SE15 
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by Dan Batten 


0-Done-osaur 
The belief that disabled people 


should protest in a more “pas- 


sive” way is alive and well. While | 


showing us what a good egg 
she is by “pushing my disabled 


half brother”, Ms Cristina Odone | 


of the New Statesman regards 
the disability movement as 
“angry parapelegics in Piss on 
Pity t-shirts” — Outrage “on 
wheels”. Now, why would us 
disabled people be angry, Ms 
Odone, when people like you 
are.allowed to perpetuate the 


use of such wonderfully archaic 


sentiments — and get paid for it? 


Bad endorsement 

David Butler can’t get motor 
insurance despite driving for 34 
years without a point on his 
licence and being a record-break- 
ing rally driver. He lost both legs 
and a hand in childhood. He’s 
been told by a company that 
his premium would be increased 
by 25 per cent for each limb lost. 
Put your feet down, insurers, 
and drive this unfairness out. 


Know what a portable 
induction loop is? 


No? 


In’99 you may have 
to provide one 


or some of your 
customers. 


a ee ee Oe ee ee ee ee 
The Disability Discrimination Act protects people against discrimination. In October 1999 further rights of access to goods, 


facilities and services come into force. These will apply to organisations and companies of all sizes in both the public 
and private sectors, and could require changes to help customers. To find out more about how the Act may affect you and 
~ to make your views known on a draft code of practice call now on 0345 622 633, textphone 0345 622 644 quoting 
DN/IL or fill in this coupon and send it to DDA Information Line, FREEPOST MID 02164 Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 9BR. 
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16 Sport 


Triple Paralympic sprint gold 
medallist Stephen Payton won 
another three golds and took 
two world records to help 
Great Britain reach second 
place at the Disability World 
Athletics Championships in 
Birmingham last month. 

Scot Payton, 21, kept the cere- 
bral palsy Class 38 100, 200 
and’400 metre titles he won at 
the first world championships 
in Berlin in 1994. After run- 
ning 11.76 seconds for the 100 


metres and 53.63 to break his 
own 400 metre world record, 
Payton would have gained the 
200 metre record had his run 
not been wind-assisted. 

In an amazing debut, 15-year- 
old Lloyd Upsdell also got his 
name into the record books, 
smashing the Class 35 200 
metre world record by half a 
second. He had already won 
the 100 metres. 

In the women’s cerebral palsy 
section, Caroline Innes and 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 
David Holding romping home to win the Class 55 100 metre race 


Esther Cruice added to the 
British medal tally with two 
golds apiece. 

In the wheelchair events, 
world record holder David 
Holding added the Class 55 
100m world title to his Atlanta 
Paralympic gold medal. 
Britain’s other star Tanni Grey 
successfully defended her Class 
54 200m world title, but had to 
settle for silver in the 400m and 
800m behind American LeAnn 
Shannon. Shannon’s competi- 
tion classification still remains 
controversial, as many fan and 
some team mates think she 
should not be in Grey’s class. 

In the field events Britain’s 
gold haul began on the first 
afternoon of competition as 51- 
year-old Sally Reddin set a new 
British record to win the Class 
54 wheelchair shot. 

The following day, Chris 
Martin set a world record when 
taking the Class 33 discus gold 
medal with a throw of 25.75 
metres and later added another 
gold in the javelin. Another 
British field star was Paul 
Williams, who won a gold and 
two silver medals in the Class 
35 javelin, shot and discus. 

British achievements aside, 
other leading performers 
included Canada’s wheelchair 


Runner up in Brum... 


Paul Williams reaching for gold 


racer Jeff Adams, who took 
gold in the Class 55 200 metre, 
1500 metre and 5000 metre and 
Swiss star Heinz Frei, who won 
the Class 54 400 metre and 800 
metres before going on to 
defend his wheelchair 
marathon world title on the 
final day of competition. 

Britain’s final medal haul was 
25 gold, 22 silver and 15 bronze 
— four golds adrift of Australia 
at the top. . 


... and bronzed in Spain 


Swimmer Tim Reddish hit the 
World Blind Championships 
with a splash, winning six 
golds and one silver to help 
Britain to third place behind 
hosts Spain and Canada. 
Reddish took golds in both 
the 100 metres freestyle and 
butterfly, and a gold in the 400 
metres freestyle. His other 
golds came in three world 
record-breaking performances 
by the Brits in the relays. 
Reddish, 41, said: “I was 
pleasantly surprised by my per- 


Pressure Relief 


Slim, lightweight design - ideal for a variety 
of uses including chairs, wheelchairs, beds, 


car seals etc. 
“seduces risk of pressure ulcers 
“s€asy to clean 
“No motor or electrical connections 
“eEffective & easy to use 
“Sa ow to medium risk users 


“SWATERLOW SCALE : 10+ and 15+ 


formances individually because 
I thought I was looking at 
bronzes and silvers.” 
Meanwhile, Judo juggernaut 
Simon Jackson maintained his 
form by taking the second 
world title in his career. 
Although he faced tough 
opposition from Ukrainian 
Vasyl Dub, the 26-year-old 
Lancashireman is now unbeat- 
en in 11 years. “Although I 
never considered the possibility 
of defeat,” he said, “it was the 
toughest fight of my career.” 


MAST. 1 GREED ScES 
y E R L oe ae 


PRESSURE DISTRIBUTING 


EXERCISE 
C U ) 


SUPPORT 
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For further information Phone: 01298 84491 Fax: 01298 84490 
or write to High Close Farm, Sheen, Hartington, Nr. Buxton SK17 OER 


Simon Jackson (right) in action in Madrid, where he kept his title 
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CAN BE DONE 


TOURS AND HOLIDAYS FOR ALL 
When accessibility counts for so much in a holiday, look no further! 
All the accommodation we recommend has been checked by one of 
our representatives. 
It’s impossible to list our full range of tours, overseas holidays, 
self-drive and adventure holidays in this limited space. 
New for 1998 are accessible scheduled daytrips from London 


CAN BE DONE LIMITED 
7-11 Kensington High Street, London W8 5NP 


Tel: 0181-907 2400 


G2 BIT@A 


The British Incoming Tour Operators Association 


Fax: 0181-909 1854 


Tanni Grey 


The first in a 
bi-monthly 
series of 
reflections 
from Britain’s 
top female 
wheelchair 
athlete. 


Competitive sport brings out 
about every reaction you are 
likely to meet in this life. 

That’s what I think, anyway, 
judging from the reaction I get 
as a wheelchair racer, and as 
disability athletics grows in 
prominence. There are many 
people who think it is 
“wonderful” that I do 
something with my time, and 
those who feel what I do is 
pointless when there are so 
many other rights that disabled 
people should be fighting for. 
To most people, being an 
athlete (and training 10 times a 
week, 51 weeks of the year) | 
when you canbe doing 
something more sensible is just 
plain ludicrous. 

During the timeI have been 
active in sport, I have seen 
many changes. The first 
Paralympic Games I competed 
in was in Seoul, South Korea, in 
1988. I saw the way a country 
which had virtually no 
provision for disabled people 
developed athletes over a two 
year period to compete ina 
showcase event, and then did 
nothing with them afterwards. 
Two years ago I met some 
athletes from Zimbabwe who 
told me how difficult it was for 
them to compete. To buy a tyre 
for the racing chair would cost 
three weeks’ salary. 

So now the World Athletics | 
Championships have just 
finished in Birmingham. The 
Australian team unsurprisingly 
topped the medal table, with 
Great Britain coming second. 

But I was pleased to see many 
new countries turning up. 
Countries that in the past had 
no tradition of disabled 
people’s rights, such as the 
Ukraine and Russia, are now 
fielding teams. It will not be 
long before these countries 
become dominant in all sport, 
rather than being there just to 
compete. It must follow then 
that however hard life must still 
be, social provision is also 
improving in these countries. 
Otherwise their athletes would 
not be recognised. 

It may also mean when 
countries like the Ivory Coast 
are winning meedals at the : 
highest level (as they were in 
Birmingham), that sport does 
have the power to change some 
things for the better — however 
long it takes. 
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Penalty pain again 


England was shot down by 
Germany in the first ever World 
Cup for players with learning 
difficulties last month. Poland 
won the tournament overall. 

England had trailed the 
Germans 1-0 in the quarter 
finals until the Germans con- 
ceded a late own goal. 

But Germany won the penal- 


Germany we could have gone 
all the way.” 

Poland was the outstanding 
team of the competition, taking 
the honours in the final against 
Brazil. The team beat the South 
Americans 4-0 in front of a 
10,000-strong crowd at Filbert 
Street, Leicester City’s home 
ground. Poland now add the 


world title to the European 
championship which they won 
two years ago, also in Leicester. 
For Brazil it was a case of déja 
vu after the defeat of their team 
by France in the final of the 
mainstream World Cup. 
Scotland only managed 14th 
place, despite beating India a 
staggering 21-0 in one match. 


ties 4-3, bringing back memo- 
ries of penalty shoot-out 
defeats for the mainstream 
team at the hands of the 
Germans in the World Cup 
1990 and Euro 96. 

Tony Chaple, Dave Lyons, 
and Malcolm Reilly had put 
their penalties away for 
England, but Brian Wheeldon 
and Adam Fowks both missed. 

England were left playing for 
the minor places after that, and 
a 2-0 defeat at the hands of 
Holland followed by a 5-0 win 
over Mexico meant they ended 
up in seventh place overall. 

The England team had suf- 
fered a setback earlier in the 
competition when five players 
had to be replaced because they 
registered IQs of more than 70. 

But team manager Steve 
Ramage said: “They still gelled 
together. They wore the three 
lions with pride. We really 
believe that if we had beaten 


A Es car gives us all freedom. The power to go where we choose, when we choose. It 
gives us independence and of course it gives us mobility. For wheelchair users though 
just getting in and out of an average four door saloon is not only difficult, it is sometimes 
nigh on impossible. 


Gowrings Mobility has been building high quality Chairman car conversions for over 30 
years so we understand the value of mobility. But don't just take our word for it, you can 
see what June and Bernard Simpson of Staffordshire had to say: 


“Since we have had our Chairman life has had 
a richer quality, with no problems of thinking 
shall we make the big effort to go out! 

It's just so easy.” 


JUNE AND BERNARD SIMPSON — CHAIRMAN OWNERS 


To find out how you can experience the pleasures of easy motomng call the Freephone 
number below for your free full colour Chairman information pack, or if you prefer 


complete the coupon. a eP 


a whole world of possibilities 


gowrings 


ee 


Take the strain: James Kearsley 
of the Yorkshire and 
Humberside team pulls up on Please send me further information regarding the Gowrings Mobility Chairman range. 
the rings at the Special ie us at: 

Olympics National Gymnastics Gowrings Mobility 
Championships. James was one Address: Ser PGET 

of over a hundred gymnasts 

who took part in the event at Newbury 

the Werrington Sports Centre Postcode: Tel No.: Berks RG14 5ZW 

in Peterborough. The North Gowrings Mobility Ltd. 3 Arnhem Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 5RU. Tel: 01635 529500. Fax: 01635 529400. Internet: www.gowringsmobllty.co. Uk 
West came top of the medal 
table, winning six golds. 


Please return this coupon to 
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This Chesnutt ain’t ho 


Rock singer and songwriter Vic Chesnutt 
is determined not to make too much of 
being in a wheelchair, he tells Peter Baber 


“T feel just as bad, I’m sure, as 
Dolly Parton does when they 
just talk about her big breasts. I 
always think like some day they 
won't. Seems like they quit 
talking about Dolly Parton’s 
big breasts at a certain time in 
her career.” 

So says American 
singer/songwriter Vic Chesnutt 
about the way journalists who 
interview him mention straight 


disabled people, he is unfussed 
about how his injuries have 
affected his career. “I just get 
on with it,” he says. “There are 
no wheelchair accessible stages 
on earth. But I just say: ‘Hey, 
big boy, haul my ass up the 
stairs.’ And it works great.” 

In any case, he now believes 
the day he broke his neck was 
not the most significant day in 
his life. That came four years 


earlier, when he had a 
“religious conversion” — to 
atheism. “It came to me ina 


away that he is “confined to a 
wheelchair”. (Not, in fact, 


“| hardly ever go: ‘Oh, 
this kerb is pissing me 
off,’” he says, “or: ‘quit 
looking at me funny, you 
crazy old lady.’” 


shaped my whole life,” he says. 
The “conversion” did not go 
down well at home in Georgia, 
where both his parents were 
committed Christians. His 
subsequent position as a 
“pariah, almost”, only added 
to his feelings of isolation. 
“Even after I broke my neck 
people who knew me before 
would say: ‘Because of this you 
believe like this,’ and I would 
say: “You knew me a year ago, 
and I always believed that.’” 
Given that this was the Deep 
South USA, land of the hellfire 
preacher, did any of his friends 
come up with fancier ideas 
than that? That it was the 
Almighty punishing dubious 
beliefs? “Oh, yah,” he says. “A 
lot of people said that, that it 


strictly true. Although he broke 
his neck in a car crash in 1983 
when he was 18, he can walk 
with a helper and a brace.) 
Now with a sixth album 
about to be released, a major 
record deal behind him, REM’s 
Michael Stipe among his fans 
and Madonna covering his 
songs, Chesnutt has good 
reason for hoping his musical 
talents, and not his disability, 
will finally come to the fore. 
Although he does want to see 
“lifestyle enhancement” for 


Standing makes life easier. 


_If you use a wheelchair you face 
inconvenience and difficulties - just 
from being forced to sit. The ability 
to stand means you can do more for 
yourself and greatly enhance your 
quality of life. 


Standing is good for your health. It 
improves your circulation and helps 
you to breathe better. It can help you 
to maintain muscle elasticity; to reduce 
spasticity; to.avoid the problems that 
lead to bone degeneration and skin 
breakdown, and it can aid: digestion and 
bladder function. 


The LEVO® range of stand-up wheel- 

chairs from Gerald Simonds includes 

both powered and lightweight, manually 
propelled models, with a choice of 
powered or mechanically operated 
stand-up. Whichever model is right for im 
you, it will help you in everything you do % 
- at home, at work, at school or college, 
and in your social life. It may even make 
alterations to your home or workplace 
unnecessary. LEVO’s smooth stand-up 
action means you can benefit from 
standing wherever you are - the office, 

the workshop, the kitchen, the 
supermarket, a party. 
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flash in church, and has kind of 


Sta 


Vic Chesnutt finds it “hilarious’ 


was divine retribution.” Then a 
grin appears. “Which is just 
really hilarious.” 

It seems very typical for him 
to find hilarity in what could be 
such a grim situation. He 
admits he has a “depressive, 
suicidal nature”. His third 
album, Drunk, was borne out 
of a major spat with his wife 
Tina. (They are still married.) 
You hear this maudlin side of 
him on some of the songs on 
his engaging new album, The 
Salesman and Bernadette. But 
watching this thin figure 
gesticulating wildly with his 
gnarled hands, you can’t help 


Contact us now and find out more about LEVO. 


Stand up for yourself. Look the world right 
in the eye. 


Stand up for yourself. 


’ that anyone should claim the Almighty was involved in his accident 


thinking he looks a bit like a 
clown. A very intense clown. 
And there has to be a more 
ironic side to someone who can 
come up with a line like: “She 
said her mother looked like the 
first lady/She’d been having this 


~ same problem lately.” 


Chesnutt however insists that 
whatever images you take from 
his songs are up to you: they 
are “intentionally blurred”. 

“T don’t want to put on any 
constraints,” he says. 


He shirks too from-addressing - 


disability head on. “I hardly 
ever go: ‘Oh, this kerb is pissing 
me off’, or anything like that,” 


MANUAL WHEELCHAIRS 
POWERED WHEELCHAIRS 


WHEELCHAIR SEATING 
SYSTEMS 


WALKING AIDS 
ELECTRIC SCOOTERS 
STAIRLIFTS 


EXERCISE EQUIPMENT 


a, 


DANNY CLINCH 


he says. “Or: ‘Quit looking at 
me funny, you crazy old lady.’ I 
don’t really talk about 
quadriplegia as a lifestyle. I 
don’t know why, I think it 
might be political. Forcing it to 
be a non-issue.” 

It is clear, however, that his 
accident had a considerable 
effect on his musical career. 

It certainly affected his guitar — 
style. He was taught a “swingy, 
country” style of playing by his 
grandfather — a formidable 
character, it seems, who openly 
criticised his playing even when 
he was wowing his fellow 
students at high school. 

“After my accident I just could 
not play a riff of that,” he says. 
“So I changed my style a lot. I 
had to strip out all the fluff.” 

He also thinks that, however 
much journalists have 
highlighted his disability, it may 
have prevented him winning a 
larger audience. “People just 
think: ‘Oh God, it’s too heavy, I 
just can’t deal with it,” he says. 

I had some doubts about that 
last statement. After all, other 
pop stars have made careers out 
of being “too heavy”, and their 
audiences have delighted in it. 

“Oh sure,” he says. “But I 
think they think: ‘Heavy songs 
—and a guy in a wheelchair. 
That’s just too much.” 

Recent developments might 
prove him right. Although 
Capitol paid for the production 
of The Salesman and 
Bernadette, the company has 
not renewed its contract with 
him. He was confident when 
speaking to DN, however, that 
an equally impressive label will 
be signing him up soon. We can” 
only hope he is right. 


The Salesman and Bernadette 
is released on 21 September. 
See review, page 28. 
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A isc eet con version 
whatever your lifestyle 


- our vehicles will carry almost any size of wheelchair 
and passenger as one of the family. 


Brotherwoods quality conversion of the Volkswagen 
Sharan is the only adapted vehicle in the U.K. 
with V.C.A. Type Approval No. LC326/A/027. 


All restraints including those for the 
wheelchair passenger, have been 
tested and approved to the 
.. highest European 
_ M1 standard. 


Look no further than a 
Brotherwood Conversion 


New cars supplied fully converted * Comprehensive range of refurbished 
second hand vehicles * Customer after sales support and buy-back service 
e Short & long term Hire or Contract Lease 


Ask for details on our full range of vehicles “ 


% 
Bn, & 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP get x Bi Ba 
Telephone: 01935 872603 * Fax: 01935 872853 “= — 
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20 Education 


A little bit of 
ingenuity can make 
all the difference at 
play time, says 
Yvonne Morris 


Play is often called child’s work 
and toys are a tool to stimulate 
the imagination and help a 
child learn about their world. 

In the early developmental 
stages, almost every activity 
contains some element of play 
and this is how children 
develop intellectually, socially, 
emotionally and physically. 

Although your child may have 
difficulties moving, co-ordinating 
their eyes and hands, under- 
standing or using language, or 
perceiving themselves and the 
world, you can still help them 
experience the fun of play. 

Here are some general ways to 
make play easier by adapting 
toys or the play area. 

Remember to give your child 
your undivided attention and 
let them make the “play” — 
what you perceive as “play” 
may not be how they see it. 

Also, people are just as 
important as the toys — 
especially for children with a 
visual impairment, who cannot 
watch other children and 
imitate their play. 


Toys: be adaptable 
Adapting the position of your 
child’s body to the work sur- 
face, the activity itself, the 
tools, materials and equipment 
used, and even your own expec- 


It’s child play if you DIY 


Accessible house: a block puzzle with large knobs attached 


tations, are necessary because 
enjoyment and success are vital 
to help a child develop play skills. 

There are simple ways to 
adapt toys (see below right) and 
you can learn handling techni- 
ques to position your child better 
from your therapist or your 
local child development centre. 

The most common needs are 
stabilising toys, helping with 
grasp and manipulation, and 
enabling the child to play. 

A handle attached to the toy 
can allow the child to hold it. 
Lengthening levers or switches 
on toys by attaching a tongue 
depresser (large lolly stick) or a 
piece of plastic helps the child 
to use them. Attaching a strap 


to a toy and putting it on their 
hand or attaching Velcro loop 
to a glove and Velcro hook to a 
toy will help with grasp and 
hold. To build up the grip size, 
try pipe lagging cut to size, 
sponge foam, polystyrene balls, 
lots of elastic bands, material 
or plasticine. 

A strip of magnetic tape can 
be attached to a toy and then 
played with on a magnetic 
board, eg a baking tray. 

Specially designed switch 
inputs and computer software 
can now give stimulating visual 
and auditory feedback, and 
consistent reinforcement of 
cause and effect. 

Switches are available for all 


Disability NOW 


Subscription form 


levels of ability, from a lever 
switch and a head switch to a 
suck and blow switch. QED 
have a wide range. 

Battery adapters are also 
available. A metal disc can be 
inserted into the battery 
compartment of a high street 
toy and then connected to a 
socket into which the jack plug 
of the child’s switch is inserted. 


Play areas 

For children who find it diffi- 
cult to move towards a toy or 
keep it in reach, you will have 
to adapt the play area, other- 
wise they will lose interest. 
Place toys so your child can 
select one and reach it by 
rolling, crawling or moving 
their wheelchair. Keeping toys 
within reach can make play time 
longer and reduce frustration. 

Lap trays, tables with rims, 
the inner tube of a tyre or a 
play nest will limit the distance 
a toy can go. Playing on an 
angled surface allows gravity to 
return the toy to the child. 

For a child with visual 
impairment, attach the toy toa 
piece of string or elastic or tie 
the toys on to a play table. 


Get the position right 
Wedges for lying on your front 
or back, side lyers, corner 
chairs and other pieces of floor 
sitting furniture can help a 


Easy ways to adapt toys 
Tape holds down a toy (any stationer) 
Dycem, a non-slip mat, minimises slipping and sliding. Glue small 
pieces to small objects to help stability (Rompa) 
G-clamps secure flat objects to trays, table edges, etc (DIY shops) 
Velcro can be glued or stuck on toys for stability (stationers) 
Wing nuts/bolts bolt toys to a table (DIY shops) 
Magnets stablise metallic objects (DIY shops) 


child with poor postural con- 
trol to maintain their seating 
balance. Putting them against a 
wall or sofa, or in the corner of — 
the room, all help stability. 
Wheelchairs, special seating, 
or chair and table sets that 
provide thigh, back and foot 
support can also assist play by 
allowing the child to concentrate 
on the activity, not their 
position. Or they can stand ina 
standing frame or prone stander, 
or use splinting equipment. 
Your therapist can advise you. 
Make opportunities for your 
child to enjoy play activities 
with your family and friends 
and be sure to focus your 
child’s attention on what they 
can do, not what they can’t do. 


Hope Education, tel: 0161-628 
2791 

Nottingham Rehab, tel: 0115- 
945 2345 

Rompa, tel: 0800-056 2323 
OED (Quest Enabling 
Designs), tel: (01329) 828444 
TFH (Toys for the Handi- 
capped), tel: (01299) 827970 
Planet gives information on 
play and leisure for disabled 
people, tel: (01923) 854861 
National Association of Toy and 
Leisure Libraries, tel: 0171-387 
9592 

Yvonne Morris is senior occu- 
pational therapist at 
Trengweath School, Plymouth. 


Individual athome address -£16 (123 : 
| 612 Issues) Elastic attaches toys to a play surface (haberdashery departments) 


Sponge foam, pipe lagging for building up a grip handle (DIY shop) 
Peta scissors are adapted scissors to suit most disabilities (Rompa) _ 
Magnetic tape attaches to toys for play on a magnetic surface (Hope) — 
Blu-tac, a temporary solution to stick things down (stationers) : 
Soap holders with suckers form a strong grip between two smooth, — 
non-porous surfaces (DIY shop) 

Pencil grips, a rubber triangle that slides on to pen or pencil (Rompa) 


Toy holder, a snap-on device to hold small toys (Rompa) 
Looking for a professional 


nursing agency to provide you 


with personal assistants or nurses? 


To subscribe, fill in this form and 
return it with a cheque (payable to | 
Disability Now) to: DN, 6 Market 
Road, London N7 9PW, or 

tel: 0171-619 7317. q 


£31 (24 issues) 


5 Professional/organisation -£25 (12 issues) 


£49 (24 issues) 


Subscribe to DN today and be entered into # Overseas (airmail) -£30 (12 issues) 


our fabulous Portugal holiday (see above). I P 
ose on means-tested FREE 


J benefits, e.g. Income Support | 
(please include proof of entitlement) 


I would like to subscribe and to enter 
the draw. 


European Nursing 
Agency 


I would like to subscribe but do not want 
to enter the draw. [J 


| would like to make a donation of 


I would like to give a gift subscription to: 
(Please enter your details opposite and [| 
their details below). 
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e We specialise in placing ‘live in' carers with the young 
and physically disabled. 

e All our managers have had personal experience in 
their own homes and understand the need for 
flexibility. 

© Based in St. Albans, we mainly cover London and the 

Home Counties. 
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| saved the shouts up’ 


A special school run for children with cp 
and parents helped committed Christian 
Sue Mckitterick and her daughter Jennifer 


In December 1994 a second 

- child was born to Dave and me. 
_ A little girl called Jennifer, to 
add to our cheerful 18-month- 
__ old Christopher. 

~ On her third day we were told 
she had damage in her brain. 

After check-ups we discovered 
she has cerebral palsy involving 
all four limbs — especially her 
left hand — and her mouth. 

We were shocked and 
disappointed. We hadn’t 
expected we would have a 
disabled child to look after. 

We were plunged into the 
NHS system where some of the 
professionals were less than 
positive about Jennifer’s 
chances of walking and talking. 


Want to know more? 

-Scope’s Schools for Parents 

are also in Aylesbury, 

_ Bradford, Bristol, Cardiff, 

_ Essex, Gloucester, __ 

Hampshire, Hartlepool, 

Kent, Leicester, Lincolnshire, 
London, Manchester, 

Merseyside, Northampton, 
Norwich, Plymouth, 
Redditch, Sheffield, 
Shrewsbury, Staffordshire, 
Sussex, and Walsall. For 
details tel: (01962) 863326. 


As Christians we cried out to 
God: “What is it all about? 
Why us? Why Jennifer?” 

Then when Jennifer was 11 
months old we visited Rutland 
House School for Parents in 
Nottingham, which had been 
recommended to us by 
someone we knew whose 
daughter went there. 

It is a unit for children up to 
five year olds and their carers 
which is funded by the charity 
Scope. Each child attends at 
least once a week with their 
parent or carer. In groups of 
three to six they follow a set 


pattern of tasks, covering every 
area of development: sitting, 
feeding, talking, moving, 
seeing, fine control, and 
understanding. Programmes 
are tailored to individual needs. 
Above all they are fun. 

At our first session there we 
knew we were accepted as 
whole people. Jennifer was 
accepted, never prodded, and 
her tantrums were patiently 
dealt with. 

Admittedly, sometimes my 
frustration did boil over into 
tears. But at Rutland House 
there is no shame attached to 
that. Tears are usually met with 
a smile. Staff understand the 
overwhelming frustrations 
parents feel. There is huge 
pressure on us always to be 
capable and controlled. 

For example, I still think other 
shoppers at the supermarket 
judge me as a bad mother 
because of bibs, awkward 
drinking and funny noises. I’ve 
often wanted to shout out to all 
of them: “Don’t you see just 
how hard this all is! Don’t you 
know how much it hurts?” 

But I haven’t done it yet. I 
have saved the shouts up for 
family and close friends. They 
recognise the safety valve in 
operation and put up with me. 

In fact, drinking is a good 
example of how Jennifer has 
steadily progressed. When she 
was one she needed to be fed 
from a bottle. At Rutland 
House I saw that even small 
children were giving themselves 
drinks from open cups. 
Jennifer couldn’t hold or drink 
from an open cup at this time 
but I dared to try one of these. 
After many practices she could 
get most in her mouth. 

But we still had a problem — 
she wasn’t strong enough to 
hold it on her own and only 


LORD MAYOR TRELOAR SCHOOL 
FROYLE ALTON HAMPSHIRE GU34 4LA 


O 


exists to provide 


EDUCATION, INDEPENDENCE TRAINING AND 
CARE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 7-16 WITH 


PHYSICAL AND LEARNING DISABILITIES 


¢ Full National Curriculum access 
+ Full range of subjects to GCSE/Welsh Board Certificate of 
Educational Achievement 


* Modified curricula available for students with learning difficulties 

* Conductive Education for day pupils aged 5-7 

* Unique inter-disciplinary education and therapy programme 
(FLAME) for students with Cerebral Palsy 

* On-site therapy and medical support, rehabilitation engineering 


and experienced care staff 


« Chaplain; counselling and careers advice services 


For further information, please contact Admissions Officer 01420 547425 


(Supported by The Treloar Trust, Registered Charity 307103 
which also supports a Further Education College in Alton) 


Sue McKitterick with Jennifer and son Chesca Jennifer has benefited hugely from phdand House 


mummy was allowed to help. I 
think it nearly broke Dave’s 
heart to be refused so many 
times by his otherwise 
affectionate daughter. 

But now we are working with 
open top cups. She likes it but 


she still gets lots down her chin. 


Over the same period Jennifer 
learnt to stand alone and step. 
When she was nearly three she 
took a few steps on her own. 
Now she can step confidently 
on the flat and is beginning to 


practise the stairs. She still has 
few crawling skills and cannot 
get off the floor on her own. 
But we are delighted with her 
progress. And with the changes 
in us. We started as fearful, 
frustrated parents, filled with 
doubt, confusion and pain. 
Now we are confident. 

Where to now? Well, Jennifer 
cannot feed herself yet and has 
limited speech. But in 
September she is due to start in 
a local mainstream nursery 


school, with a support worker. 
We have helped organise this 
and requested an assessment 
from our LEA. 

When Jennifer’s cp was just 
diagnosed a Christian friend of 
ours declared that God gives 
special children to special 
parents. I was dismayed. How 
could we be special when we 
hurt so much? Now the pain is 
duller and the tasks clearer, we 
know the joy she gives us and 


Awards 1998 


we do think we are blessed. 


A unique award given by disabled people. 


Supported by 


<X> 
Midland Bank 


CHESHIRE 


BUILDING SOCIETY 


Call 0845 606 50 50 if you want to 
reward someone who supports you. 


Creating opportunities with disabled people 
Leonaro CHEshine” 
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22 Fashion 


Above: In the sand. Laura 
braves it in a pink cardigan, 
£13.99, and claret cord jeans, 
£10.99, both from Ladybird, 
and “Anna” T-bar shoes, 
£24.99, from Littlewoods, tel: 
0345-888 222. George dons a 
green t-shirt, £9.99 for two, 
Littlewoods, and denim shorts, 
from £6.99, Adams, tel: 0500- 
330 040. 


Left: Feelin’ fleecy. Laura wears 
an orange polyester pinafore 
dress, from £12.99, from 
Littlewoods, with a white 
polyester/cotton cardigan, 
£13.99, Ladybird at 
Woolworths, tel: 0171-262 1222. 


STAIRLIFTS 


: For the finest Quality and Service 
in New & Reconditioned Stairlifts! 


At Caremor Stairlifts we have 
a wealth of knowledge and 
experience that will help 
guide you to the best and 
most cost effective solution 
to your stairlift needs. 


) Free Design & Planning 


Wide range to choose 
from, Straight/Curved 


Fitted in less than a day 
No Disruption & 
No Damage 


Written 10 YEAR 
Warranty 


To arrange your Free Consultation and Brochure 
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Remember going back to 
school after your long summer 
holiday? The frowns, the tears, 
the screaming at mum? Would 
the bribe of nice new clothes 
sweeten the bitter pill of seeing 
teacher again? Or did you just 
think that mum’s taste was 
appalling and throw a tantrum 
when she unveiled your “new 
look” for the new term? 

Maybe you were a nice kid 
and wore whatever mum 
bought without fuss because 
you just weren’t that bothered. 

Our two models seemed to 
fall mainly into the latter cate- 
gory. They were both game to 
try the wide range of bright 
gear on offer. 

The venue for the fashion 
shoot, the Hayward Adventure 
Playground for children with 
disabilities in North London, 
was also acceptable as we 
didn’t have a scream or a sulk 
out of either of them. 

In fact, George Roberts and 
Laura Bearne were both star 
models in the making. George 
showed his extrovert side, 
choosing a bright lime green 
zipper top and striking 
turquoise jeans. 

This outfit raised one of 
many large grins from George, 
who has cerebral palsy and 
attends the Peto Andras School 
of Conductive Education at 


Trendy to 


Lisa Hitchen and Dan Batten checked out the autumn ranges of, 


the charity Scope. Mum Eileen 
was happy with the combina- 
tion. “I like to dress George in 
bright colours,” she said, “and 
the outfit is easy to put on.” 

Laura, who has cerebral 
palsy, was dressed up as belle 
of the ball in a swish purple 
dress. But the matching hair- 
band was greeted with disdain 
and thrown on the ground. 

In fact she didn’t think much 
of this outfit, telling us yellow 
was her favourite colour. Girl 
power indeed. She was more 
in favour of the black Hush 
Puppies with bright pink flow- 
ers. Mum Lucy liked the outfit 
but didn’t think the dress 
would be everyday wear for 
Laura. “I think it would be 
more suitable for a party or 
special occasion” she said. 

Next up for George were 
denim dungarees and a red 
top. Eileen had thought these 
would make George look 
childish, but was’ pleasantly 
suprised and thought he 
looked “very cute”. 

Laura opted for a fleecy 
orange dress. She liked the 
fluffy texture which she said 
gave it a “funny” feel. A white 
cardigan with a scalloped neck 
and some blue shoes finished 
off the look. 

Proving he’s first in line for 
the cool look, a stripey t-shirt 


Above: Sporty gal. Laura limbers up in purple sports leggings with 
stripes, from £7.99, and a white t-shirt, from £4.99, from Adams. 


Above: Ready for action. Laura lij 
stripe detail, from £7.99, from Ad} 
from Adams. George wears a strij 
Littlewoods, and navy denim shok 


found its way onto George 
next, along with some navy 
denim shorts. Another grin 
from George. Eileen said she 
would usually dress George in 
clothes like these for school 
and tries to mix fashion with a 
measure of practicality: 

Laura also went for stripes 
with a pair of purple leggings 
and a white t-shirt. “I like my 
stripes,” she said when not 
poking out her tongue. “I 
don’t normally buy stuff like 
this,” said Lucy, “but I quite 
liked it. I think she looks good”. 

Finally, to end a busy day 
strutting his stuff, George tried 
a green t-shirt with his blue 


Fashion 23 


s take off 


school cool with a pair of willing four-year-olds and their parents 


Right: Party time. Laura wears a purple velour dress (matching 
headband, not shown), from £11.99, from Littlewoods. George 
stands out in a lime zip-neck top in polyester and turquoise ripstop 
cotton trousers, both £9.99 from Ladybird. 

Thanks to Hayward Adventure Playground, Islington. 


_ Hyundai have done it again. Or at least that’s 
what the motoring press would have us believe. 


‘er According to ‘Autocar, the new ‘Hyundai Atoz 
_ represents a “potentially class-busting combination | 
_ of packaging, performance and equipment”. (25.2.98) 
ee ‘Who are we to disagree? a 

ae After all, the Hyundai Atoz does start from just 
£6,999 and with easy access via 5 doors, power 


assisted steering, metallic paint, great headroom 


as air-conditioning, central locking, electric 
front windows, alloy wheels, metallic paint and 
a full-sized driver’s airbag as standard for only 
£7,999". : 

And who else offers the option of a 5-speed semi- 
automatic transmission where you change gears 
without using a clutch pedal, or a 3-speed fully 
automatic transmission, but still with no advance 
payment on the Motability Scheme?* 


For details on the Hyundai ‘Motability’ Scheme 


and the exciting Hyundai range of coupés, 
hatchbacks, saloons and estates, call free on 0800 
981 981, or visit www.hyundai-car.co.uk. 


and superb visibility, there’s nothing else quite like 


. "What's more, its sibling Atoz+ has luxuries such 


New car. 


No clutch. 


p in purple sports leggings with 

1 a white cotton t-shirt, from £4.99, 
on t-shirt, two-pack, £9.99, from 

1 £6.99, from Adams. JAMIE FACER 


No advance payment. 
No worries. 


s, forcing his dental work to the 
gain. “Ideal for playschool,” said 
1, “as George has to wear shorts as 
»f his school uniform.” 

iper-smart pink cardigan and claret 
ers were the next choice for Miss 
1e. Laura’s comments? “Yuck!” 

m took the opposite view, and 

sht it would'make a good outfit for 
ng in the winter. 

white t-shirt wasn’t a hit with 

2 either, but she is sure to be seeing 
of them because Mum plans to 
ome for school in September. 

nts. No taste. 


; Hyundai Car (UK) Ltd., St John’s Place, Easton Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 1NL. 
Hyundai Atoz (manual) at £6,999 and Atoz+ (manual) at £7,999, on the road including 12 months Road Fund Licence (not applicable to Higher Rate Mobility Allowance). 


Optional 5-speed semi-automatic transmission £470, 3-speed automatic transmission £699. ‘Subject to status. 412,000 miles per annum. Written details on request. 


*This is the trademark of Motability: Registered Charity No.299745 SU1otabi ht ty 


e: Action man. George gets rugged 
nim dungarees, £9.99, with a red 
shirt, £7.99, both from Ladybird. 
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24 Motoring 


David Griffiths was 
disappointed by 
the Northern 
Mobility Road Show 


Braving the vagaries of British 
summer is one thing. Negotia- 
ting half an acre of fly-ash rid- 
dled with nails, glass, metal 
shards and stones in a wheel- 
chair is something else. 

[joined a small group of would- 
be Mobility Roadshow goers 
waiting for the shuttle in a 
dust-storm. 

Nearly an hour elapsed before 
we arrived by minibus at the 
Sheffield Arena. We had had no 
shelter and no toilet facilities. 
The minibus driving caused 
wheelchairs to break free, one 
passenger becoming frightened 
as her chair swung across the 
vehicle. The driver stopped, but 
so suddenly that it made things 
worse. 

Sheffield Arena has 
considerable adjacent parking 
on asphalt or concrete surfaces, 
and there are many reserved 
parking bays for disabled 
visitors. I could see them — since 
they were all empty. 

I headed for the outdoor 
stands hoping to complete the 
circuit before the rain set in. 
Noticeable were gaps where 
exhibitors should have been but 
had failed to materialise. 

However, there were some 
bright spots. Lewis Reed has 
joined other companies choosing 
the new Mercedes Vito and 
were showing their first “drive 
from-the-chair” conversion. 

In Lewis Reed tradition, it 
was functional and nicely 


a 


They say it’s grim up North 


fae 


presented. They opted for rear 
entry, removable seating and 
basic push/pull hand controls 
on this model. 

The Vito was also in evidence 
as a passenger carrier on 
Interbility’s stand (again, a 
nice, unfussy, practical layout), 
and KC Mobility was demon- 
strating a high-tech conversion. 

Transits, by contrast, were 
pretty thin on the ground — 
even the Ford stand didn’t 
appear to have one. 

There can be no doubting the 
attraction of the Vito, but until 
a diesel automatic arrives here 
(they have been available on the 
continent for over 12 months) 
can owners really afford to run 
them? 17mpg seems about 
right, and with no change out 
of £800 for an exhaust pipe, it 
makes the humble diesel transit’s 
35mpg and £3,000 lower price 
tag look more appetising. 


Wheelchair sport: Nottingham MG Centre’s Midget conversion 


The Vito isn’t really new. Skoda’s 
Octavia is, and it looks sleek, 
smooth, practical and affordable. 
The estate is quite cavernous. 
Models with automatic 
transmission will be here soon. 


Skoda quality has rocketed 
since VW became involved, and 
they now boast some of the 
most satisfied customers. No 
prices yet. 

A pity the stand was inacces- 


Lewis Reed’s wheelchair-drive conversion on the Mercedes Vito 


; For total 
“ manoeuvrability 
around your 
home, 


Freephone 
0800 715 438. 


“aan inc ev heig saat Baa Fone Gea ee A SS 


ee The new height-adjustable Stannah Power Chair can rotate on the spot, turn sharp corners 


and manoeuvre through tight spaces with ease, giving you total mobility with complete comfort. 


Tr |_| Please call to arran 


ge my FREE DEMONSTRATION AND TRIAL. 


[_|Please send me a Stannah Power Chair brochure. 


Name 


Telephone 


Stannah 


Power Chair 


Sleek and affordable: Skoda’s new Octavia brightened up the show 


sible, but they did make up for 
it with very helpful, knowledg- 
eable and interested staff. 

Nothing new about an MG 
Midget, but there’s a “boy- 
racer” in many of us and 
Nottingham MG Centre could 
make your dreams come true 
with MidGability. They took a 
trusty Midget, fitted automatic 
transmission and servo brakes, 
widened the doors and opened 
up the boot space. A rebuilt 
MG with disability awareness 
for less than £10,000. 

The Carmobility Seat — 
modelled around my wife — is 
reaching into a wider market. 
Watch out for the Linea Guida 
drive system from Italy (the 
Tronic Electronic Clutch is a 
neat package) and the French 
Swingo chair which enables the 
user to remain seated whilst 
being carried inside a family car. 

One nice surprise was Millers 
Mobility. Donald Miller made 
headlines in the late 60s with a 
drive-from-the-wheelchair 
conversion on a Daf 44, 
predating the rest by 20 years. . 
Now Gary Priestley hopes to 
put the name back on the map 
by offering a range of modifi- 
cations and options for drivers. 

The show finished at four, so I 
joined another group waiting 
for a shuttle back to the waste 
tip and found all the helpers 
had gone. We were unloaded at 
the entrance and left to fend for 
ourselves. An unaccompanied 
manual chair user faced 70 
yards of soggy slime, stones 
and industrial garbage in the 
pouring rain to reach his vehicle. 
My trek was twice that, but at 
least I had an electric chair. 

So, sorry Sheffield. It is just 
not good enough for this 
enlightened age. 


Linea Guida drive systems and 
Swingo Wheelchair via Carmob- 
ility, tel: (01295) 568830 

Millers Mobility, tel: (01484) 
F272 

Lewis Reed, tel: 0151-608 9933 
Nottingham MG Centre, tel: 
0115-961 5283 

Skoda UK, tel: 0181-349 1558 
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You and your money 25 


Budget don’t fudge it 


With a little budgeting you can make the best of what paltry benefits you get. Rod Hermeston shows you how 


Coping with the cost of living 
can be no mean feat for dis- 
abled people on a low income. 

Whether you are leaving your 
parent’s home or residential 
care or if you are newly 
disabled, you will face the usual 
expenses and you may come up 
with extra costs. 

So it is a good idea to set up a 
budget to help you meet weekly 
living expenses and pay bills. 

But how do you get started? 


Kill two birds with one stone 
Everyone knows accounting is 
tricky, but advice groups can help 
you — in more ways than one. 

Audrey Stanton, an advocacy 
worker for young disabled 
people at Greater Manchester 
Coalition of Disabled People, 
says: “An organisation of 


Bills no 
bother 


Lisa Dennis (above), 24, has 
cerebral palsy, and lives alone 
in a flat im Tyne and Wear. 

Her weekly income is: 
e £59 income support 
e £30 disability living allowance 
e £50 housing benefit 

The housing benefit goes to 
pay her rent, so the money she 
has left is £89. 

She does not pay council tax, 
but every week she does pay: 
e £4 in telephone stamps 
e £2 in TV stamps 
e £10 electric stamps 
e £6 in instalments for water 
e £2 for an insurance policy 
e £5.50 in payment for a new 
vacuum cleaner 
e £30 on food 

“That would cover all of my 
bills and essentials,” she says. 
“After I’ve taken into account 
money for socialising, I’m left 
with about £5 to £10 to buy 
clothes or beauty products. 
- “Paying things in instalments 
means I do not spend all my 
money on lager and chocolate, 
and I do not have a heart attack 
when the big bills come in.” 


disabled people or a Citizen’s 
Advice Bureau can check you 
are getting the benefits you are 
entitled to as well.” 


Sort out your spending 
Once you have that sorted, you 
should then work out what 
your weekly spending will be — 


“Pay the essentials 
straight away so you 
don’t spend money that 
should go on them.” 


on rent, food, clothing, trans- 
port and other bills. 

Many advisors say if you set 
something aside, or make 
small, frequent payments they 
will not take you by surprise. 

“It may be worth paying the 
essentials straight away so you 
don’t spend money that should 
go on them on anything else,” 
says Judith Rutnam, debt and 
disability project worker at 
Sheffield Citizen’s Advice 
Bureau Debt Support Unit. 


Bills, bills, bills, and bills 
You could pay your council tax 
by twice yearly, monthly or 
weekly instalments. 

It is also possible to pay the gas 
and electricity by monthly or 
weekly instalments. If you pay 
by direct debit through a bank, 


you may get a discount. You 


can also get a prepayment 
meter to pay these bills. 

The BT Payment Card allows 
you to pay your telephone bill 
in instalments of as little as £2 
at shops and post offices. You 
can also get stamps for the 
telephone. BT also offers a 
monthly budget account which 
take a set amount each month 
and settling the difference later. 
A simpler option might be just 
to restrict yourself to using the 
telephone only at the cheaper 
evening and weekend periods. 

You could apply to pay your 
TV licence weekly, or pay it 
quarterly or monthly, or buy 
TV licence savings stamps at 
the Post Office. 

Such devices should help you 
spread your costs. But there are 
hidden dangers to look out for. 

Ms Rutnam warns: “If you 
have not got enough money in 
your bank direct debit 
payments can bounce and you 
have bank charges to pay.” 

If you find that after all your 
efforts you need a loan, Ms 
Rutnam says credit unions are 
always better than doorstep 
loan lenders. You don’t want to 
be swimming with sharks. 


More help needed 

Of course, there may be addi- 
tional disability-related needs, 
such as care, extra motororing, 
heating, laundry, special diets 
and getting somebody to do the 


garden. All of these bump up 
your costs. 

You will find that many local 
authorities charge for services. 
Or they migh just decide you 
don’t need them. 

So you should let them know 
what your extra costs are when 
they are calculating what to 
charge you. 

Ms Rutnam says: “If you 
cannot pay they do not have to 
withdraw the services. You 
should also press for the 
services that you do need rather 
than pay for additional services 
which they are not providing.” 

Disabled people can also buy 
their own care using direct 


\ € 


Money Money Money: budgeting helps you enjoy life 


SCOPE 


payments from their local 
authority if the authority 
chooses to run such a scheme. 

Most authorities who do run 
direct payments insist they are 
put into a separate bank 
account and are only used for 
the cost of care, not general 
living. As an employer, you will 
also have to pay national 
insurance and holiday pay. 

Ms Stanton says: “I would 
advise young people using these 
schemes to get someone to do 
the accounts. If they do not 
they will get into a mess.” 

No one is saying life on a low 
income is easy. But thinking 
ahead can make a difference. 


How to find help 


e For the BT Payment Card, or 
a booklet called Minding Your 
Money, which gives advice on 
budgeting, and reducing bills 
freephone 0808-1000 595. 

e Personal finance computer 
software is also available to help 
you manage your budget. These 
can keep track of your balance, 
remind you when bills need 
paying, and help you work out 
how to repay a loan. Software 


includes Microsoft’s Money 
98, at £29.99, tel: 0345-002 000, 
and Quicken 98 by Intuit, at 
£29.95, tel: 0800-585 058. Both 
run on PCs only. 

e West of England Centre for 
Integrated Living supplies the 
Personal Assistant Employer's 
Handbook, which includes 
budgeting advice for employ- 
ing your personal assistan, 
from £10, tel: 0117-983 9839. 


IS GETTING INTO AND OUT OF 
YOUR CAR DIFFICULT? 


Enjoy stress free access to your vehicle with an 
Elap Rotating Car Seat 


Seats designed for most 
makes and models of 
both two and four 

door vehicles 


for further details please contact 
ELAP Engineering Ltd, 
Dept. DN, Fort St, 
Accrington BB5 1QG 
Tel: 01254 871599 

Fax: 01254 389992 


FREE 


LIVING 


for your free tickets. 


TICKETS 
O 
INDEPENDENT 


at 
WEMBLEY 


Why struggle when there are so many solutions 
to mobility difficulties. Visit Independent 

Living and see them all under one roof. Before 
you buy, take this opportunity to test, compare 
and get all the free advice you need. Call today 


To Order your FREE TICKETS 
CALL TODAY 


01275 836465 


ER 


Free Ticket Coupon 


Please send me 


Name 


Address 


Wembley 


Exhibition Centre, 


9th - 10th September 1998 
SEND FOR YOUR FREE ai Shared TODAY! 


Independent Living. Freepost sWwB 118, 
PO. Box 513. Bristol, BS99 Z2BR 


or call the ticket hotline 


O1 275 B36465 


tickets: 


ae ee ee ew ee ee ee ww ewe eee 


Postcode ————____—_—_——_—_ DN 
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‘His big sleep is the bi 


Good grief it isn't, 
says Agnes Fletcher, 
on her experience of 
bereavement 


Every day death lands a punch 
in the stomach, heart or head 
of hundreds of people, often 
without warning. 

Trying to describe the years 
since my father’s death, I think 
not of an emotional process 
leading towards “acceptance”, 
but of his death as a psychic 
bruise which has faded so 
slowly that the change is 
imperceptible at first, yet likely 
always to be painful if touched. 
His big sleep is the big bruise. 

To apply another analogy, 
grief is my inconstant 
companion. There was an 
intense period, lasting at least 
five years, when we were in 
each other’s company much of 
the time. By accident or design, 
I could lose grief for minutes, 
hours, days. Later, grief’s visits 
were less frequent but we still 
meet up for birthdays, Christmas, 
anniversaries, sometimes just 
for the hell of it. I don’t think 
we will ever lose touch completely. 

If someone had talked to me 
about “the stages of grief” ten 
years ago, I would probably 
have been enraged and dismissed 
the model— “shock, disbelief, 
anger, guilt, depression, 
resolution”, for example —as a 
smug prototype. It would have 
made no sense. Nothing did 


Slide into your cat..... 
cr save money! 


The new CARONY from Sweden is now available in 
the UK! 

Comfortable Recaro seat - easy on your back! 
Precision engineered slideways - easy on your carers 
back! 

Safe & reliable - crash tested & approved. 
Interested? 

Phone Steering Developments on 01442 212918 
for a brochure or demonstration. 


Help when you need it: Cruse Bereavement Care offers counselling, support groups and publications 


then. The world was wrong. 

Now I can make the “stages” 
of grief mean something. Even 
some of the clichés make sense: 
time is just about the only thing 
that has healed the bruise. 

Perhaps thinking about grief 
as stages allows the reassuring 
sense that your feelings are 
“normal”. That hasn’t always 
been what I wanted. I wanted 
to feel that my feelings, my loss, 
were unique and extreme, to 
reflect the uniqueness of the 
person I had lost. 

I didn’t read any books about 
death or bereavement and 
doubt they would have helped. 
It is possible that they could 
have helped the people who 
cared about how I was feeling; 
would have provided 
alternatives to grating clichés. 


Install a CARONY 
wheelchair & your 
new car is VAT 
EXEMPT! 


Transfer from 
wheelchair to car 
without leaving 

your seat! 


ad 


ELECTRIC VERSION NOW 
AVAILABLE... 
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When faced with other people’s 
distress after a death, I find 
myself as awkward as I found 
others. 

Books which speak directly of 


‘| wanted to 
feel that my 
feelings, my 
loss, were 
unique and 
extreme’ 


first-person experience, 
perhaps interspersed with the 
experiences of others, have 
made bearable, even useful, 
reading more recently. 

Rebecca Abrams’ When 
Parents Die was one. You'll Get 
Over It: the Rage of Bereavement 


by Virginia Ironside (Hamish 
Hamilton, £16.99) is another. 

Others seem so sticky with 
sentiment, so gleeful about 
“good grief” — the positive 
experience of loss through 
death — that, for me, they were 
and are unreadable. 

Helping Children to Manage 
Loss by Brenda Mallon (Jessica 
Kingsley, £14.95) covers 
divorce, deaths of parents and 
siblings, and facing illness. 
Directed at counsellors and 
teachers who may help families 
by providing impartial support 
from outside the junction of 
confusion, fear and pain, it 
might also be of use to parents. 
It is full of direct quotation 
from children explaining their 
feelings, and saying what 


helped and what didn’t. 


y b 


ruise’ 


Facing Death and Finding 
Hope by Christine Longaker 
(Arrow, £6.99) aims to provide 
guidance on a positive attitude 
to and management of death 
“for anyone concerned with a 
dying person”. 

Transfused with Longaker’s 
Buddhist beliefs and with an 
introduction by Soygal Rinpoche, 


author of The Tibetan Book of 


Living and Dying, it is a book 
“to inspire and strengthen 
you”, according to Rinpoche. 
Not my choice, but an 


interesting read and Longaker’s | 
own words about her husband’s | 


death at 25 struck chords. 

Being disabled and having 
friends and loved ones who are 
disabled brings one into 
inevitable contact with 
thoughts about death. 

Many disabled people live 
shorter than average lives. 
Length not being everything, 
that wouldn’t matter if disabled 
people on the whole had access 


‘to the same quality of life as 


others — including the freedom 
to participate and have access 
to services that keep them 
healthy and give them choices. 
My father’s death has made 


me more anxious about those I | 


love. I saw, very graphically, the 
frailty of human flesh and felt 
very strongly my utter 
impotence in the face of death. 
I wish his death had been 
different and that, during his 
long illness, I had talked more 
directly about it to him, which I 
think he could have coped with 
even though I could not. I wish 
I had not denied that he was 
dying until after the event. 


My father’s death was foresee- | 


able. But if your experience of 
death has been sudden, you 
may find the Samaritans 
Bereavement Information Pack 
for those bereaved through 
suicide or other sudden death 
of use. They have also launched 
a text-phone number for 
hearing or speech impaired 
people. 

Though I find it impossible 
to think of grief as good or 
positive, other people do. 

Living with impairment and a 
constant awareness of the 
inevitability of death does 
encourage me to try to “live 
every day as though it was my 
last”. No hope of an afterlife 
means getting it right for 
people in the here and now, and 
people not dying unnecessarily 
or alone because of a lack of 
services or discrimination in 
the health service. 


Cruse Bereavement Care, tel: 
0181-940 4818. 

The Samaritans, tel: 0345-909 
090 (national helpline). 
Textphone: (08457) 909192. 
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Snap victory 


What independence means to you was the theme of DN’s national 
photography competition, Freedom in Focus, and as you can see we 
had some exciting, memorable entries. 

Winner of the adult section was The Independent Shepherd, 
directed by wheelchair user Nigel Hodges, from Worthing, Sussex, 
who owns the sheep in the picture. The judges unanimously agreed 
that this was a striking image, well designed. 

Runner-up was Mrs Liz White, from Winchester, Hampshire, with 
her out-and-about picture that radiated sunshine and the scent and 
swish of grass. “My friends seemed to be floating through the 
grass,” she said, “and I said, yes, that’s the picture I want to take.” 

Barry Newman from Meldreth Manor School in Hertfordshire 
won the young people’s section for a well-timed picture of an 
excited friend emerging from the school’s fire shoot. 

The winners have each received a voucher from London’s famous 


More Capacity 


6 Persons including wheelchair 


More Options 


Telescopic side steps 

Choice of wheelchair ramps 
Choice of wheelchair securing 
Detachable tow bar 


More choice 
Full Volkswagen Sharan 
Model Range 


More value For Money 
Fully adapted from 


£17/995 


Copthorne Tara hotel for a 
weekend break for two, a Canon 
camera and three rolls of Fuji- 
colour film. Mrs White also 
received three rolls of film plus 
Fujicolour disposable cameras. 

Thank you to everyone who 
entered the competition, and 
especially to the judges: Edwin 
Appleton, an hon fellow of the 
Royal Photographic Society 
and secretary of the Disabled 
Photographers’ Society; RNID 
chief executive James Strachan; 
and DN’s regular photographer, 
Graham Bool. 
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More Original Features 
Volkswagen seating 


Volkswagen seatbelts 
Volkswagen braking system 
Volkswagen fuel tank 

Volkswagen full size spare wheel 
Modified Volkswagen rear bumper bar 
Volkswagen lock and catch mechanisms 
Volkswagen vehicle roof 
Volkswagen interior roof lining 
Volkswagen vehicle options 
Volkswagen three year warranty 


More Independence 
free no obligation home trial 


and assessment period 


MORE SECURITY OFFERED BY THE LARGEST 
ACCESSIBLE VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN PRODUCER 


All vehicles can be tailored to individual needs 
Telephone to arrange a no obligation one day trial 


TeB\, AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


NEWCASTLE UPON 
24 DIANA STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON ats res a 
TELEPHONE: (0191) 226 0099 FAX: (0191) 272 1313 
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28 Arts 


September shape up 


There will be a month-long 
disability arts season at the 
Jacksons Lane Theatre in 
Highgate, north London, 19 
September to 18 October. 

The Shape We’re In will break 
new ground by combining 
performances, exhibitions and 
workshops with debate and 
discussions around current 
issues in disability culture. 

Each week will have a theme: 
Body Culture and Identity; 
Gender and Sexuality; 
Homogeneity and Diversity 
(focusing on people with 
sensory disabilities), and Advert- 
ising, Fashion and the Media. 

Performers will include Heart 
’n’ Soul, Common Ground Sign 
Dance and Strathcona Theatre. 


Firdaus Kanga’s Sixth 
Happiness goes on general 
release from 2 October. 


There will be music from 
Useless Eaters and the Erotics, 
exhibitions by artists such as 
Yinka Shonibare and Tanya E 
Raabe, cabarets, children’s 
shows, residencies and work 
with schools. 

Discussions will tackle topics 
such as “Subverting stereotypes” 
or “Catwalks, Cola and Crips” 
(fashion advertising and 
disability). Chris Davies will 
talk on the media and DN film 
critic Michael Turner will 
introduce an evening of video 
films made by disabled people. 

Organiser Pat Place says: 
“This season will provide a 
forum for us to tell our own 
story as disabled people and 
raise a national debate on the 
way contemporary society’s 
obsession with body culture 
corrupts the way in which we 
see ourselves and other people”. 


Strathcona Theatre will be performing at the festival HUGO GLENDINNING 


Box office: 0181-341 4421, 


Typetalk 0800-515 152, Minicom 


0181-340 5226, e-mail: jacksons 
lane@pop3.poptel.org.uk 


Cracking the 
Chesnutt 


It has been nearly two years 
since Vic Chesnutt released his 
first full-length album on a 
major label, then entitled 
About to Choke. Back then, I 
found his music interesting 
rather than accessible. 


accessible and worth a listen. 
Iam unsure if it is my musical 


tastes that have changed or 


melodies are greater, something 
I personally prefer, and Vic’s 
voice is given more chance to 
show its range and abilities. 

Don’t get me wrong. Vic 
maintains the strands of a 
deeper, darker atmosphere but 
there is something unmistak- 
ably more upbeat. 

There are influences of 
country and swing, elements of 
doleful brass instruments and 
on one song, “Replenished”, it 
sounds a bit like a 60s 
Eurovision song contest entry. I 


grabbed me from the first 
listening and hasn’t, as yet, 
changed in my estimation. 

Most of the album tracks are 
slow ballads as might be 
expected from Vic, but the songs 
have the additional quality of 
experimenting successfully with 
instrumentation and they avoid 
winding monologues 
reminiscent of Leonard Cohen. 

I have played the album const- 
antly since getting it and will 
do so for sometime, I suspect. 

Simon Minty 


whether Vic has developed his 
style but the new album is 
altogether more rounded and 
varied than Choke. The 


mean that as a compliment, 
bizarre as it may seem. 

Whilst highlighting the 
melodic songs, “Until the Led” 


Available in record shops from 
21 September. 
(See Profile, page 18) 


Now he has released The 
Salesman and Bernadette, 
which is interesting, far more 


New for 1998 the 
fully tested 

Caddy — four seats 
plus a wheelchair, 
power steering, 
drivers air bag, 
stereo cassette 
player, 1.6ltr petrol 
or 1.9ltr diesel 
engines. Prices from 
approx £12,995.00 


Various options of 
wheelchair access on 
the Caravelle people 

carrier, underfloor 

lifts & ramps for 
side access, ramps 
and lifts for rear 
access including 
lowering suspension. 
Prices start from 
£16,950.00 on 

the road 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid for brochures or a demonstration. Invatravel are a 
long established company with years of experience providing for the needs of people 
with disabilities. Conversions are to Volkswagen compatible design 
and are recognised converters for VW. 


e INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS LTD 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS 


INVATRAVEL Tel: 01704 506608 ¢ Fax: 01704 506607 


CONVERSIONS 
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Paul Darke 


Drugs play 
with your 
mind. Sadly, 
television 
does the 
same. A 
good exam- 
ple of this 
was Channel 
4’s True Stories: Orphans of 
War (6 August), the story of 

war photographer and middle- | 
aged bachelor, Nick Danziger, 
who adopted three children 
from an Afghanistan orphan- 
age: Satar, 13, who is severely 
disabled by polio, and two non- 
disabled girls, Khadija, 13, and 
Faristha, 11. 

Satar and his relationship 
with his adopted father were 
the focus of the documentary 
for most of its lengthy (105 
minutes) duration. We were 
given the children’s pasts 
(desolate), as well as what their 
futures would be like if they 


‘were still in Afghanistan (even 


more desolate). Consequently — 
and this was the documentary 
playing with our minds — 
whatever happened to them in 
the affluent West could only be 
a thousand times better. 

The emotional and 
psychological torture that Satar 
was put through was tragically 
typical of the entire 
programme; especially the 
never-ending berating and 
guilt-tripping he received from 
his adopted grandfather, in 
collaboration with Danziger 
and the nann6y, for not 
exercising his atrophied legs. 

Satar’s disablement was 
placed at his feet — literally and 
metaphorically; it was made to 
be his own fault, with society 
having nothing to do with it. 

The horrifying climax had 
Satar preparing for a major 
spinal operation to straighten 
his spine in what was, to me, 
some deluded fantasy that it 
would significantly affect Satar’s 
physical impairment. 

In the end, the obsession to 
normalise Satar almost led to 
his death — for which Danziger 
could “not thank [the doctor] 
enough”. 

Satar and the other children 
are better off in the new home 
— Danziger’s apparent wealth 
(they are living in Monaco) will 
ensure that — but Danziger 
needs some serious disability 
knowledge soon or he will 
destroy his adopted son quicker 
than the Afghanistan regime 
ever could have. 

My mind had been played 
with and twisted through an 
illusion of truth, left 
unsatisfied, and finally left 
brain dead from the experience. 
Where are my other drugs? 


Discover the liberating effects of 
PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating System 


PRO-ACTIVE 


WHEELCHAIR 
SEATING SYSTEM 


it prevents and heals pressure sores... 
what you do with your new found liberty is up to you 


PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating System 


Beat the problem of pressure sores 
with this technology breakthrough 


The PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating System is a unique 
alternating pressure system of cushion sections that allow 
circulation of blood to the seated areas where pressure 
can cause skin damage. 


So successful is this system that not only will it 
prevent pressure sores occurring, it will actually 
heal existing sores - even the most difficult and 
serious ones - whilst you remain sitting up and 
mobile. 


Results clinically proven 


Designed by the pioneering company in pressure area 
care, this system has been extensively evaluated and 


FREEPHONE: 0800-716243 


address. A coupon is provided here for your postal response. 


Gwe 
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PRO-A ACTIVE PEGASUS 


WHEELC 
SEATING SYSTEM AIRWAVE LTD 


FREEFAX: 0800-374821 


If you are posting to us, or faxing, don't forget to give us your name and 


© 1998 Pegasus Airwave Limited. 
PEGASUS, PEGASUS AIRWAVE, 
PRO-ACTIVE, and the associated 
device marks are Trade Marks of 
Pegasus Airwave Limited. 


endorsed by medical practitioners and carers. Results 
show that nothing surpasses the effectiveness of 
this ultra-high technology answer to pressure 
sore prevention and healing. 


The PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating System - used 
extensively in hospitals - is now available directly to you. 


Comfort and peace of mind 


PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating System is the ultimate 
in comfort, is specially designed for posture control and 
stability, and features automatic weight adjustment, 
interactive remote control and up to 24 hour use from 
simple rechargeable batteries. For added peace of mind 
Pegasus Airwave Ltd products have a full warranty and 
service back up from regional centres throughout the UK. 


Here's how to contact us: There are four ways - use whichever is easiest for you:- 


E-MAIL: maurice@stormark.|td.uk 


_ DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO: 


You are in charge of your own body health, and 
your freedom. 


Easy to Use 


The system fits practically any wheelchair. It is simple to 
install and has a quick-release facility for easy removal 
- ideal for wheelchair stowage or access to power units 
in motorised wheelchairs. Everything is designed for 
unobtrusive user-friendliness and ease-of-use. 


Find out more 


To find out more about the liberating effects of PRO- 
ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating System, its sophistication 
and simplicity in everyday use, just complete the 
coupon below and return to us. 


FREEPOST: Pegasus Airwave, FREEPOST, PO Box 95, Banbury, Oxon OX16 OBR 


POSTCODE: | 
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30 Hobbies 


Brushed with 


Janet O'Reilly is so 
committed to art 
she ties 
paintbrushes to her 
hands, she tells 
Lisa Hitchen. 


“T never knew I was good at 
painting at school and I would 
never have picked up a paint- 
brush if I had not had lupus. I 
still look at my work and say: 
‘did I do that?’.” 

So says Janet O’Reilly who 
was diagnosed with systematic 
lupus erythematosus in 1993. 

Lupus is a condition with a 
range of symptoms including 
fatigue, joint and muscle pain, 
hair loss, rashes, kidney 
problems and depression. 

In Janet’s case, it is her wrists 
and hands that are most 
affected. This should have 
made painting something of a 
challenge. But in fact it was 
because of her manual 
disability that she took to the 
easel in the first place. 

“T go to Shrubland Hall 
Health Clinic in Suffolk and 
one of the staff there suggested 
that I tried painting as my 
hands were getting painful. So I 
had a go and it was successful. 
Then I begun having private 
lessons at home.” 

Janet paints wildlife and 
portraits with oils, 
watercolours and pastels. She 
usually has three paintings on 
the go at the same time so that 
she can alternate detailed and 


Different strokes: Janet with an exhibition of her work 


background work depending 
on how much pain she has in 
her hands. 

She has became so dedicated 
to her hobby that husband 
Danny built her an art studio. 

Her commitment goes beyond 
having the right light however, 
“T paint for a couple of hours 
each day. I can’t do more 
because I get very tired. I drop 
the brushes sometimes but I 
find ways round this. My hands 
and wrists are sometimes in 
splints even when I am 
painting. If it gets very bad I 
have been known to tie my 
paintbrushes to my hands.” 

Janet used to work as a 
financial director for two 


SUSSEX HEALTH CARE 
NEW SPECIALIST UNITS IN HORSHAM WEST SUSSEX OPENING OCTOBER 


In October, 1998 two new purpose built specialist units for younger adults (18-35 years) 
with physical disabilities will open in Horsham. The two 10 bed units are located close 


to all the local amenities on a main road leading into the centre of Horsham. 
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Every resident will have an individual plan of care 
and support with provision of a full activity/ 
continuing education programme. 


OPEN DAYS 24th & 25th SEPTEMBER 
Please visit 


If you would like further information about this 


new accommodation please phone: 


SUSSEX HEALTH CARE, tel on: (01403) 217338. 
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companies. She admits that her 
disability has meant big 
changes. “I am in pain 24 hours 
a day. But when I am painting I 
get so engrossed that the art 


success 


takes over and I forget all about 
the pain.” 

Janet donates all the profits 
from sales of her paintings to 
the charity Lupus UK, which 
provides advice for people with 
lupus and raises funds for 
research and support of the 
40,000 British people who have 
the condition. 

“You don’t have to give up 
just because you have a 
disability,” she says “You can 
find something else to do to 
make a new life. You don’t have 


_to be marvellous at it. You just 


have to enjoy it” she says. 


e DN has ten free copies of 
Janet’s limited edition print 
“Two's company” (below) 
worth £43.25 to give away. 
Send your name and address to 
DN’°s usual address marking the 
envelope “Print offer”. 

Closing date: 30/9/98. 


Lupus UK, St James House, 
Romford, Essex, RM1 3NH. 
Tel: (01708) 731251. 


Each bungalow unit has a sensory courtyard 
garden at its centre and there is a spacious 
activity centre with multi sensory room and spa 


pool on the site. 


The units have been built to a very high 
specification and all rooms have track hoists and 


en-suite facilities. 


_ Feel Happy Van Gogh pack | 


" such as Mr. Gumby’s Outing - 
_and The Bad Egg, available 


Feeling 
cultural 


If you don’t fancy picking up 
a paintbrush but wantto 
learn more about the arts 
world, the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind | 4 
(RNIB) provides a series of 
leaflets on London museums — 
that offer touch tours and a 
list of UK theatres which 
provide audio description. 
Guides are availablein 
large print, braille or on tape — 
and cost £1 each. el 
The Living Paintings Trust — 
enables blind and visually 
impaired people to learn 
more about art and history 
through its collection of 17 
tactile albums and taped 
commentaries on famous 
paintings, architecture, 
gardens and British birds. 
Blind and partially sighted 
people receive the albums 
free and can keep them for 


up to three months. f 


Gioya Steinke (see DN, 
August) is a regular user of 
the albums . She says: 3 
“These are wonderful 
communication tools that 


you can enjoy alone or with 


NA gia deat aa! “as 


sighted friends. 


“Each includes raised - 


thermoforms (tactile 
pictures) which your fingers 
learn to read and tapes 
which provide the colour 
and history of the time.” 

The Trust also offers a 
range of books specially 
adapted for children with 
visual impairments. 

These are the Feel Happy 
range which include titles 


in Grades I and II Braille 
with tactile illustrations and — 
tape recordings. 
The Trust also provides a 
list of British and Irish — 
museums and galleries that 
provide tours with tactile 
pictures and tapes. 


RNIB, tel: 0171-388 1266. 
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The Living Paintings Trust, 
tel: (01635) 299771. 
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Internet 31 


A web of possibilities 


Ignore the jargon — getting on the net can open up many opportunities for disabled people, says Peter Baber 


Despite the best efforts of 
advertising agencies and maga- 
zines, the internet still has a 
“nerdy” image these days. 
Which is a pity, because it is 
an invaluable tool for anyone 
with a disability. Once you go 
“on-line” (hook up to “the net” 
or “the web” — call it what you 
will) you have access to a 
library of information, reports 
and advice, most of it for free 
and all of it available without 
you having to go anywhere. 
OK, in this country you have to 
pay for the link onto the web, 
-but at least it’s only a local rate. 
Internet technology is even 
accessible for blind people. 
Computer speech and braille 
converters are available which 
can turn characters on a screen 
into the spoken word or braille 
type, although sadly many 
websites these days are so 
jazzily designed that the 
converters can get confused. 
So, how do you get started? 
Well, the computer magazines 
and media only have 
themselves to blame if people 
think this is difficult. They are 
far too keen to use jargon that 
would put off even the most 
enthusiastic beginner. 
Instead, just follow this simple 
guide to getting connected. 


First, get a modem 

In order to access anything on 
the world wide web, you need a 
modem — in essence a tele- 
phone for your computer. 

These used to be separate 
machines which you plugged 
in, but nowadays they come 
installed on your hard drive (ie 
built into your computer). This 
is probably progress, as it’s not 
easy fiddling with cables. But it 
is easy to fix external modems. 

Your modem will need to plug 
into a phone line. You could try 
using your existing phone 
socket — if you don’t mind 
aggravating your friends who 
may be trying to ring you. 

You can get around this by 
installing an ISDN line, which 
has twin lines for phone and 
internet, but these are still new 
and expensive. So the cheapest, 
most convenient option is 
probably a second phone line. 

You need to make sure your 
modem is as fast as possible — 
go for “56k” rather than “32k”. 
But bear in mind that your 
service provider (which we will 
come to later) also has a 
modem at their end and this 
may be slower than yours. 


Browse for a browser 
You next need to choose a 
browser — either Microsoft 


Anyone can master the internet — and access a wealth of information without moving your wheelchair 


Internet Explorer or Netscape 
Navigator. These help you nav- 
igate the web. 

Supporters of the underdog 
will probably choose Netscape, 
considering how powerful 
Microsoft seems to be. 

This reviewer, however, thinks 
Microsoft Internet Explorer 
looks better and uses more 
understandable terminology. 


Time for some service 

So you have your modem, and 
your browser. The last thing 
you will need is to sign up with 
an Internet Service Provider 


(ISP), who can provide you 
with an internet connection. 

You will probably already 
have heard of some of the 
larger ISPs, such as AOL, 
Compuserve, Line One, and 
the Microsoft Network. They 
are only too happy to tell you 
about all the exclusive services 
they provide for subscribers. 

Our advice is stay away. Their 
charges are often higher, and 
you can get most of the 
information they provide 
elsewhere on the web. 

Many of the smaller ISPs are 
faster too — something you 


Social activities such as golf ° 
and dancing which require 
significant rotation of the 

foot are made more 

efficient, easier and more : 
comfortable with the Endolite 


torque absorber. 


Refer to your prosthetist or consultant in rehabilitation 


Find out how the torque absorber helps amputees to 


BOB KAUDERS 


need to consider unless you 
enjoy staring at a blank screen. 
Many internet magazines carry 
out monthly tests to see who is 
the fastest ISP. 

It really pays to get more 
information about a number of 
ISPs before you sign up, to 
compare prices and to see how 
many free e-mail addresses you 
get. Or how much free web 
space, should you feel brave 
enough to design a web page. 


I’m connected. What now? 
The best advice is just go on- 
line, and start typing in 


Torque Absorber 


Enjoy natural movement from your prosthesis 
when fitted with the Endolite torque absorber 


pattern 


¢ Can be fitted rapidly 


compete on a par, on and off the golf course... 


Chas. A. Blatchford & Sons Ltd 
Lister Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG22 4AH 
Telephone: 01256 465771 Facsimile: 01256 479705 


Provides up to 45° 
of rotation in each 
direction from the 
neutral position 
Smooths walking 


addresses for your browser to 
find. Remember that most 
common websites start with 
“http://www”, followed by a 
group of words connected by 
full stops. This group usually 
starts with the full name of the 
company or organisation run 
together as one word, or as an 
abbreviation. These are almost 
always all in lower case. 

If you are looking for a private 
company’s site, this may be 
followed by “co”, if it is a 
British company, although 
many use the American “com”. 
Public and voluntary sector 
orgnisiations use “org”, while 
academic institutions use “ac” 
in the UK or “edu” elsewhere. 
UK sites will then finish off 
with a “uk”. If there is no 
country suffix, assume the site 
is American. 

So DN’s website address is 
http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk. 

You can go there and discover 
“links” or lines of text which 
you can click on to get to 
similar sites elsewhere. 

But if you really just want to 
see what the internet has to 
offer on any given subject, use a 
search engine. These will bring 
up any site connected with a 
keyword that you type in. 
Good ones to start with are 
http://www.yahoo.com, or 
http://www.infoseek.com. 

And that really is it. It’s as 
simple as that. Happy surfing. 
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32 Microtech 


New communication 
aids at Naidex will 
helo adults and 
children, says 
Janet Larcher 


As usual, July’s Naidex was not 
awash with new technology. 
There were, however, five com- 
munication aids which have not 
been on general display before 
in the UK. 

Most communication aids 
have either static overlay or 
dynamic screen. The static 
overlay devices increase the 
amount of vocabulary available 
to the user by storing 
vocabulary on different levels 
or by combining icons — one 
specifies the vocabulary topic 
and the other defines the word 
or phrase in that topic. 

With dynamic screen devices, 
the user selects a topic and the 
display immediately changes to 
a page of relevant pictures, 
symbols or phrases. Both 
approaches have their strengths 
and weaknesses. 

Vanguard, from Liberator, 
tries to combine the best of 
both approaches. 

Like all the devices from 
Liberator, Vanguard uses 
Minspeak icons in the fixed 
overlay for frequently-used core 
words. The icons for these 
words do not move or change. 


Five-way communication 


} 


- = 


“Nida 


In the Vanguard: Liberator’s latest has a clear screen and good speech 


The words used for specific 
situations are presented on a 
one row dynamic display. For 
example, if you select “drink” 
from the static overlay, the 
dynamic row will display a 
variety of drinks — orange, 
lemonade, coke, etc. If the one 
you want is not visible and you 
select the “more” button, more 
items in that category are 
displayed. The symbols on the 
dynamic display are easy to 
recognise. 

Combining unchanging icons 
for core vocabulary with more 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


pictorial representations for 
specific categories and fringe 
vocabulary may suit a younger 
child or an adult with learning 
difficulties who has the 
potential to use a full 
Minspeak device in the future. 

A pre-stored user vocabulary, 
either Unity, or Language, Learn- 
ing and Living, are included in 
the price (£6,950). 

Vanguard has a touch screen 
with 45 locations and can be 
operated by direct selection on 
the touch screen, or by one- 
and two-switch scanning, 


Freedom, Indepen 


and Re 


liability. 


joystick and multi-switch or 
infra-red headpointing. It has a 
very clear screen and good 
quality speech, but, being heavy, 
may be unsuitable for a small 
child in a small wheelchair or 
for the ambulant user. 
Techcess, a company 
particularly known for its 
DaeSSy mounting kits, has 


. added communication aids to 


its range, which also includes 
alternative input devices. 
It is importing the Hawk 


_ range — Hawkil (£330), Hawkill 


(£410), Superhawk (£675) and 
Blackhawk (£495) — from 
Adamlab in America. All use 
digitised speech, are relatively 
inexpensive and have been on 
sale in the USA for sometime. 

The four communication aids 
are static overlay devices and 
use the levels approach to 
increase the range of 
vocabulary available. 

HawkiIl is the simplest, with 
just eight locations, two levels 
and 120 seconds of speech. 
HawkllI has eight locations, 
three levels and 240 seconds of 
speech. Superhawk can have up 
to 72 locations on any of its 72 
levels. But in fact you are limited 
to 120 locations with a maxi- 
mumof six minutes of speech. 


enrice 


Though not heavy, these three 
are quite large, so most suitable 
onadesk. 

The Blackhawk is light (1.5 
lbs) and portable, with 16 
message locations plus four 
levels and 224 seconds of speech. 

All of them will be useful 
additions to the range of aids 
available in the UK. 

Lightwriters were showing 
their new keyguard which 
results in much more deeply 
recessed keys and is proving 
very successful with people 
with athetoid cerebral palsy. 

Most new communication 
aids and software will be 
launched at The International 
Society for Augmentative and 
Alternative Communication 
(ISAAC) in Dublin in August or 
at the Communication Matters 
Symposium at Lancaster 
University, 14-15 September. 
(See DN November for report). 


Liberator, tel: 0800-622 457. 
Techcess, tel: (01455) 290540. 
For information on the confer- 
ences, contact Communication 
Matters, tel: 0870-606 5463. 


Dr Janet Larcher is a consul- 
tant in microtechnology. Tel: 
(01932) 847303. 


Powerchairs promise you: 

e A caring service from a family 
run business. 

e Unique price guarantee that you 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. 

¢ Up to 8mph for road use. 

¢ Free home assessments. 

¢ Free 12 months insurance on 
new models. 

¢ No VAT. 

¢ No driving license required. 

¢ Low deposit finance available 
on request. 


e Will carry up to 32 stone. 

e Between 10-35 miles on one 
charge 

e Automatic battery charge 
included. 

e All major credit cards accepted. 


We buy second-hand electric 
wheelchairs and scooters. 


100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


Part exchanges welcome. 


PowerchairS 


Est 1982 
MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE 


OSO0 357496 
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Fun and games 33 


Your stars 


VIRGO (24 Aug- 23 Sept) 
This is a time for real 
communication’ with 
loved ones. As long as you 
don’t take them for granted you 
could be in for some fun and 
romance in September. It’s not 
a good month for financial 
speculations though, so just 
enjoy the home front. 
LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 
A little inspiration cou- 
pled with an extra burst 
of energy could give a work 
project a much-needed boost. 
You are about to enter a phase 
in your life when you start to 
have dreams that could be 
realised — as long as you 
remember that you have to put 
some effort in as well. Do some 
groundwork now. 
SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 
Mm, Tempers could flare in 
September. Try to keep a 
grip on reality and don’t let 
others goad you. You might be 
in the right, but flying off the 
handle won’t help prove you so. 
A partner or close relative may 
offer some good advice which 
you’d be wise to take. 
SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 
In stark contrast with last 
month you are likely to 
feel out of sorts in September. 
You may have moments when it 
seems there is opposition every 
way you turn. Don’t despair: it 
really is a temporary hiccup in 
an otherwise smooth course. 
CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
After a period of confu- 
sion about relationships 
things should settle down in 
September. Harmony is indi- 
cated by the trine to Mercury 
and Venus from Capricorn. 
You should be able to mend 
fences and forge better under- 
standing this month. 
AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 
wv Patience is in short supply 
“™ in September. If you feel 
that others are frustrating your 
plans you won’t gain anything 
from raising the roof. Despite 
your inclination to let rip try to 
reason. You’re more likely to be 


an achiever that way. 
PISCES (20 Feb-20 March) 
K You’ve been having a long 
run of good luck. If this 
has led you away from the 
home and into the workplace 
you might be facing the music 
from family and friends this 
month. Instead of trying to jus- 
tify your position, why don’t 
you give your family some extra 
love and attention instead? 
ARIES (21 Mar-20 Apr) 
‘aa I hope you had a good 
break in August, because 
it’s going to be nose to the 
grindstone in- September, 
requiring loads of energy. You’ll 
enjoy what you are doing, but 
beware of the possibility of 


By DN’s 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 


burn-out as you forge on with 

your plans. 

TAURUS (21 Apr-21 May) 
Close relationships may 
start to settle down in 

September, giving you the time 
and space to breathe again and 
make some constructive plans 
at home and work. Think 
about how to balance the two 
so that no one feels left out. 

GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 

You could be all fired up 
to get engrossed in a per- 
sonal project but your family 
might have other ideas. They 
might, for example, appreciate 

a bit of attention. You, on the 

other hand, might need a little 

space. A compromise is always 
the best policy in such times. 

CANCER (23 June-23 July) 

60 With a little bit of luck 
and a lot of consideration 

you could begin to further your 
career interests in a big way this 
month. Take advantage of any 
opportunities that come your 
way. Don’t be too proud to 
accept help from a friend. It 
could pave the way for some- 
thing big. 

LEO (24 July-23 Aug) 

‘ey OK Leos, the party is just 
starting! There could be 

some annoying restrictions 

from people in authority, but 
sweet-talking could get you 
anywhere at the moment. 

Enthusiasm is high but it’s not 

a time for making plans. Just 

enjoy yourself while the going 

is good. 


Be just like a 
Balder Owner - 
don’t settle for 

second best. 
Experience the 
amazing Balder 

Finesse soon. 
Models to suit 

all ages. 


Call Today 


01256 477333 


Balder UK Ltd, Unit.E, Telford Road, Houndmills Ind Est, B 
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6YU 
Tel: (01256) 477333 Fax: (01256) 470055 


ACROSS 

1. Under stress — flat out (4,7) 
7. Part of central London (4) 
8. Smelly (7) 

9. Drink in (6) 

11. System of letters (8) 

14. African mountain range (5) 
15. Paraffin oil (8) 

17. Humour or intelligence (3) 
18. Type of mental disability (6) 
19. Weep or shout (3) 

20. 8 across animal? (3) 


DN’s crossword 


Answers on page 36 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


21. Cue lax pet (anag) 


DOWN 

1. Hail spot draw (anag) (8,4) 
2. Their ale bait (anag) 

3. Small brook (6) 

4. Arab chief (6) 

5. Bury (6) 

6. Cute or lovely person (7) 
10. Wicker container (6) 

12. Sun umbrella (7) 

13. Part of church interior (4) 
16. Worker in 1 down (5) 


DN’s wordsearch 


Answers on page 36 


Just to quiz you a bit more 

— try and find the correct 

words in this wordsearch 

using the clues below (words 

run in all directions): 

1. An access aid for cars and 
buildings (4) 

2. It gives support (6) 

3. An exterior attachment (4) 

4. A person mover for all 
conditions (7) 

5. Communication aid (7) 

6. A major campaign issue (6) 

7. Emphasising what we can 
do (4) 

8. Suppliers of DN’s Checkout 
features (4) 

9. You can read it, but it’s not 
in ink (7) 

10. Support to help those in 

need (7) 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


on motors 


arthritis/ 
rheumatism 


high & low 
back pain 
Relax oe hiatus hernia 
tired eas swollen legs/ 
muscles 4 , oedema 


poor 
circulation 
tight 
shoulders 
respiratory 
problems 
stress & 
tension 


Sit up at the touch of a button 


Relieve pressure 
on aching joints 


Improve circulation 


micas 


: 
Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 


3 
Get in and out of bed 
more ’easily- 


Put your feet up, 
unwind and relax 


$+ DO or cane 


- 40 
oy CONCERN FOR COMFORT i | 
FREEPHONE 0800 371663 


DN9/98 
Name(Title) = 


Phone 


Address 


Postcode 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT « FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 
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34 Share your problems 


The woes of travelling 
| really enjoy visiting different 
countries, but | find it 
increasingly difficult to cope 
with everyday life without 
specialised equipment where | 
stay. There is loads more of the 
world | want to see, and | get 
frustrated because | long to go 
further afield than Europe. 

| have athetoid cerebral palsy, 
which means my body is 
constantly moving. It gets 
uncomfortable if | sit on an 
aeroplane for more than four 
hours at a time. And the only 
way | can eat, drink or go to the 
loo is in my own wheelchair. 

| would love to go to New York 
and Thailand, but the flight is 
just too long to sit in a normal 
seat. Can you or your readers 
give me any ideas? 

James, Milton Keynes 


I identify with the adventuring 
spirit you describe, having 
enjoyed the experience and the 
excitement of far-off places 
even when the going was very 
difficult. Being disabled does 
not in any way dim that feeling. 
Unfortunately, flying can be 
very uncomfortable and a big 
hurdle. I am afraid that for 


safety reasons it is not possible 
to sit in your own wheelchair. 
Special wheelchairs are 
provided on board to transport. 
you to the loo but you would 
have to have a companion. 
Cabin crew are not allowed to 
go into the loo with passengers. 

There are many agencies who 
would be glad to advise you. In 
particular, I would suggest you 
contact Paul or Richard (both 
disabled) who through their 
agency Travelability have 
contacts all around the world. 

Tripscope is another 
organisation which provides 
invaluable advice on travel in 
this country and abroad. 

And the Royal Association for 
Rehabilitation and Disability 
(RADAR) publishes the useful 
Long Haul Holidays and Travel 
which, as well as giving general 
advice, provides information on 
tourism and disability 
organisations which have 
information on local areas, 
transport to and in countries 
and services such as equipment 
and accommodation. 


Just look at me now 
You may recall that | wrote to 
you several years ago, saying 


emphasis on manoeuvrability and seating function. Create your own 


C hairman is a reliable and flexible electrical wheelchair concept with the 


Chairman by combining the seat of your choice with a range of 
accessories. Seen here with the Corpus-seat. The combination of front wheel 
drive, powerful motors and advanced electronics gives Chairman incredible 
manoeuvrability both indoors and outdoors. 

The seat elevator is a standard feature which makes it easier for you to transfer in 
and out of your Chairman and to reach otherwise inaccessible places. 

The Corpus-seat enables you to regularly change your seating position. The 
Corpus-seat can be adjusted for both adults and young people (from age 10 and 
older). Many options such as powered backrest, legrest and seat-tilt are available. 


38 seat elevator 
standard 


Accessories 


Power base 
> Luggage carrier 
> Rear view mirror 
> Centre mounted joystick 
> Joystick in table 


Various 
> Worktop 
> Seat belt 


Seat options 


Backrest 
> Power adjustable 
> Various heights & widths 
> Head support adjustable 
> Lateral support adjustable 
> Lumbar support adjustable 
Armrests 
> Various lengths 
> Side support on armrest 
> Reclining armrests 


Seat unit 


* CONTROLLED BY JOYSTICK, CHIN, HEAD 


OR SIP & PUFF 


¢ MANUFACTURERS OF BATTERY CHARGERS, 
LIGHTING KITS, BEACON POLES. 


> Various seat depths & widths 
> Thigh support adjustable 

> Powertilt 30° 

> Abduction wedge 


Legrest 
> Power legrest 
> Split footplate 
> One piece footp plate 
> Power footplate (height adjustable) 
> Calf support adjustable 


HAMPTON ENGINEERING & MOBILITY LTD 
OXFORD AVENUE, GUISELEY, LEEDS LS20 9BX, 


TEL: (01943) 870699 


FAX: (01943) 877867 
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= Jove and loneliness 
= bereavement 
= personal problems 


m advice and support 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 


Fascinating biorhythm 
How are your biorhythms? 
Do you think that under- 
standing them would help 
you find compatible rela- 
tionships? Biomatch, a 
bumper book recently sent 
to DN, claims it has a 
‘unique system for finding 
those elusive relationships’. 
Readers can look up their 
biorhythm for any date and 
analyse their relationships. 

Four categories of 
relationships are recognised: 
love, activity, friendship and 
work. The book suggests 
that by understanding 
compatibility percentages, 
categories and symbols you 
will learn to make the most 
of your relationships. 


Biomatch is published by 
Biodata, 33 Grand Parade, 
Brighton, West Sussex BN2 
2OA. Price £24.50. 


how as a young disabled lady | 


felt very unloved. Well, all I 
can say is what a difference 
between then and now. 

As a last ditch attempt to find 
romance, | placed an ad ina 


A UNIQUE SERVICE — 


DN’s telephone counsellor Lin Berwick can give 
disabled people and carers advice and support on - 
personal and spiritual problems. Disabled herself, 


Lin is a psycho-therapeutic counsellor, Methodist P™ 


local preacher and has gained a postgraduate __ 
diploma in homeopathic medicine. Talk to her on 


(01787) 882111 on Thursdays 1pm- Spas and Mondays Spm 100 4 


local newspaper’s personal 
columns. | was candid with my 
ad and said | was a wheelchair 
user, as | believe in honesty 
right from the start. As a result, 


_I started seeing a lovely man. 


We get on really well, our sex 
life is brilliant, and we are truly 
happy. We plan to marry and 
have babies too. 

I find it extremely fulfilling to 
be loved, wanted and to have a 
love life just like everyone else, 
and | just wanted to share this 
with you. 

Sue, East Sussex 


Iam so glad you shared your 
feelings of fulfilment. What a 
difference an ad can make. 

I am sure many readers will 
fill hugely encouraged. It just 
shows that it really is 
important to keep persevering 
when looking for a partner. 

I think too that you were 
absolutely right to be 
completely honest, and your 
lovely man is immensely 
fortunate to have found you. 

I am sure you will have a 
wonderful married life and 
hope it will not be long before 
you are getting used to the 
pitter-patter of tiny feet. 


OUR COMMITMENT 
To work with you to achieve 
solutions that meet your 
moving & handling needs 


reasons why 

we believe we 
can fulfil your 
requirements: 


1. We listen 
to you. 


2. We ask — 
questions. 


3. We 
understand 
your aims. 


FOR PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS CALL 0151 236 5311 


For the Porta™ Hoist Range, for competitive pricing, for 
advice, for the Leo® Bathlifter Range, for training, for You. 


oe Se, 


Huntleigh 


De 


Regent Street, Liverpool L3 7BN TEL: 0151 236 5311 _ FAX: 0151 236 4698 


Left to roam with no home 
My wife and | are homeless. 
We are both disabled with one 
ten-year-old child. We were 
living in a hotel for four years, 
but it has closed down. 

We now have no hope at all 
and wondered if any of your 
readers would know of anyone 
who can suggest any housing 
associations or flats. 

Arnold, Swindon 


I am sorry to hear of your 
dreadful situation. 

If you want to seek 
accommodation through a 
housing association you usually 
have to be referred to one by 
social services. 

If you have not already done 
SO, it is important to contact 
your local authority anyway. 
Under the Housing Act 1985, 
local councils have a duty to 
consider the housing needs in 
their areas. Among the priority 
needs for accommodation are 
those of people ‘who are 
vulnerable as a result of old 
age, mental illness or handicap 
or physical disability or other 
special reason’. 

Also local authorities are 
required by the Chronically 
Sick and Disabled Persons Act 
1970 to have regard to the 
special needs of disabled 
people. It is worth quoting 
these acts of parliament 
because while social workers 
will know about them, it helps 
your case to show you do too. 

If you have further difficulties, 
it would be worth contacting 
your local MP. It is surprising 
how quickly this can produce 
results sometimes. 

He or she will be particularly 
shocked at your being homeless 
as disabled people. If you do 
not know the name of your 
local MP, you can ask at the 
local library. 

But do keep in touch and let 
me know how you get on. 


Travelability, The Ferns, 
Framilode, Gloucester GL2 
7LH. Tel: (01452) 740820. 
Tripscope, the Courtyard, 
Evelyn Road, London W4 SJL. 
Tel/textphone: 0345-585 641. 
Long Haul Holidays and 
Travel, available from RADAR, 
12 City Forum, 250 City Road, 
London EC1V 8AE Tel: 0171- 
250 3222, minicom: 0171-250 
4119. Price £5 including 
postage and packing. 


Checkout 35 


What’s new? What’s 
useful? Dan Batten 
lets you know 


The Zoom is a magnifying 
device (above) which allows 
you to change your television 
into a reading/writing aid. A 
small camera-like device sits on 
top of whatever you are reading 
or writing, and when tuned 
into a spare channel, allows 
you to see your text on screen. 
It even enables you to alternate 
text between positive (black on 
white) and negative (white on 
black). Sounds useful. £350 (+ 
VAT) More inforamtion from 
The Force Ten Company, tel: 
(01483) 762711. 


If you don’t sit in your chair or 
scooter whilst travelling, and 
have nightmares packing it into 
your car, then the Scooter Tote 
might solve the problem (top 
right). It is a small trailer which 


hooks onto the back of your 
car, featuring a revolving carry 
platform which allows the 
scooter to be loaded on or off 
from the rear, or at a 90 degree 
angle, for when that inconsid- 
erate cretin parks too closely 
behind you. More from 
Delcane, tel: (01953) 717557. 


Have you ever wished you 
could chuck away your com- 
puter keyboard and do things 
with just one press of a 
“magic” button? Well, now 
your dream can be fulfilled 
with the Magic Touch Add-On 
Touch Screen Pro (below right). 
This screen rests over the top of 
your existing monitor, and by 
plugging a lead from the screen 
into your mouse port, com- 
bined with some windows soft- 
ware, you can operate your 
computer with the mere press 
of a digit. The system is avail- 


Special Independent Living Exhibition 
(Wembley 9-10 Sept. 98) 


COMPETITION! 
WIN a iatFangar 


Handy Pillowlift! 


For FREE 
Entry 
Forms 
Contact 


~ Closing date 
10-9-98 


{ak angar International 
01544 267 674 


able for PCs, so paor Mac users 
like me are being robbed of the 
fun! Starting at £199, more 
information can be gained 
from Interactive Ideas, tel: 
0181-805 1000. Sadly, the prices 
don’t include Windowlene or 
dusters to erase fingerprints. 


Trouble cleaning your replace- 
ment choppers? Why not give 
Ableware’s one-hand denture 
brush a try (left)? This two- 
sided brush eliminates the need 
for glasses with bizarre fizzy 
liquids by bedside tables, and 
fixes to any flat surface via a 
suction cup, which enables you 


to clean your dentures any- 
where. You’ll have to contact 
Maddak Inc., 6 Industrial 
Road, Pequannock, NJ USA, 
and ask for their catalogue, but 
won’t it be worth it to make 
eating out fun again? — 


There’s nothing worse than 
rolling around like a pinball on 
a long coach or taxi ride 
because your wheelchair isn’t 
secure, is there? Well, the 
Q’Straint Q-5001 should help 
to take the Tommy (Pinball 
Wizard? I must stop these 
puns!) element out of travelling. 
It is an anchoring system using 
four tie down points plus a rear 


tie down belt which sits round 
the chair and is independent of 
the anchoring system. A fixed 
diagonal shoulder strap gives 
extra security, and the package 
also includes a video and man- 
uals looking at training, instal- 
lation and operation. £170. 
Q’Straint; tel? (01227) 773035 
and tie someone down for more 
information. 


e If you have any inventions 
or useful tips you think other 
readers would be interested 
to know about, send them 
with a colour photograph to 
Dan Batten, DN address on 
page 3, or tel: 0171-619 7323. 


Are You Looking For 
a Quality Wheelchair 


Axccessible Vehicle, 
Designed for YOUR Needs? 


Then 
further. 


Constables have a 
range of affordable 
solutions which will give 
you the freedom you’re 
seeking. 


For more details and 
a FREE No Obligation 
demonstration 
at your home 
Contact: 


faye) | 


Dept. DN/1098/D/M, 
FREEPOST (BR1032), Westham, 
Pevensey, East Sussex BN24 5BR 


Carchair adds | 
a touch of | 
panache ina 
loOK NO 222 
People Carriers 
including the 
Peugeot 806, 
Mercedes V-Class 
and Chrysler Voyager. 


Tel: 01323-767574 Fax: 01323-767603 


The Carchair system puts you into 
the front seat position of a range 
of 3 door cars without having to 
transfer from the specially 
designed wheelchair 


Selected 
Vehicles are 
Available 
Through 
Motability 


Constables offer a range of 
wheelchair accessible vehicles, 
representing outstanding value for 
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Next stop Wembley 


Get ready for 
Independent 
Living, Wembley, 
9-10 September. 
With more than 180 exhibitors, 
over 30,000 visitors, this will be 
the place to view products for 
the homecare market. 

Many companies will launch 
new products at this show. 

Cane & Able (Stand 78) are 
showing a brand new product 
called the Airpal. Using similar 
principles to a hovercraft, it 


enables a person to be transferred 
single-handed with little effort. 

Stannah (Stand 108) is 
launching a revolutionary 
indoor powerchair (right), ideal 
for home, office and outdoor 
use. Based on a standard office 
chair, it has twin-drive motors, 
is just 24in wide, and can 
turn in its own width. This 
means structural modifications 
to homes or offices are no 
longer required. 

Mangar (Stand 123) will 
exhibit their Patient Turner, a 
two-part inflatable mattress 


The Department of Health has 
produced a leaflet/guide (code 
DPG/E) on direct payments. It 
comes in various languages, 
braille (DPG/B) and on tape 
(DPG/A). Free from Department 
of Health, PO Box 410, Wetherby 
LS23 7LN (please quote code). 


John Perry, vocational guidance 
officer for Henshaw’s Society 
for the Blind’s Liverpool office 
can offer advice for visually 
impaired people on careers, 
college courses, and voluntary 
work. Contact the Society at 
Wellington Buildings, 7 The 
Strand, Liverpool L2 OPP, tel: 
0151-227 1226. 


Access-Able Travel Source is an 
information service for travellers 
with disabilities. They hold a 


overlay for assisting patient 
handling on beds. (See their 
advert on page 35 fora 
Pillowlift competition). 

Steering Developments (Stand 
206) will show their new 
Carony Wheelchair System, a 
Carony wheelchair with Recaro 
seat, that slides into the front 
passenger side of most standard 
cars, cutting out lifting for 
carers when transferring the user. 

Gerald Simonds (Stand 41) 
will show their LEVO Compact 
Easy, a lightweight wheelchair 
with a powered lift mechanism, 
enabling users to reach a 
standing position. 

The show will also run a 
seminar programme. On the 
9th, Move International will 
host one giving information 
about a new teaching 
programme which increases the 
mobility of disabled children 
and adults. Other topics cover 
carers’ support, complementary 
therapies, bathing for special 
needs and music technology. 

The Wembley event will also 


database of access information 
covering attractions, transport, 
accommodation and _ travel. 
Check out over 4,000 entries 
about travel in 50 countries at 
http://www.access-able.com, or 
contact them at Access-Able 
Travel Source, PO Box 1796, 
Wheat Ridge, CO 80034, USA. 


Kirton Healthcare Group has. 


gone on-line. It gives access to 
their specialist seating brochure 
and details on other equipment. 
You can even order the brochure 
through the site. Take a look at 
the site at http://www.kirton- 
healthcare.co.uk. 


WORDSEARCH ANSWERS 
1. Ramp 2. Crutch 3. Limb 
4. Scooter 5. Minicom 

6. Access 7. Able 8. Rica 

9. Braille 10. Benefit 


for and Founder of 
for Spinal injuries, 


Disabilitynow September 1998 


host the first ever Sensory 
Impairment Village, co- 
ordinated by the RNIB, where 
you can try out products 
available for people with visual 
and hearing impairments. 


e Entry is free. Courtesy buses 
run every half hour from 
Euston station, 9.30am- 
12.30pm with return buses, 
3.30-5.30pm. For your free 
tickets, tel: (01275) 836465. 


The British Institute of Learning 
Disabilities has produced Who 
can help me now? Advice and 
information for older carers, a 
leaflet covering types of care, 
funding, service providers and 
useful addresses. £10 for 25, 
BILD Publication, Plymbridge 
Distributors, Plymbridge House, 
Estover Road, Plymouth PL6 
7PZ. Tel: (01752) 202300. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Hard pressed 

7. Soho 8. Noisome 

9. Imbibe 11. Alphabet 

14. Atlas 15. Kerosene 

17. Wit 18. Autism 19. Cry | 
20. Rat 21. Exculpate 
DOWN: 1. Hospital ward 

2. Rehabilitate 3. Runnel 

4. Sheikh 5. Entomb 

6. Sweetie 10. Basket 

12. Parasol 13. Apse 16. Nurse 


My Name, Address and Telephone No.are 
Tel. No. 


Address 
Postcode 


a 
L 
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Please send me details on 
Accessible Fitness Equipment 
Freedom All Terrain Vehicle 
Gosling Hand Controls 


Cyclone Wheelchairs 
Tracker Handcycles 


Scope are holding their open conference and London Partnership 
Committee meeting, 10 October, at Scope National 
Headquaters, 6 Market Road, London, 10.30am-4pm. 
Workshops, lunch and entertainment. Fully accessible venue, 
créche and children’s activities. Caz Greenwell, tel: 0171-619 7377. 


Radar are holding a fringe meeting, The Disability Audit, Flyde, 
Blackpool, 28 September, 7.30-8.30pm. It will look at the impact 
of government policies on disabled people, based on a survey of 500 
disability organisations. More information from Agnes Fletcher, 
tel: 0171-250 3222, minicom: 0171-250 4119, fax: 0171-250 0212. 


Colchester Disability Equipment Exhibition is being held at 
Colchester Leisure World, 23-24 September, 10am-Spm. Showing | 
equipment and support services, it has free admission. For infor- | 
mation, tel: (01508) 470200. 


Sense West host a European Conference on the employment and _ | 
training of sensory impaired and other disabled people, | 
Birmingham, 23-24 September 1998. Topics include the DDA, 
and EU and Government initiatives. Contact: Jane Harding, 
Marketing Manager, Sense West, The Princess Royal Centre, 4 


| 
Church Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 3TD, tel: 0121-687 1564. 


Ross Access Group are organising Disability or Ability? an exhi- | 
bition aiming to present a more positive image of disabled peo- | 
ple, 25-26 September, John Kyrle High School, Ross-on-Wye. | 
Contact Jennifer Went, tel: (01989) 565262. | 


THE ULTRA LIGHTWEIGHT 


TVS BRACE 


FOR ARTHRITIC KNEES § 


TELESCOPIC VALGUS (KNOCK KNEE)/VARUS (BOW LEG) SUPPORT 


he primary function of the brace is to align or 

straighten the limb, which may have deformed to a 
bow or knock knee position, due to weakness of the | 
joint. This is usually caused by an arthritic condition, | 
resulting in pain or undue aching when standing or : 
walking. The brace gives full freedom of leg movement 
and in many cases helps with hyperextention, where - 
the knee allows the leg to bend to the rear. 


Knock Knee (Vaigus) After 


Knock Knee (Vaigus) Before Knock Knee (Valgus) After Knock Knee (Vaigus) Before 


a 


Manufactured and Supplied by 
ST. CLARE ENGINEERING LTD (MEDICAL DIVISION) | 
Unit 4, Hollybrook Road, Shirley, Southampton, Hampshire SO1 6RB 


Telephone 01703 510770 Fax 01703 510772 


; COLCHESTER DISABILITY EQUIPMENT 1 
I EXHIBITION ’98 | 
fon 


CHARTER HALL <> COLCHESTER LEISURE WORLD 


I COWDRAY AVENUE <> COLCHESTER I : 
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 4 
1 23rd & 24th SEPTEMBER 1 
| 10am till 5pm 1 
A public exhibition showing the latest developments of equipment l 


_and support services © 


HE RIKH IK ER AK IARI ERIKA EAE IRE ER EEA EERE ERIEREREIEEKE REE IIEREEER 


| For people who are disabled or elderly, their carers, providers and 


I those in related professional, charitable and allied services J 
I <> FREE ADMISSION <> I 
| Te eR a” BE Oe a 


| Your opportunity to gain useful information and see many new products all 1 


| helping you towards mobility and independence | 


I Promoted by Snap Displays (EA) Ltd in association with the | 
I Kilverstone Mobility Assessment Centre, Thetford. ] 
L FOR EXHIBITION DETAILS, TEL: (01508) 470200. J 
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igh Street, London E1 7QX. 


: NW5 3NQ. 


aeae Theatre Company is holding open audition/workshops, 
13 September, for disabled women to take part in future pro- 
jJuction. Write, with cv and access requirements, to Graeae 
Theatre Company, Interchange Studios, Dalby Street, London 


Heart’ n Soul Music Theatre present The Beautiful Octopus 


Club. Two nights of clubbing run by and for people with learn- 
_ing difficulties in London will be held 16 and 17 September, 
Albany Theatre, Douglas Way Deptford SE8. Tel: 0181-692 4446. 


How does your brain work? 
Deaf and hearing volunteers 
needed for research to find the 
areas of the brain used by 
spoken and signed languages. 
Deaf volunteers must be over 
18, profoundly deaf, have 
become deaf before the age of 3, 
and have no kind of implant. 
Hearing volunteers must have 
learned BSL from their deaf 
parents. Expenses paid. Further 
information from: Mairéad 
MacSweeney, Dept of Human 
Communication Science, UCL, 
2 Wakefield Street, London, 
WCIN 1PG, tel: 0171-504 4219, 
minicom: 0171-504 4206. 


The latest edition of Innovations 
in Information published by the 
National Information Forum is 
out. It includes news of the 
RNIB’s Asian Families Project; 
what the Money Advice Trust 
does; NHS Direct, new pilot 
telephone health advice lines; 
the results of a survey by the 
Research Trust for Metabolic 
Diseases in Children into the 
information needs of families 
where there is metabolic need; 
and the findings of a national 
working party on social inclu- 
sion in the information society. 
A single copy can be obtained 
free — a subscription is £12 a 


- | Look out for Top 5 videos 


Whitechapel Art Gallery are holding BSL interpreted talks, 
) Art meetings (the gallery’s deaf art group) and Access work- 
hop. Talks are on 13 September and 1 November, 2.30pm. An 
iccess workshop for visually impaired people and those with 
mobility needs will be held on 2 November, 11am-3pm. For full 
etails, tel: 0171-522 7855 or write to the Gallery at Whitechapel 


1. DEVIL’S ADVOCATE oY 
(Warner): Harrison and 

Brad in IRA terror trauma. 

2. THE JACKAL (CIC): os 
Richard in top Gere with ‘ 
Bruce in action gripper. 

3. STARSHIP TROOPERS [YT 
(Buena Vista): Sci-fi 

schlock shoot ’em up. 

4. UP ’N’ UNDER (E.V.): tr 
Rugby rampage with an all 
British flavour. 

5. BOOGIE NIGHTS (E.V,): a | 
Bland sex film industry 

drama starring Marky Mark. 


Chart supplied by MIRB. 
Closed captions-video 
includes pre-recorded 
word-for-word captions. 


year for 3 copies (in UK). 
Contact Ann Darnbrough, NIF, 
BT Burne House, Post Point 
10/10, Bell Street, London 
NW1 5BZ, tel: 0171-402 6681. 


The BBC has published a col- 
lection of guides for the dis- 
abled traveller, giving informa- 
tion featured in their Holiday 
series. One lists useful informa- 
tion by country, another lists 
travel specialists for flights and 
accommodation, and the third 
gives useful addresses and travel 
advice. Send an SAE (73p) to 
Disabled Traveller, PO Box 7, 
London W12 8UD. 


Here’s the 7th of DN’s useful website lists. If you want yours 
listed, or know of any you think should be, write to Damien 


Vessey (or e-mail him), address on page 3. 


j Working Title Writers: 

j http://www.workingtitle.demon.co.uk 

| CHARITIES 

I Action for ME: 

I http://www.afme.org.uk 

! Association of Youth with ME: 
http://www.ayme.org.uk 

‘ Henshaw’s Society for the Blind: 

j http://www.ssc.mhie.ac.uk/VISPages/2/V1S277893 

| Lions Clubs of the UK: 

I http://www.lions.org.uk 

I Marfan Association of the UK: 

I http://www.thenet.co.uk/~marfan 
Matthew Trust (Mentally ill): 
http://www.activ-8.com/matthew-trust 

j CHILDREN’S CHARITIES 

| Baby Alexander Trust Fund (cp): 

I http://www.execulink.com/~road/alexhomepage1.htm 

I Children’s Trust: 

t http://www.childrens-trust.org.uk 

! EDUCATION 
Gridlink: 
http://www.rmplc.co.uk/eduweb/sites/ctrh/home.htm 

j Exhall Grange School: 

I http://www.campus.bt.com/Campus World/orgs/org9304 

I Severndale School: 

! http://www.city2000.com/mp/severndale.html 

! INFORMATION 

Access-Able Travel Source: 

j http://www.access-able.com 

| British Computer Association of the Blind: 

| http://www.rnib.org.uk/bcab/welcome.htm 

| British Computer Society Disability Group: 

I http://www.bcs.org.uk/siggroup/sg16.htm 
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Designed for life. 


Scootas, Powerchairs and Stairlifts 
from Sunrise. 


e Independence and freedom to 
help you live life to the full 


price guides. 
[_] Scootas 


[_] Powerchairs 


Send to: Sunrise Medical Ltd, FREEPOST DD348, 
High Street, Wollaston, DY84BR. 


WE ie cap or 2 ee a ae =e eee ee —— oe eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee dp 


e All designed and built in Britain 
to the highest specifications 


e Free home assessment and 
demonstration available 


= 


SUNRISE 


Improving people’s lives 


0800 16 33 65 


Call free — and ask for a free brochure and price guide 


Please send me my FREE Sunrise colour brochure (s) and 


[_] Stairlifts 


Mr/Mrs/Ms. (inc. initials) 


DDN 809 


Telephone 


Address 


Postcode 


BRITISH MADE 
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| Classified lineage advertisements 


Se a ag ee 


I Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


I 
I Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. : 
I 


Ee Dees eed es es 


ee eee 


seal A! PR a Kees ''% * tate ches | (S90 = aS SPITS 12 I ee eee ree 
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j 
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| Ads cost £5 per line. Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee in 


clusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


Personal 


SOLVENT MALE, WN/S, own home and car. 
Interests are music, cooking, cinema. 
Wheelchair user. Seeks female, 30-40, Sft 
tall. Tle and security offered in exchange 
for same. Box No. 259 


HELLO, 1 AM a wheelchair user. I’m Sft 
10in tall but I think ’'m 3ft 6in! I have 
blue eyes and my own teeth! People say I 
have stick out ears — I say they make me 
streamlined to move faster! I’m a young 
40, love life and have Spina bifida. 
Looking for companion, looks and dis- 
ability don’t matter, aged 25-50, to share 
holidays/my life. I would like to hear 
from you. Box No. 260 


SINCERE MALE, YOUNG 46. Caring, con- 
siderate, with limited walking ability due 
to osteo-arthritis. Car owner, gsoh. 
Interests include art, countryside, conver- 
staion and more. Wltm lady, disabled or 
able-bodied, 35-45, n/s for friendship/ 
relationship. Wolverhampton or sur- 
rounding areas. Box No. 261 


GOODLOOKING, DISABLED FEMALE, 26, 
Libran, lives in Dorking. N/s, reception- 
ist, loves living life to the full — some- 
times impulsive. Looking for caring 
male, possibly ex-carer or someone with 
experience of people with physical dis- 
abilities. Preferably from Surrey area. 
Similar age. Into socialising, Rotaract, 
skiing, parties, classic cars, theatre. 
Looking for Mr Right. Box No. 262 


35 YEAR OLD male with mild disability 
seeks male arm amputee penpal, aged 20- 
35, who plays football, to swap foot- 
balling stories as I am also a keen player. 
Box No. 263 


STILL LOOKING. FEMALE who cares, with 
cp, wltm likewise for friendship or more. 
Very happy person, aged 35, likes going 
out, music and loves all animals. London 
area. Box No. 264 


VERY ATTRACTIVE IRANIAN lady, inde- 
pendent, smart, 30s, seeks mobile, slim, 
attractive, n/s, bright gentleman, 35-50, 
for a committed relationship. I am 
almost blind. London resident. Hearing 
impaired especially welcome. Box No. 265 


MY NAME IS Darren. I’m looking for a 
lady, 25-33, who has epilepsy like me, 
for friendship, maybe more, living in 
London area. I’m 20 years old. I don’t 
mind over-weight women as I also have a 
weight problem — we can laugh and 
enjoy each others company and not 
worry about our sizes. I’m very loving 
and would like someone to care for. 
Fancy an evening out — a meal, drink, 
bowling? Box No. 266 


HELLO ALL YOU 30 to SO year olds out 
there. I have cp, but drive my own car 
and have my own bungalow. I’m looking 
for a rich female to look after me in every 
way. Must be able to drive. I have a gsoh 
and like going out clubbing. I will answer 
all letters. Box No. 267 


LIFE HAS GOT to be a joke hasn’t it? I 
mean; I’m calorie challenged, mobility 
challenged, youthfully challenged, sexu- 
ality challenged and yet I still want a 
friend/relationship. For those, like me, 
who are not pc, I am fat (for my weight I 
should be 7ft tall). I am unable to walk. I 
am old (I remember the Archers starting). 
Finally Iam a male bisexual (that doesn’t 
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exclude anyone, does it?). The biggest 
joke of all — I live in a town famous for 
its concrete cows. Oh, and I’m a Piscean. 
Box No. 268 


VERY ATTRACTIVE, OUTGOING Sft 2in, 
green eyed, blonde with teenage daugh- 
ter. Seeks a young 40-50 year old man for 
friendship and possible relationship. | 
have many interests including drawing, 
painting, music, theatre, dancing, dining 
out and reading. If you are interested and 
fun loving, and share some of my inter- 
ests, ’'d love to hear from you. North 
West/any area. Box No. 269 


SINGLE, VIVACIOUS, VERY attractive Sft 
6in, blue-eyed Scandinavian blonde. 
Seeks solvent, exciting, independent 
male, 40-50ish, to bring out the best in 
me. I’m fun loving, creative, artistic and 
have many interests including travel, 
theatre, music, dining out and enjoying 
life to the full. If you’d like to find out 
more —I’m here waiting. Box No. 270 


PETITE, BLUE-EYED brunette, attractive 
and fun loving, in early 40s with teenage 
son. Very much a people person. Seeks a 
gentleman, 40-50s for friendship and if 
compatible, relationship. Various inter- 
ests including good conversation, music, 
theatre, dining out, craft and antique 
fayres, and a fondness of dogs. I have 
limited mobility due to arthritis. 
However, if you feel we may share some 
of the same interests, don’t hesitate to 
contact me, especially in Yorkshire area. 
Box No. 271 


MALE, AGED 23, seeks female friend for 
companionship and outings. I have 
Asperger syndrome. Box No. 272 


PETITE FEMALE, 37, wheelchair user. 
Seeks knight in shining armour, 27-40, 
who can see beyond the chair. Can you 
help make me smile again? If so, please 
write soon. East Ayrshire. Box No. 273 


A KINDRED SPIRIT. I’m a single female 
with my own place, car and moggy. Fun 
loving, sporty and fairly mobile, occa- 
sional wheelchair user seeks sincere male 
with gsoh. Midlands or worldwide. Box 
No. 274 


SHY, DISABLED COUPLE seeks new friend- 
ships, single or couples. Must like music, 
socialising, movies, have gsoh, be mobile. 
Could lead to more. Box No. 275 


TALLISH, HAPPY, GOOD looking male 
graduate, late 30s. Young looking, good 
conversationalist, slightly disabled, open, 
with own home. Seeks female soulmate, 
25-42, slightly disabled or not, with zest 
for life. Yorkshire/Anywhere. Box No. 276 


MALE, 42, SLIGHTLY disabled, wltm 
warm, friendly, sincere and caring female 
for friendship/possible relationship. My 
likes are travel, cinema, eating out, visit- 
ing places of interest. Please write with 
photo if possible. Herts, Essex, North 
London area. Box No. 277 


FEMALE, 30, BROADMINDED, gsoh, seeks 
other young females for fun games, out- 
ings, wine, videos. Also needs female 
artist to draw me. Plus, into oils, massage 
to relax arthritis (fms). So write now 
with photo. If possible Reading area. Box 
No. 278 


FEMALE, 53 YEARS, wheelchair user with 
cp. Looking for male with gsoh, aged 50- 
58 for correspondence, friendship and 


DisabilityNow September 1998 


possibly more. Interests include ty and 
60s/70s music. Box No. 279 


LADY, WHEELCHAIR USER, seeks male, 
disabled or able-bodied, with similar 
interests, for friendship, caring and shar- 
ing happy life. Box No. 280 


MALE, 37, MILDLY disabled. Own home 
and job. Seeks female for companionship 
or possibly for life. Interests include the 
countryside, music and sport. London/ 
Home Counties. Box No. 281 


ATTRACTIVE, 31 YEAR old female, wheel- 
chair user following accident, seeks a 
kind man to put sparkle back into her 
life. Lives in outer London/Bucks area. 


Box No. 282 


Accommodation 


THREE-BED SEMI in Wirral. Fully adapted 
with lifts. Upstairs bathroom, downstairs 
toilet/showeroom. Extra large kitchen. 
£75,000. Tel: 0151-608 2264. 


Help wanted 


PERSONAL ASSISTANT REQUIRED to work 
for female disabled student in 
Nottingham, from the end of September 
term time only. £3.50 per hour. Tel: 
(01843) 586973. 


BORED WITH YOUR JOB? Fancy a change 
of direction? South Bucks widower seeks 
housekeeper/“mum”/carer for him and 
his 3 sons aged 17, 15 (cp) and 11 (older 
two board). Own bedsit, n/s, driver. Call 
Trevor, tel: (01753) 885522 (daytime — 
poor cooks don’t apply!). 


Vehicle wanted 


SMALL VAN, REAR entry, converted for 
wheelchair use. Tel: (01234) 216469 
(evenings only). 


Employment wanted 


DISABLED MAN, YOUNG 52, secks sitting 
down job. Electronic or mechanical 
assembly, or electronic servicing pre- 
ferred. Just completed City & Guilds 2nd 
year Electronic Servicing. Tel: (01772) 
463444. 


STANNAH STAIRLIFT SUITABLE for 
straight stairs, vgc. £850 ono. Tel: 
(01542) 832484 (Buckie). 


ELECTRIC MIDI SENIOR scooter, 7 months 
old. £1,600. Tel: 0171-265 1226. 


NISSAN SERENA 1.6LX, 1995, M reg. 
Converted by Gowerings for wheelchair 
passenger. Three other passengers, red, 
7k miles, fsh, electric winch, lowered 
floor, ramp, immaculate. £10,500 ono. 
Tel: (01635) 254930. 


POIRIER ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, indoor/ 
outdoor powered positioning with charg- 
er. £970 ono. Tel: (01327) 361648. 


TILT TABLE COST, £1,160, vec, will accept 
£650 ono. Tel: (01327) 361648. 


SUNRISE MINIVATOR 930 stairlift. R/hand 
with corner platform. £600. Tel: (01494) 
520282 (Hayes, Middx). 


BALMORAL BATHLIFT, BATTERY operated 
with spare battery and charger. £150. 
Tel: (01494) 520282 (Hayes, Middx). 


ROVER 214SE 3-DOOR, 1995, M reg, 
metallic green. One owner, only 12,500 
miles. Fitted with Constable wheelchair 


_in place of front passenger seat. Chair 


lifts up and out with disabled passenger 
on-board. Seat cost £4,000 new. £7,995. 
For full details, tel: (01404) 47100 (ask for 
David Vickers). 


CARTER CRUISER WHEELCHAIR. Will 
need some repairs due to slightly bent 
frame. Otherwise in good condition. 
Includes battery charger. £900 ono. For 
further information, tel: 0171-833 3894. 


BRIAN PAGE INFORED system, £200. 
Mobility carchair hoist, £180. Dual con- 
trol for HNE Scandinavian powerchair, 
£35. All at nearest offer. Tel: (01736) 
755135. 


FORD ESCORT 1.4LX, 1997, P reg, 4k 
miles only. Fitted with Constables car- 
chair system passenger seat, including 
electric wheelchair, all immaculate. 
£12,750 ono. Tel: (01203) 383146. 


SHOPRIDER DELUX 4-WHEEL scooter and 
charger. Cost £2,645 in 1994, will accept 
£900 ono. Tel: 0181-777 9244. 


RENAULT ECO DIESEL, N reg, 1.9, 13k 
miles, fsh, e/w. Brotherwood conversion, 
tail gate, counter-balanced ramps, vision 
panel. Takes wheelchair or scooter. As 
new. £8,995 ono. Tel: (01946) 728766. 


FORD ESCORT 1600, 1984, 29k miles 
from new. Full disabled conversion, rear 
loading ramp, electric winch. MOT to 
July ’99. Taxed to January ’99. £2,400. 
Tel: (01487) 840367 (Cambs). 


VW MOTOR CAMPER disabled Reimo. 
Ramp harnesses, roof awning, w/c, 
fridge, cooker, pas. £8,500. Tel: 0181- 
505 8527. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41, Chairman conver- 
sion. M reg, hydraulic lowering suspen- 
sion. Immaculate inside and out. Eight 
months MOT, fsh. £11,250 ono. Tel: 
(01626) 863617. 


SUNRISE MIDI STIRLING scooter. 20 
months old. £950. Tel: (01582) 475264 
(6-10pm only). 


CONSTABLES CARCHAIR AND hoist. Three 
years old. £1,500 ono. Tel: (01473) 
612380 (Ipswich). 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, EXCELLENT con- 
dition. Includes charger, indoor/outdoor. 
£550. Tel: (01923) 676631 (Watford 


area). 


CONVERTED RENAULT CLIO RL3. 1.4, 
3-door, R reg, metallic blue, 2,375 miles. 
One owner with full warranty. Sold with 
front access passenger side electric car- 
chair lift. £11,000 ono. Tel: 0171-394 
3698 or 0171-394 7113. 


LEVO COMPACT STANDING wheelchair. 
Normal size, 38in wide. Hardly used, 
never outside. £1,100 ono. Tel: 0118-954 
3406 (Reading). 


FORD TRANSIT AUTO. Side lift, L reg, 40k 
miles. £1,100 ono. Tel: (01322) 410319 
(Dartford). 


FORD ESCORT UNIVERSAL, 1994, L reg, 
20k miles. Two owners, air rear suspen- 
sion. Converted for people wishing to 
travel in their own wheelchairs. £7,995. 
Tel: (01403) 782537. 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
..and make a big impression. 
Small ads in DN reach over 
65,000 people for just £5 a line. 
All small ads must be paid for 
in advance. If you want to 
advertise, please use the form 
on the left. Send it with a 
cheque for the total to 
Disability Now, 6 Market Road, 
London N7 9PW. 


For personal ads, submit 
about 25 words and send 
a cheque or postal order 
for £5 payable to Disability 
Now with your ad. This is 
to help cover our costs. 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number 
and mark your envelope 
Private and Confidential. 
If you do not it will be 
opened. Send to DN, 
address on page 3. 


WHEELSPORT SWIFT FOLDING wheelchair 
with Roho cushion. 16x18in wide seat. | 
Hardly used. £600. Tel: (01895) 672371. 


FIAT SCUDO EL CHAIRMAN. P reg, 16 / 
months old, 1.9L, diesel. Lowered floor, | 
60in headroom. Seats 4 plus wheelchair |) 
passenger. Fsh, pas, 15k miles. List price | 
£18,000, sell for £14,000 ono. Possible px | 
standard car. Tel: (01535) 652490. 


LECKEY WOOSH CHAIR, size 2, as new, | 
with large activity tray, knee lock, lap 
strap, trunk supports. Height, back and |, 
head supports, arm rests and foot rest |) 
adjustable. Cost £750 will sell £350 ono. | 
Tel: (01248) 723449, 


THERAPOSTURE ADJUSTAMATIC BED with 
massage facility. Good as new. £1,600, 
buyer collects. Tel: 0181-946 5469. 


EVEREST JENNINGS ELITE Whisper elec- | 
tric wheelchair. Indoor/outdoor with | 
charger. Good condition. £500 ono. Tel: 
(01159) 589160. 


ORTHOKINETICS LARK 6 Class 3. 1995, 
comfortable, battery operated 4-wheel 
scooter. Kerb climber, immaculate condi- |) 
tion, cost £2,695, will accept £1,750 ono. 
Tel: 0181-693 7958. 


KEEP-ABLE SHOPRIDER scooter. Virtually 
unused. Swivel seat, fits in car boot. Cost 
£1,500, for sale at £995 ono. Tel: 0181 | 
440 4097 (Herts). 


LIGHTWEIGHT COMMUNICATION AID, key- | 
board, dectalk speech, carrying case, 
battery charger, unused. £2,000. Tel: 
(01792) 203390. 


TOYOTA HIACE POWER van. 2.4, petrol, | 
P reg, 17,300 miles, taxed Dec’. Autotrim | 
conversion, hydraulic tail lift wheelchair, 
5 seats, extended warranty 2002. | 
Excellent condition. £10,750. Tel: 
(01842) 811255. 


TIVOL ELECTRIC RECLINING chair plus 
extras. Used for 1 month. Cost was 
£700, will accept £400 ovno. Tel: 0181- | 
942 0809. 1 


SUNGIFT 300 SCOOTER, vec, new cell 
batteries, new charger and off-vehicle 
charging harness. £1,000 ono. Tel:) 
(01865) 453169. 


QUICKIE 2 WHEELCHAIR, 10 months old, ) 


never used. 16x14in seat, 24in wheels, } 


collect. Tel: (01703) 651736 (Soton). 


RIFTON TRICYCLE, EXCELLENT condition. 
Late summer or Christmas present. Back 
support with strap, vertical and horizon- 
tal hand grips, footplates, pulley system, | 
knee wedge, blue. New £692, asking | 
£450. Tel: 0116-260 1300. H 
ADAPTED FORD TRANSIT van for driver in| 
wheelchair. Five additional seats, electric } 
tie down, linear hand controls, 9-way' 
bleeper, side lift, remote entry, sound | 
proofing. More information, tel: (01823) 
333802. 
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Make sure you visit 


All Round Ability 

The second All Round Ability Exhibition 
will be staged, to coincide with the SCOPE 
National Conference, at the London Arena 
on 6 and 7 November. You can find full 
details of the event on the web site at 
www.allroundability.co.uk 

The exhibition is FREE to all visitors 
who pre-register. It will be of immense 
interest to people with disabilities, their 
families and carers as well as professionals 
working with disabled people. 

In particular, there'll be plenty to see 
for those who run day centres, residential 
care establishments, nursing homes and 
special needs schools. There will also be a 
large display of vehicles. 


New zone devoted to ACCESS 
The 1995 Disability Discrimination Act 
requires businesses to make their 
premises accessible to people with 
disabilities. Accordingly the All Round 


In partnership with 


TheGuardian 


FOR SALE 
Attractive 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
detached bungalow with garage. 
Fully adapted for disabled use, 
in Wellingborough, Northants. 

For further details contact: 
Osborne Morris and Morgan solicitors, 
Danbury House, West Street, 
Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 7DD. 
Tel: (01525) 378177 (Ref JW). 


To advertise your 
vacancies or courses 
contact Richard 
Gresham, Kingslea 
Press Ltd, Suite 120, 
Friars House, 157-168 
Black Friars Road, 
London SE1 8EZ, or 
tel: 0171-252 1362, 
Fax: 0171-237 8019. 


Personal 


Home Help 


The Samaritans 
0345 90 90 90 


me 
COPE 


FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


THE ROYAL ASSOCIATION FOR 


An all round essential event! 


Ability Exhibition will contain a zone 
specifically of interest to all businesses 
that wish to discover how to comply with 
the requirements of the act. 


Make a note of the details 
All Round Ability 98 is open as follows: 
Friday 6 November 09.30 - 18.00 
Saturday 7 November 09.30 - 16.30 

The London Arena has its own station 
on the Docklands Light Railway and is 
easily reached by bus. There is ample 
parking. The exhibition is on the ground 
floor - there are no steps or other 
hazzards. 


To register 

Please register in advance by calling the 
organisers, Maria Adderley & Associates, 
on 0181 293 5903. Or you can post your 
name and address details to: 

Maria Adderley & Associates, 

209 Greenwich High Road, 

London SE10 8NB or Email them at 
adderley @dial.pipex.com 


DisabilityNOW 


Holidays (continued on page 40) 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure. 


Have Fun, Fun, Fun! 
“Skylarks” — Nottingham 


Purpose-built holiday centre recently 
reopened in August after £1.6m 
refurbishment. 26 single en-suite, 5 twin 
rooms. Electric hoists. CTV. Hydro pool. 
Bar. Help buttons. Free trips/excursions. 
Nurses/volunteer support. Prices from 
£245 pw — including food/care. For brochure, 
please tel: 0171 833 4579 ext 132. 


Sunny Javea 
Costa Blanca - Spain 
Beautiful climate - 4 bedroom villa near sea 
3 bedrooms upstairs + bathroom 
1 bedroom ground Aer + shower and toilet 
Ramps, wheelchair friendly, garden, large 


shared pool. 


01562 885403 


Country House Holidays — SURREY 


Crabhill House. Fully accessible country house — with purpose-built extension. 
26 single en-suite rooms. 5 twin rooms. Licensed bar. CTV. Conservatory. 
Lovely gardens. Electric hoists. Help buttons. Nurses/volunteer support. Day 
trips to Brighton, London, Theatreland etc. From £235 pw — food/care included. 
For information/booking form tel: 0171-833 4579 ext 132. 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
provides good access, specialist equipment in some 
rooms, All in a comfortable, friendly country house 


hotel set in several acres of natural grounds, nine 
miles from the ancient city of Norwich, offering 
excellent opportunities for exploring the countryside 
and coastline of East Anglia. 


Ring 01508 489324 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 454300. 


JUBILEE LODGE — Essex 
Purpose built holiday centre. Epping Forest, 
Cambridge. Southend nearby. 26 single en-suite 
rooms, 5 twin rooms. CTV. Motorized hoists. 
Bar. Conservatory. Coffee lounge. 
Visits/entertainment included. Help buttons. 
Nurses/volunteer support. Social Services 
registered. From £235 pw. For brochure call: 


WG 4 & Self Catering villas and cottages, 0171 833 4579 ext. 132 
2) 


Pai Aa hotels, B&B, car hire with 

ai Gale hand controls, adapted vans, 

+» sa# a etc. Scuba Diving courses 

0 Wi and other sporting and Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 

Devon/Cornwail border 

Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 

luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 

within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including tea room/shop. 

Take-away meals and equipment hire 

available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 

Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 

Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 

Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


“a leisure facilities. 
: em ; ; 
ALG David Player, Wheeling Around 
The Algarve, Apartado 3421, 
8135 Almancil, Algarve, Portugal 
Tel: 00 351 89 393636 Fax: 00 351 89 397448 


E-mail: dave@player.pt Website: http://www.player.pt 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


Purpose-built Centre 
NETLEY VILLAGE — Hampshire 
Overlooking Southampton Water, Netley 
Waterside House has a holiday atmosphere. 16 
single and 5 twin rooms. Hoists. Call buttons. 
Parker bath. Variable height beds. CTV. eo 
Bar. Trips and food included. Registered wit! 
Hants SS. Nurses and volunteers carers. From 
£235 pw. Tel: 0171 833 4579 ext 132. 


Ps es | 


@ Television, Film & Video Production 
¢ Magazine / Newspaper journalism 

¢ Magazine design 

¢ CDROM production 


COMMUNICATE STUDY DAY f 


Date: 24th September 1998 

Title: Integrating Technologies for 
Communication ; 
Wheelchair and Environmental Controls 

Venue: Newcastle-upon-Tyne \ 

Contact: Jean McPherson 

Tel: 0191-219 5640/1 

Fax: 0191-219 5647 

Closing date: 18th September 1998 


e Advertising sales 


Whiston Road, London E2 8SB. 


BLACK MEDIA INSTITUTE 


OFFERS PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN THE FOLLOWING SKILLS: 


@ Magazine Marketing, Distribution & Promotion 


Please send a covering letter indicating subject of interest, a CV and/or work 
samples to: BLACK MEDIA INSTITUTE, Ref DN, c/o 43 Linslade House, 


Closing date: 7 Sept. Courses start October °98. 
The BLACK MEDIA INSTITUTE is an equal opportunities training provider. 


DISABLED WOMEN SPEAK OUT 


‘As disabled students we were definitely made to , 
feel that sex was not for us. We were therefore ¢= 
always very nervous about it and so didn’t ask 
many questions and learned very little’ 


Little research has been undertaken into disabled women’s sexuality. 
What there is has been carried out largely by non-disabled 
professionals. She Dances to Different Drums is a unique book telling 
the stories of many disabled women. 

Interested? 

Ring the King’s Fund Bookshop on 0171-307 2591 for details. 


Available from 2 September. 


By . 
Lag s Fund 
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Recruitment (continued on pages 41 & 42) 


DISABILITY SCOTLAND 


Edinburgh based voluntary organisation, Disability Scotland, is the national 
voice of the disability movement. It has been successful in securing National 
Lottery Charities Board funding for a two year project. This will enhance local 
disability information networks across Scotland and provide a level playing 
field for the groups in terms of technology, namely the Internet. 


Information Technology Development Officer 


We need an Information Technology Development Officer to assist in achieving 
the project aims. The main duties will be; 


London Borough of Camden 
Domiciliary Support Services 


By the year 2000 our In-House Community Care Services are planning to establish an integrated 
model of provision which will see Day Support, Care in the Home, Residential Services and 
Meals in the Home offered as a single set of co-ordinated services. To begin the integration 
process we are setting up a Domiciliary Support Business Unit. 


To configure and install IT hardware for connection to an Internet 
information resource service and provide support, training and backup to 
local groups to support their information needs. 


We are seeking a dynamic individual, with a strong commitment to public service to join us as 
we respond to the challenges of recent changes in legislation and Government policy and the 
challenge of Camden being a pilot Authority for Best Value. 


Business Manager 


£32,814 to £34,773 pa inc 


Experience of setting up computing systems, training, adapted 
technology and the Internet would be an advantage. ") 


Salary: £13,215 - £14,337 (two year fixed term contract). 


For job description and application form please contact: Sheila Rann 


Jamieson, Disability Scotland, Princes House, 5 Shandwick Place, = Guaritigs | 


Edinburgh EH2 4RG. Tel: 0131-229 8632 ee You will be responsible for taking forward the business strategy of the Domiciliary Support 
inburg . Tel: - ; 


Services, ensuring that they are of high quality, cost-effective and entirely customer-focused. 


j ili land strives to be an equal opportunities employer : 
sidaninle k q ee ee. With a proven track record as an innovator with sound business and financial skills you must 


have the ability to set standards, work to tight deadlines and implement new systems and 
procedures, which demonstrate Best Value. An appreciation of the importance of Quality 
Assurance is essential, as is a management qualification. Your strong leadership skills will 
ensure that new developments are accepted and understood throughout the administrative 
structure of the division. 


We are a Housing and related Information Service managed by disabled 
people for disabled people. We operate under the principles of the Social 
Model of Disability and are looking to fill two posts, created by funding 
from Portsmouth City Council. 


Disabled Persons Accommodation Agency Co-ordinator 


We are looking for someone who has the right skills, abilities and 
enthusiasm to develop this new initiative. 


The division is committed to making sure that staff are appropriately skilled for the challenges 
ahead. Relevant training and your professional development will be seen as a priority. 


We place considerable emphasis on the importance of valuing the rich diversity among the 
residents and workforce of Camden and successful applicant for this position will provide evidence 
Understand the underlying principles of independent living of your commitment to working within an anti - discriminatory and equitable environment. 
Have knowledge and understanding of what is accessible accommodation 

Ability to promote and publicise the register to housing providers and disabled people 
Good negotiation, communication and developmental skills 

Sound administrative skills 

Ability to be mobile throughout the County of Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Experience in the application and maintenance of a computerised database 
information system 

Disabled people meeting the criteria of the Person Specification will be 
interviewed 

Salary scale £14,500 — £16,000 (Full-time) based on skills/experience 

Hours negotiable up to full-time 


Camden values the diversity of its community and aims to have a workforce which reflects this. 
We therefore encourage applications from all sections of the community. 


To receive further information and an application form please telephone the Social Services 
recruitment line (24 hours) on 0171 860 5892, Minicom 0171 860 5859, E-mail 
advertising @camden.gov. uk or write to Camden Advertising, Room 314, Town Hall, Judd 
Street, London WC1H YJE. This is a re-advertisement, previous applicants need not apply. 


Please quote reference number 10/601/W2 


Closing date: Monday, 21st September. 4 


can 
as a 
= 2 Camden 
Direct Payments Support Service 


Previously known as the Self Operated Care Scheme. 
Support Worker 


We are looking for an enthusiastic, self-motivated individual who can 
develop this service in Portsmouth. 


DN is on the web. Visit our site at 

http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
or you can e-mail us with ideas on 

editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


BCHA is an expanding organisation providing nearly 2,500 homes for a wide 
range of people in housing need including the elderly, families, single people 
and those in need of supported housing. We now have 2 exciting 
opportunities on a temporary basis as follows: 


Have knowledge and experience of the disabled peoples’ movement and issues 
around Direct Payments 

e Have knowledge and experience of statutory provision under Community Care Act 
and other relevant legislation 

¢ Good communication skills with a wide variety of people, including Officers of 
Social Services and disabled people from all impairment groups 

¢ Sound administrative skills 

e Ability to use own initiative, tact and diplomacy 

e Ability to be mobile throughout Portsmouth 

¢ Disabled people meeting the Criteria of the Person Specification will be interviewed 

e Salary £14,500 — £16,000 Pro rata based on skills and experience 

¢ Hours negotiable up to 30 per week 


Disability Now is also 
available on tape. For 
details, contact 
Subscriptions at 6 Market 
Road, London, N7 9PW or 
telephone 0171-619 7317. 


Manager - Safe Houses 
Fixed Term Contract - 6 months 
£19,402 - £22,504 pa pro rata Ref. No. SHO7 


As a member of the Supported Housing Section, you will be 
responsible for overseeing the management of our safe houses for 
women and children at risk of domestic violence. It is our intention to 
transfer the management of these properties to a partner agency when 
Bristol City Council recommissions the service some time in 1999. 

You must be a woman who can demonstrate a strong commitment to 
working with this client group. You must have had at least two years’ 
experience in staff supervision and two years’ experience of housing 
management within a housing organisation. 

We offer the right candidate an opportunity to be part of the 
development of this exciting new project. 

Essential car users allowance is applicable to this post. 


Disability Now is not responsible for 
claims made in the advertisements it 
prints and all readers are advised to 
check claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 


Further information from Gill Jackson. Application forms from: 
D.O.V.E., Tel/Fax: (01705) 787788, Textphone: (01705) 783284. 


Closing date for both posts September 30th 1998. 


THE STACKPOLE CENTRE 


UNIQUE HOLIDAY COMPLEX ON THE SOUTH 
PEMBROKESHIRE COAST FOR FAMILIES, 
GROUPS & INDIVIDUALS: SELF-CATERING, 
COTTAGES, GROUP HOUSES & HOTEL (Wales 
Tourist Board 3 Crowns Highly Commended) POOL, 
JACUZZI, THEATRE, RESTAURANT, ART, 
POTTERY & MUSIC ROOMS, OUTDOOR 
ACTIVITIES, WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE LEVEL 1 
For info & Holiday Pack, Tel: 01646 661425 
Fax: 01646 661456 


ORANGE BADGE 


MACHINE S.L. 


Wheelchair Hire * Manual & 
Electric Chairs 
Electronic Scooters * Walking Aids 
Bathroom & Toilet Aids 
Airport Service & Island Tours 
Edificio Arco Iris, Cristian Sur, 
No 9 Avy. Penetracion, 
38650 Los Cristianos, 
Arona, Tenerife 


TEL/FAX: (00 34 922) 79 73 55 
E-mail us at orange@interbook.net 


ORANGE BLOSSOM COAST SPAIN 
Now booking for 99. Two sunny 4th floor 
‘penthouse’ apartments in private 
beachfront complex. Pool, unspoilt resort. 
Two bedrooms each. Fully equipped, 
roll-in showers. Huge terrace with sea views. 

For brochure, tel: (01452) 740820. 


THE YORKSHIRE FREEDOM COACH 


49-seater, fully belted coach with 
hydraulic side lift, for private hire. 
Excursions — Holidays — Trips etc. 
Keen prices, helpful driver. 
FOR AN INSTANT QUOTE 
PHONE DERICK ON 


(07970) 368537 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 


Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 
facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 
breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 


Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


CHRISTMAS IN FRANCE AT 
AUBERGE DE LA TOUR 


Enjoy a traditional farmhouse 
Christmas. A warm, family 
atmosphere with friendly English 
owners, log fires, fine wines and both 
traditional French and English fayre. 
Fully wheelchair accessible. Transport 
available. Personal care available. 


For details Pat & John Bartlam. 
Phone/Fax: 00335 49722537. 
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The Wilberforce ¥ ) 
Home For The wy 
Blind, York 
Holiday/Respite Breaks 


Specially designed to individual needs 
for visually impaired guests aged 
between 18-65 years. 

Close, easy access to city centre. 
Short breaks or long weekends. 
Fully trained staff. 
Extensive grounds & gardens. 
For a brochure or to view, please 
contact: Mrs Joan Addinall (Care 
Manager), 187 Tadcaster Road, York 
YO24 1GZ, or tel: (01904) 706106. 


Sand and Sea - SOUTHPORT 
“Sandpipers” overlooks Southport's Marine 
lake/beaches. Trips to the Lake District, Blackpool, 
Alton Towers. Accessible holiday centre. 12 single 
rooms. 12 twin rooms. Help buttons. Indoor 
swimming pool. CTV. Bar. From £250 pw — food, 
full care/volunteer help included. Registered with 
Social Services. Most physical disabilities catered 
for. Brochure? Call: 0171-833 4579 ext 132. 


SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS (CAIRNGORMS). 
2 beautifully restored forest village cottages 
offering high quality family accommodation 
with Access Award for wheelchair users. 
Peaceful, secluded, very warm and 
generously equipped. Open all year, special 
rates. Comprehensive local access guide, 
domestic specifications and specialised 
equipment available. Tel/Fax 01479 821642 
http://freespace.virgin.net/dy.dean/ 


Closing date: Noon Friday 11th September 
Interview date: Thursday 17th September _ 


This post is exempt under Section 7 (2)(f) of the Sex Discrimination 
Act 1975. 


Homelessness Assistant 
Fixed Term Contract - 6 months 
£13,221 - £15,787 pa pro rata Ref. No. SHO8 


You will replace the current postholder who is temporarily seconded 
to another BCHA post. You will be based in our Temporary Housing 
Team which provides intensive housing management to homeless 
families housed in a variety of shortlife properties throughout Bristol 
and South Gloucestershire. 

You must have at least one year’s experience of housing management 
within a housing organisation and the ability to work flexibly within a 
small team. You must also be able to deal with complex and 
challenging situations in a calm and professional manner. 

Closing date: Thursday 17th September 

Interview date: Thursday 24th September 


For a recruitment pack please write only quoting Ref. No. to Mrs Justine 
Drummond, Bristol Churches Housing Association, 7 York Court, 
Wilder Street, Bristol BS2 8QH. 


Bristol Churches 
Housing Association Ltd 


BCHA is working towards being an Equal Opportunities Employer 
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CONTROVERSIES IN CEREBRAL PALSY | 


Postgraduate Medical Centre, Derriford Hospital, Plymouth. 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 13" 1998 


This annual multidisciplinary conference organised 
by the Special Families Trust aims to promote a 
wider understanding of cerebral palsy. Leading 

experts will be speaking on a range of topical 
and controversial subjects. 


Association of Disabled Professionals (ADP) 


“Being a manager as a disabled person” is the first of what 
we hope will be a series of short booklets by disabled people for 
disabled people on various areas of employment. We have 
funding from the Employment Service’s National Disability 
Development Initiative to produce the first three booklets. 


National Development Agency 
for disability sport 


For further details write or ring Special Families Trust, 
Erme House, Station Road, Plympton, Plymouth, 
Devon PL7 3AU. Tel: (01752) 346861. 


Consultant to Write & Research 

Are you a disabled person who has the ability to: 

* “communicate” well, particularly with other disabled people? 

* work well with others and to deadlines? 

¢ write in a clear, accessible style? 

* research and collate information? 

If you are, and you have commitment to the removal of the 
barriers within society which disabled people face, particularly in 
employment, you may be just the person we are looking for to 
plan, research and write the booklets on a consultancy basis. 
Fee: £10,000 Contract period: Dec 98 — Feb 99 


Chief Executive 


Salary range: £36,000 - £41,000pa 


The National Development Agency for disability sport (NDA) is now 
being established with a broad range of objectives designed to 
improve the opportunities for disabled people in sport. Working with 
existing organisations - governing bodies, local authorities etc. - the 
NDA will seek to raise the profile of disabled sportsmen and women 
and to promote policies and programmes to facilitate their active 
participation and development of skills. 


NEW & USED VEHICLES 


Driver plus 4 seated and 2 
wheelchair passengers. Ricon 
lift. White. 1997 ‘P’. 23k miles. 


Ford Transit SWB Adapted for disabled driver 

Diesel with electric swivel driver 

£11,500 seat, special PAS and 
controls, auto gears, electric 
windows, mirrors and side- 
door. Indoor Ricon lift. Red. 
1995 ‘M’. 36,500 miles. 


Ford TransitSWB Adapted for tetraplegic. Auto 

Diesel gears, special steering and 

£15,250 gear change. 4 extra 
passenger seats. Electric 
windows and mirrors. Inboard 
Ricon lift. Suit either wheelchair 
driver and/or passenger. Cost 
£23,500 new. Dark blue. 1995 
‘M’. 1,100 miles only. 

Renault Master Inboard lift, 11 seats and up to 3 

Petrol wheelchair corey ia White. 

£3,250 1990 ‘H’ 78k miles. Good condition. 
15 seater with facility for 3 
wheelchair passengers. M2 
tested seats, lap and diagonal 
belts. All clamps and straps. VAT 
and zero rated road fund for 
qualifying organisations. New 
cost £30,000, White. ‘P’ 25k miles. 
NEW. Highlevel specification 
including 13 passenger seats, 
Ricon lift, up to 5 wheelchair 
locations. Full eth luggage 
racks, White. 1998 ‘S’. 
Unregistered special. 


All the above in showroom condition 


Phone Whitacres, Stoke-on-Trent: 

(01782) 281365 
Supported by (01782) 502238 (evenings) 
ae 0836-257752 (mobile) 
ENGLISH 


SPORTS 
X g COUNCIL Is scooter storage a problem? 


Looking for an affordable weather proof 
storage for your scooter - contact Comfort 
Aids for information on our scooter hut. 
Telephone Hayley or Kelly on 


0115-911 0322 


The Chief Executive will lead the direction and attainment of these 
and related objectives, and will provide qualities of leadership based 
on a good understanding of the structure of sport and of the specific 
issues affecting the community of disability sport. 


Graphic Design & Layout 

We are also looking for a disabled person or organisation of 
disabled people to design the cover and layout the text ready for 
printing. Expressions of interest in printing also welcome. Based in Crewe, the appointment is expected to invoke many 
challenges. You should have experience of leading the development 
of policy, together with proven abilities in the management of 
finances, resources and staff. As a versatile negotiator and 
communicator with excellent interpersonal skills, you will have had 
experience of fundraising/sponsorship and promotion/publicity, as 
well as being familiar with IT. 


For a copy of the Consultant’s or Designer's Brief contact ADP. 
Tel/Fax: (01924) 283253, E-mail: AssDisProf@aol.com, Mail: 170 
Benton Hill, Horbury WF4 5HW, Minicom (use announcer): 
(01924) 270335 giving name, address and the format needed 
(standard, large print, disk, e-mail). 


Closing date: 7.10.98 Interviews: early November The administration and initial funding of the NDA’s setting-up 


process is being undertaken by the English Sports Council. For further 
information, please write to the Human Resources Unit, The English 
Sports Council, 16 Upper Woburn Place, London WC1H OQP. 
Alternatively, telephone 0171 273 1550 (24 hour answerphone). 
Clearly specify ref: 64/98DN. Please note that CV’s will not be 
accepted. Closing date: 25th September 1998. 


ADP strives for equality of opportunity in all it does 


RESEARCH CENTRE IN HUMAN SCIENCES AND 
BUSINESS 


RESEARCH BURSARY 


The Research Centre in Human Sciences and Business is offering a bursary 
to research the interface between disability studies and education. 

The project will be directed by Dr. Christine Lloyd and Professor Mike Oliver and 
will focus on the impact of recent perspectives in disability studies on education 
in general and the curriculum in particular. 


The NDA is an equal opportunities employer. 


SANDWELL RAPE CRISIS CENTRE 


Are seeking to appoint a 


DEAF WOMEN’S PROJECT CO-ORDINATOR 


To work with a team of volunteers providing counselling and support services for deaf 
women survivors throughout the West Midlands. The successful candidate will be a 
woman having a commitment to the needs of survivors of rape and sexual abuse and an 
understanding of deaf culture. 

Starting salary £14,754 pro rata (18 hrs per week) 

For an application pack please write to: Jo Watson, SRCC, PO Box 2223, 

West Bromwich B70 8AH. Or fax the centre on 0121-525 9913. 

Subject to Sex Discrimination Act 7 2 (e) 

Closing date: 5pm Monday 28th September 1998 
THIS POST IS FINANCIALLY SUPPORTED BY THE COUNCIL ON DEAFNESS 
(up to September 2001 subject to annual renewal) 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLE REGISTER 


ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS 
LOCATING THE USED VEHICLE 
YOU NEED OR DISPOSING OF 
YOUR EXISTING VEHICLE? 
Register your requirements or vehicle 
for sale with the Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicle Register 
and let us match buyer with seller. 
For full details of this service telephone 


(01202) 814112 


D&SK MOBILITY 


TEL: FREEPHONE 0800 328 0643 
WE CARE FOR YOUR CARE 


Candidates will be expected to have a good honours degree in Social Sciences or 
Education and will be expected to register for a PhD. 


The bursary is worth £7,000 per year, subject to satisfactory progress. 


Further details can be obtained from: 

Annette Devine 

Research Centre in Human Sciences and Business 
The University of Greenwich 

Southwood Site 

Avery Hill Road 

London SE9 2UG 

Tel: 0181 331 9620, or 

e-mail: A.J.Devine @ gre.ac.uk 

Closing date: 25th September 1998. 


Providing Higher Education in London and in Kent for over 100 years. 


BOLT@®BURDON 


5 fest otal seston Sobre) cones te Sees tO 


eat 
INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 
5% OFF 
ALL NEW 
ELECTRICAL 
EQUIPMENT 
FORA 
LIMITED 
PERIOD 
ONLY 


Bolt Burdon is an innovative firm of solicitors in Islington employing approximately 
100 people. 

Due to our continued expansion we are now looking for a New Business 
Co-ordinator. 

The ideal candidate will have an excellent telephone manner and be very 
organised in their day-to-day duties. Good IT skills are essential. Legal 
knowledge would be an asset but is not essential. 

Salary subject to experience. 

We are an equal opportunities employer and offer an accessible working 
environment. 

Our mission statement is to “be professional, be practical, be proud and have fun”. 
If you can buy into this culture please send a CV and covering letter to: 

Nicki Franklin, Human Resources Manager, Bolt Burdon, 16 Theberton Street, 
Islington, London N1 0QX. 


BLACK SPECTRUM 


Project Co-ordinator (Scale PO2) 


The post is funded by National Lottery Charities Board and is subject to 
regular funding reviews. 


Mobility Scooters 
Stairlifts (second hand and new) 
Invalid Accessories 


SALES « SERVICE * HIRE 


62 HOLLYBUSH ROAD 
GRAVESEND, KENT DA12 5QQ 


NOW OPEN: 
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-3pm 


The Gleneagles Skoda 
*Take A Look At What It Has Got* 


The Black Spectrum is the only National Black disability organisation in 
England. The successful applicant should be enthusiastic, self-motivated 
and a caring person who is capable of working with black disabled people, 
Statutory and voluntary agencies. in order to meet the challenges of this 
position applicants will need to have: 


e An understanding and commitment to equal opportunities and the Black : 
Disability voluntary sector. For sale (continued on page 42) 


e Financial skills including: budgetary planning and the facility to fundraise 

* Knowledge of the changes within the voluntary sector and the implication 
for Black disability voluntary agencies. 

¢ Experience and ability to plan and manage training services. 

* Ability to effectively and sensitively lead a diverse staff team. 

° Ability to supervise and manage staff. 

e Ability to manage change. 


BIG BIBS 
For anyone who loves to eat! 
Effective clothes protection — fully washable 


FREE BROCHURE illustrating the range of 
fun and formal designs 
Up Front Designware, Feveralls Lodge, 
Roe End Lane, Markyate, Herts AL3 8AG. 
Tel: (01582) 840797 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0500 357 496 


All major credit cards accepted 


* 3 years unlimited mileage warranty 

© 3 years AA membership 
(includes: Roadside Assistance, Home 
Start, Relay & Relay Plus) 

* Choice of 1.6 petrol or 1.9 diesel Engines 
both with PAS 

¢ Full frontal visibility for wheelchair passenger 

© Ease of access with lowered floor & low 
level ramp 

¢ High quality automotive engineering from 
Skoda — part of the Volkswagen Group & 
converted by Motability accredited vehicle 
conversion specialists 

Prices start from £14,350 on the road NEW 

e Ex-demonstrator with only 1,000 miles 


Big saving on new price at: £12,395 


For quality & comfort in accessible vehicles 
ring us NOW on (01334) 657722. 


Gleneagles Conversions Ltd, 
95 Bonnygate, CUPAR KY15 4LG. 


The post is reserved for a black/minority ethnic person as identified under 
the Race Relations Act Section S5(2) (d). 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 


Special Prices for Disabled People 
ExVAT subject to signed declaration 


BATTERIES 
01923 853669 


For an application form and job description, either telephone 
(01484) 530419 (messages can be left on the answerphone), 
or write to Black Spectrum, Unit 1, Ray Street Enterprise Centre, ‘) 


Children with Special Needs 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


Ray Street, Huddersfield HD1 6BL. 


Ring for Quotation 
fax 850868 


Application closing date: Friday 18 September 1998, 12pm. 


gue? Extra Strong Playpens. 
yo Extra Large Stairgates. 
new Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Ve 


Please note: late application forms will not be accepted. rar 


E 
Proposed interview date: Wednesday 7 October 1998. Secure: ‘ 


BATTGUARD 8 Aldenham Ave 
RADLETT Herts WD7 8HS 


Disabilitynow September 1998 


42 Classified 


LANCASHIRE DISABILITY INFORMATION FEDERATION 
REQUIRES 


CO-ORDINATOR: PRESTON 


We need someone with proven experience of managing a project with 
knowledge of current disability issues, and experience of the voluntary 
sector to co-ordinate our network of disability information services 
controlled by disabled people in Lancashire. 
Salary: NJC Scale SO1 Point 29 £18,006 

WE PARTICULARLY WELCOME APPLICATIONS FROM DISABLED PEOPLE 

* The successful applicant will have: 

+ An understanding of current disability issues 

+ Experience of managing a project 

+ Ability to support and supervise staff 

+ The ability to communicate effectively with a range of people 

* The ability to work flexibly, alone and as part of a team 

«A commitment to equal opportunities 


TRAINING OFFICER: PRESTON 


We require someone with a training or teaching background to identify training needs, 
develop training resources and run training programs for volunteers and committee 
members in our network of disability information services. 


Salary: NJC Scale 6 point 26 £16,233. 
Post funded for 3 years by the National Lottery Charities Board. 
WE PARTICULARLY WELCOME APPLICATIONS FROM DISABLED PEOPLE 


* The successful applicant will have: 

- A training or teaching qualification or proven experience 

- An understanding of disability issues 

- A commitment to equal opportunities 

+ The ability to work independently and as part of a team 

+ Excellent communication skills and an ability to relate to people at all levels 
+ Extensive experience of the voluntary / community sector 


LDIF is a county wide organisation promoting disability information services provided by 


disabled people, and a registered charity controlled by disabled people. ® 


For an application pack please send an A5 sae to LDIF, Office 33, 
Centurion House, Centurion Way, Farington, Leyland, Lancs PR5 1TZ. 

NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 


Closing date for applications for both posts is : 17.9.98. 
Interviews will be held on: 29.9.98 (Co-ordinator) A enine 
30.9.98 (Training Officer) BOARD 


BLACK MEDIA INSTITUTE 
HAS THE FOLLOWING PERSONNEL VACANCIES: 


Salaries will include LONDON 

WEIGHTING. CV and covering 
letter specifying the post applied 
for, should be sent to: 


EDITORIAL: 

¢ Assistant Editor 

¢ Freelance Writers & Photographers 
e Freelance cartoonists 


MANAGEMENT: 
¢ Training Director 

¢ Advertising/Marketing Director 

¢ Distribution/Circulation Director 


APPRENTICES: 

« Administration/Management 

« Advertising & Marketing 

« Distribution & Promotion 

+ Film/Video Technician’s apprentice 


BLACK MEDIA INSTITUTE, 
Ref DN, c/o 43 Linslade House, 
Whiston Road, London E2 8SB. 


Closing date: 7 Sept. 


The BLACK MEDIA INSTITUTE 
is an equal opportunities employer. 


WILTSHIRE 
& SWINDON 


WILTSHIRE & SWINDON 
USERS’ NETWORK 


requires a 
TRANSPORT DEVELOPMENT WORKER 


Salary £15,759 pro rata 30 hours per week (2 year post) 
Office base: Semington, near Trowbridge 


NEerworR® 


To support the growing demand from disabled people to improve 

transport services in North and West Wiltshire by influencing 

mainstream service provision and policy, identifying transport needs 

ee ene and ensuring co-ordination of information across 
e district. 


You should understand the role of a user-controlled organisation 
and have direct personal experience of disability. 


For an application pack ‘phone: 
Wiltshire & Swindon Users’ Network: (01380) 725213. 


Closing date for applications: 18 September 1998. 
We are striving to be an Equal Opportunities Employer. 


HAD SMALL CREATIVE SOLUTIONS 


A Disability Controlled Enterprise currently 
managed by Harrow Association of Disabled 
People. SCS gives local disabled people 
opportunities leading to work. 


Applications are for Work Development Officer. To market SCS, 
secure contracts for a Work Agency and supervise disabled 


people working on those contracts. (F/T 35 hours £19,287 pa 
12 month contract.) 


SCS is funded by Scope, the National Lottery Charities Board and 
London Borough Grants. It is delivering the Employment Zone with 


Northwest London TEC. 


; For an application form 
? f= tel: 0181-427 5569, 
es fax: 0181-861 5528, 
text: 0181-427 0515. NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 
CHARITIES 
BOARD 


This organisation is funded 
by London Boroughs Grants Closing date: 11 September 1998. 
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mex 
WECIL 
“NEW DEAL FOR DISABLED PEOPLE” 


The West of England Centre for Integrated Living (WECIL), a 
Disabled people’s organisation in Bristol, has just been awarded a 
“New Deal” contract to set up the Positive Action Partnership 
Scheme to enable Disabled people to move into employment. 


We require Disabled people for the following full-time posts: 

@ PROJECT MANAGER: £21,357-£22,542 

e 2 EMPLOYMENT SUPPORT WORKERS: £18,006-£19,194 

© DISABILITY EQUALITY TRAINER: £18,006-£19,194 

e@ FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION MANAGER: £18,006-£19,194 
@ CLERK TYPIST: £13,008-£13,971 

Closing date for all posts: Friday 11 September 1998. 


Further information: Wendy Tyler, WECIL Ltd., Leinster Avenue, 
Knowle, Bristol BS4 1AR, tel: 0117-983 9839 (voice and minicom). 


WECIL particularly encourages applications from under-represented 
groups (eg Black Disabled people, Disabled Lesbians and Gay Men). 


ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 


Access Officer 


£18,006 - £20,922 PRO RA 
18.5 HOURS PER WEEK 


We are seeking an experienced and knowledgeable 

Access Officer to work at our Hove offices, to 
co-ordinate and facilitate the council’s access advisory 

group for all and advise on facilities for people with sensory 

and physical disabilities throughout Brighton and Hove. @ 
Primary responsibilities of this post will include providing access 
advice on the design of major developments and assessing planning 
and building control applications in relation to accessibility. ™ For 
an informal discussion about this post please contact 
Rob Fraser, Conservation and Design Manager, on (01273) 292259. 
@ For further information and an application form please 
contact (quoting reference) Environmental Services Personnel, 
Brighton & Hove Council, 2nd Floor, Brighton Town Hall, 
Bartholomew Square, Brighton BN1 1JA. Telephone 01273 
292123. Job reference: ES6236. lm Closing date: 3pm Friday 

Ith September 1998. 


BUILDING A WORKFORCE THAT 
VALUES THE DIVERSITY OF 
OUR COMMUNITY. 


Visit the Jobsearch website: 
www.datalake.com/lgo/jobsearch 


Brighton & Hove 


Action and Rights of Disabled People in Newham 
are seeking to appoint 2 disabled people. 


CO-ORDINATOR to promote the full and equal participation of 
disabled people. You will need to have good communication skills, 
be able to work on your own initiative and be self-servicing. 

S01, 29-31 (£10,029 — £10,647, incl LW). 

19.5 hours until 31.3.1999, 36 hours from 

1.4.99 to 31.3.2000, subject to funding confirmation. 


Funded by London Borough of Newham Social NEWHAM 
Services Committee. COUNCIL 
ADVOCACY TRAINING WORKER from either of the Asian/African/ 
Caribbean communities. You will already be experienced in 
self-advocacy, have experience as a trainer or be willing to gain 
skills to become a trainer in supporting disabled people to become 
advocates. 

SO1. 29 (£15,430 — £16,380 incl LW) 

30 hours. 

Section 5 (2) (d) of the Race Relations Act 1976 applies. 


Funded by National Lottery Charities Board. 


Write/tape with SAE for application form to: 
Action and Rights, c/o Community Links 
105 Barking Road, Canning Town 

London, E16 4HQ 


Closing date: Wednesday 30th September 1998. 


S 


NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 
CHARITIES 
BOARD 


Deadlines for the October issue of Disability Now: 
Booking deadline is 11 September 
Copy deadline is 15 September 


Salford Council for Voluntary Service 


working in partnership with Social Services and 
disabled people in Salford, is seeking to recruit a 


Direct Payments Support Worker 


Salary: NJC SO1 - £18,006 - £19,194 (pro rata) 
16 hours per week (flexible) 
(£8,231 - £8,774 actual salary) 


The worker will provide information and practical 
support to people using Direct Payments, such as, 
assisting with recruitment of staff and becoming 
an employer, The job may involve work outside 
traditional office hours and in people’s own homes 
and other venues throughout the City (travel 
expenses will be paid). This post is for 3 years in 
the first instance. 


For full information and an application form please 
send a stamped addressed envelope (26p) to: 


Salford CVS, 12 Irwell Place, Eccles, 
Salford M30 OFN 
Closing date: Wednesday 30th September 1998 
Interview date: Friday 30th October 1998. 


Applications from disabled people 
are welcomed 


Salford CVS is actively aiming to create equal 
opportunities 


Registered Charity No. 519361 


Classified Advertising 
Sales/Canvassers 


Highly motivated, well spoken, confident 
sales people required to canvass leads 
and input orders. 


Experience in classified sales/tele- 
canvassing necessary. Successful 
candidates should live in the London 
area, have a PC (Windows 95) and 
telephone and will be expected to work 
from home. Qualified leads and full 
support provided. 


Experience of property sales useful. 
Basic salary and good package. 
Please send CV and covering letter to: 
House Hunter Magazine, Suite 6211, 
49 Greenwich High Rd, 
London SE10 8JL. 


ae L@ 
for lifting 
wheelchairs, 
scooters and 
people into 
cars... 


WE HAVE 


THE ANSWER! 
Ring Free 0800 214 045 
for brochure 

or free ; 


demo O G 
www.demon.co.uk/autochair 


Autochair Ltd, Milford Lane, 
Bakewell DE45 1DX 


Find a Friend 


RY Find-A-Friend 


Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, 
Cheshire CW9 SHL 
Tel/Fax: (24 hrs) UK 01606 49093 
Overseas +44 + 1606 49093 


HMargighke 


A specialist introduction agency for 
people with disabilities. It also 
welcomes caring and understanding 
able-bodied people. 


wv hone\fax 
LETS QD eeyarey 


For your free application form 
contact Handidate. 
FREEPOST, Handidate, The Wellington 
Centre, 52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP1 2BR. 

E-mail: Conrad_Packwood@compuserve.com 
A member of ABIA 


Special offers 43 


alling all budding builders! 
fhanks to the Early Learning 
Sentre, DN has six Big Builder 
onstruction sets worth £19.99 
oO give away. Complete with 
panner, screwdriver, bolts and 
tickers, this chunky 86-piece 


set can aid eye and hand co- 
ordination and makes a 
colourful push-along fun tractor 
for little people. Suitable for 
age 2 years upwards. 


© For catalogue, tel: 0990-352 352. 


What’s in DN 


next month? 


CITY FOCUS: NORWICH 


What’s on offer in the land of Alan Partridge? 


KEEP FIT 


We show you how, where and, more importantly, why. 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


The highs and lows of furthering your education. 


HOBBIES (2) 
More tempting ways to fill your spare time. 
Giving the 
best in news, 
features, 
profiles, 
comment, jobs 
and offers. 
On sale 26 
September. 
NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 
Please reserve me a regular copy of [a] 
Disability Now until further notice. 
Please deliver a copy of Disability Now to CT] 


my home address. 


Name: 
Address: 


Signature: 


To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, 

is published monthly by Scope, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. It is distributed by 
MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart Meadows, Ripley, 
Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 


Postcode: 


Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. 
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You can 


count on 
Texet 


If you want to put our 
budgeting suggestions (p25) 
into practice, DN may be able 
to help. Thanks to the Hira 
Company, we have 5 Texet 
SL200B and 5 Texet B82 (with 
auto power off) large display 
calculators to give away. Ideal 
for those who find pocket 
calculators difficult to use and 
read, these have large keys and 


are both solar/battery powered, 


with full-function memory. 


° For catalogue, tel: 0161-834 
2868. 


Farmyard fun 


Ever wondered how to keep 
very young children and babies 
amused? Galt has the answer 
with this award-winning 
Playnest and Gym. It provides a 
soft supporting multi-sensory 
environment, with brightly 
coloured farmyard pattern and 
five soft toys, including musical 
sun, star mirror, chime bird, 
ladybird rattle and crinkle 


butterfly. These have varied 
colours, textures and sounds 
for visual and aural 
stimulation. Suitable for babies 
upwards, it is 100cm wide and 
71cm tall. DN has four Galt 
Playnest and Gyms worth 
£39.99 each to give away. 


¢ For a catalogue, tel: 0161-428 
Siilele 


secure again with the unique im. 


Fully guaranteed 


Suits all baths 


No installation required - safe 
and easy to use 


Pack it in its handy travel bag 
and take it anywhere 


All components are soft so it 
won’‘t scratch your bath 


Allows unrestricted bathing 


Way 


Miogs.Liityo GE.ur opie. “et d 


( NAIDEX)9 


PRODUCT 
SHOWCASE 


To start enjoying a 
relaxing bath again call 


01625 


25 25 07 


“the company that cares 


to arrange a demonstration 


” 
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GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 
ISSN 0558-4676 
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Parent’s voice Mum goes to school 
Motoring Great cars, bad show 
Rareavemant (ood orief it ain’t 


mid-throw at the Disability World Athletics Championships in Birmingham. Full report, page 16. 
Profile Rock singer Vic Chesnutt 


Give it your best shot: Steven Scott, a restricted growth member of the Great Britain team in 


Motability skids 


Motability’s biggest supplier, Ford, is considering 
pulling out of the contract hire scheme. See page 1. 
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£1.60 September 1998 
and on our 


pages 40-42 


FREEDOM IN FOCUS 
Snappy winners of DN’s 
photo competition 27 


CHILDREN’S FASHION 
Trendy tots get ready 


for term time 
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